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Hi everyone!  All good?  Well, it’s a landmark edition here with Catalogue 40.  Feels amazing to have made it this far.  
Of course I have you to thank for all for your incredible support and encouragement over the years.  These catalogues 
have turned into a pure love affair with Japanese swords, digging deep into each piece so we may present them 
properly - in the light they deserve.  And it’s definitely a team production.  I wish to thank my assistants Ayumu Ogusu 
and Yuki Ando plus our photographer extraordinaire (and longtime friend), Eric Bossick for their work and dedication. 
 
We kick off the catalogue with a delightful Sue-Hôshô katana.  As many of you will know by now, I am a fan of masame-
hada, I just love the purity of the straight grain. Well, this katana has just that.  Conservatively, this sword is from the 
early 1400s, but its old Tokubetsu Kichô certificate and Kanzan sayagaki state it to be made a century earlier.  The Kizami-
saya koshirae is completely first class, a fine display piece for any home or office.  We next flash forward to 1915 to 
encounter a remarkable katana by the great Gassan Sadakazu.  This Sôshû Masamune utsushi masterpiece is simply 
incredible.  A sword like this rarely comes available folks, this opportunity won’t last long.  The following katana is 
by Nidai Tadakuni that I’m fond of due to its gentle wavy notare hamon.  You don’t see notare very often on Hizen 
swords making this is rather collectible.  It has a meaningful koshirae too. Fellow Hizen swordsmith Nidai Tadahiro 
is the next featured katana that has vintage sayagaki by Hon’ami Kôhaki and housed in a brilliant Higo koshirae.  
 
The prestigious Yoshioka-Ichimonji school is the maker of our fifth katana in the catalogue.   In this weighty sword 
you’ll enjoy a narrow suguha-chôji at the base of the blade which then blossoms beautifully about halfway up into a 
wide ô-chôjii-midare.  It’s a bit like having two swords in one.  Visible mokume- hada in all sizes can be appreciated along 
with midare-utsuri and mune-yaki, where the top spine of the blade looks to be on fire. Good potential custom koshirae 
project.  The centrepiece of Catalogue 40 is a katana by shinshintô grandmaster Taikei Naotane. This museum-worthy 
jûyô tôken blade has performed an ultra-rare 3-body cutting test whereby a swordsmith (in this case Naotane’s master 
student Shigetane) did the tameshigiri.  This appears to be the ONLY jûyô token cutting test piece in existence that can 
make this claim.  Everything about this samurai-commissioned sword is collectible and it makes me so proud to offer 
this katana.   Next up is a wonderful katana attributed to Naminohira Yasuyuki by the late Hon’ami Kôson who was an 
immense figure in Japan’s sword world. Its distinctive ayasugi-hada and bright suguha/ko-gunome hamon is a joy to 
study under the light.  For those looking for a sword from the Yamashiro Rai school, consider this Rai Kunizane katana. 
Kunizane flourished around the Shôwa era (1312~1317) and into the Nambokuchô period. The blade features a torii-zori 
shape with full-length bo-hi (grooves), and a substantial kissaki, giving the sword a rather statuesque appearance.  
 
The next exquisite collectible is the splendid sunnobi-tanto by shodai Owari Masatsune that is exactly one-shaku in 
length. It is a prime example of his work early on into his career before his son – Nidai Masatsune - died quite 
unexpectedly in 1609.  The sword is accompanied by a rare and beautiful Edo-period toppei koshirae that pays homage 
to the ruling Tokugawa shogunate of the Edo period.  Nidai Kanemichi of the notable Mishina family is our tenth sword 
and its hamon is quite rightly a ‘ten’ in eye-catchiness!  A marvelous snow-capped gunome-midare hamon uniquely 
bunches of groups of two and three. Awesome cloud dragons guard the koshirae both on the fuchi-kashira and menuki 
and the saya displays a gorgeous lacquer work called Tsugaru-nuri originating from wintery Aomori.  Our third and 
last Hizen blade is an absolutely splendid katana by Shodai Masahiro.  This sword is currently in the US and features 
a magnificent gunome-choji-midare hamon over a tightly forged konuka-hada that captures Masahiro’s brilliance. Its 
shirasaya comes with sayagaki by Kunzan-sensei and a striking koshirae with black maki-e depictions of dragonflies 
within a garden theme.  Another shodai smith follows by the name of Darani Katsukuni. This magnificently sharp 
katana has a brilliant sambonsugi hamon cascading the length of the blade like a pulsing heartbeat.  Its elegant Edo 
period koshirae features imperial chrysanthemums, surging waves and adorable monkeys compliments such an 
alluring collectible from the heart of the shintô era.  
  
Right around the corner are two more swords that you must know about!  First is a tremendous katana by Tsuda 
Sukenao, student (and son-in-law) of grandmaster Sukehiro.  This toran-ba blade is dated to August 1690 when Sukenao 
was 53 years old, which is significant as he passed away at the age of 55, making this one of the last swords he ever 
made.  And finally, we wrap up the catalogue with a tokubetsu jûyô tôken naginata naoshi katana by Osafune Yoshikage.  
Described in its NBTHK Tokubetsu Jûyô Tôken certificate as having a gallant naginata-naoshi shape with kinsuji, 
sunagashi, and other hataraki and an outstanding masterwork among all blades known by the smith.  Wow.   
 
Thank you as always for your passion for life.  We look forward to serving you.   
 
Warm regards,  

  
     
                       

Pablo Kuntz                      
November 2023                                      
                                          Meet Barney our new puppy! 
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Index of Japanese Swords 
 
ITEM#   SWORDSMITH & TYPE   CM  CERTIFICATE  ERA / PERIOD   PRICE 
ujka174  A SUE-HÔSHÔ KATANA   69.6     NBTHK Hozon  Kanshô (1460~1466)  SOLD 
ujka364  A SADAKAZU KATANA   69.6 Gassan Sadatoshi Taishô (January 1915)   N/A 
ujka422  A TADAKUNI KATANA   69.7 Tokubetsu Hozon Tenna (1681~1684)  SOLD 
ujka421  A TADAHIRO KATANA   69.7 Tokubetsu Hozon Keian (1648~1652)  SOLD 
ujka416  YOSHIOKA-ICHIMONJI KA   72.5 Tokubetsu Hozon Nambokuchô (~1333)  SOLD 
ujka403  A NAOTANE KATANA   69.9 NBTHK Jûyô Tôken Bunka (October 1815)  SOLD 
ujka423  A YASUYUKI KATANA   66.8 Tokubetsu Hozon Nambokuchô (~1346)  SOLD 
ujka415  A RAI KUNIZANE KATANA   69.4     Tokubetsu Hozon Kamakura (1312~1317) $15,500 
ujwa260 MASATSUNE SUNNOBI TANTÔ  30.3 Tokubetsu Hozon Keichô (1591~1607)  SOLD 
ujka428  A KANEMICHI KATANA   71.4 Tokubetsu Hozon  Genroku (1688~1704)     SOLD 
ujka429  A MASAHIRO KATANA   70.6 Tokubetsu Hozon  Kan’ei (1624~1644)    HOLD 
ujka424  A KATSUKUNI KATANA   70.2 Tokubetsu Hozon Kanbun (1661~1673)  SOLD 
ujka427  A SUKENAO KATANA   71.5 Tokubetsu Hozon Genroku (Aug 1690)        SOLD 
 
 

ALL PRICES ARE IN US DOLLARS 
 

To access current and previous catalogues, please visit: 
http://new.uniquejapan.com/currently-available-swords-at-unique-japan 

 
To online visitors around the world… 
 
Welcome!  We completely respect the fact it takes a huge leap of 
personal faith in us to commit to a particular sword(s) given the 
reliance on photos and descriptions for such a highly valued item. 
 
It is our promise to address all your questions to the best of our 
ability.  It’s important to us that you feel completely confident 
that the sword you choose (and chooses you) is destined for your 
family to cherish and preserve. 
 
Please take reassurance that all swords from Unique Japan are 
guaranteed authentic and come with a 3-day worry free 
inspection period upon arrival to your home. 
 
We acquire swords on a regular basis and can source swords for 
collectors seeking a specific smith and/or school.  Please inquire 
about our latest arrivals that may not be listed in the catalogue.  
 
Also, be sure let us know if you are travelling to Tokyo as we can 
book a private meeting together at our studio in Meguro. 
 
Domo arigato, 
Pablo 
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currently available  
japanese swords  
 
Released: November 9, 2023 to VIP Clients only 
updated: September 1, 2024 
 
The following pages contain descriptions of authentic 
and certified Japanese swords that are currently 
available, on hold or sold in catalogue 40.   
 
 
Please contact me at service@uniquejapan.com for 
further images and information into items of interest.  
  
 
All swords are offered on a "first-serious-hold-request', 
first served basis. Even if an item is listed as being “on 
hold”, register your interest as it may come available. 
 
Swords may be purchased over a number of months if 
required, please inquire for details. Descriptions and 
availability are subject to change without notice.  
 
Thank you, 
 

 
 
 
 
Pablo Kuntz 
Founder, Unique Japan 

 
service@uniquejapan.com 
+44 7954 102 277 (mobile & ‘signal app’ on british time) 
 
 
Photos taken by Eric Bossick for Unique Japan.   
All rights reserved. 
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item# ujka174            
   

A SUE-HÔSHÔ KATANA  
unsigned, early muromachi period (kanshô era: 1460~1466) 
 
Swordsmith:  Sue-Hôshô school  
Measurements: Length: 69.6cm (o-suriage)         Curvature: 1.7cm Moto-haba: 2.8cm 
Jihada:  Undulating masame-hada (straight grain) with fine channels of chikei 
Hamon:  Bright beaming hoso-suguha 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Hozon (Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2: NBTHK Tokubetsu Kichô (Especially Precious sword judged as Hôshô) 
Certificate #3-6: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (for the tsuba, fuchi-kashira and koshirae) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Dr. Satô Kanzan (authenticated as Hôshô Sadaie circa 1317-1319) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo kizami koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, description 
 

SOLD  
 
The Hôshô school holds a special place amongst the five major schools of the Yamato tradition. 
For it is within this school that they forged exclusively in the pure straight-grain forging pattern 
known as masame-hada.  Its NBTHK Hozon certificate attributes this beautiful sword to the Sue-
Hôshô school, however, this sword’s former Tokubetsu Kichô certificate judged it at least a century 
earlier to Hôshô and its old sayagaki by Kanzan-sensei authenticated the sword to Hôshô Sadaie who 
worked in the early 1300s during the Kamakura period.  From the beaming suguha hamon over its 
undulating masame-hada to its lovely Edo-period kizami saya with celebratory-themed 
chrysanthemum fittings from the renowned Yoshioka school, this is a delightful and collectible 
piece of Japanese sword history that will uplift spirits each time it is handled.   
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item# ujka364        currently off market 
 

A GASSAN SADAKAZU KATANA 
signed & dated by imperial artisan gassan sadakazu aged 80  
in the first month of the 4th year of taishô era (january 1915)  
 
Swordsmith:  Gassan Sadakazu (月山貞一)  
Commissioned by:  Rokurô Ishihara (石原六郎) 
Measurements:  Length: 69.6cm (ubu)  Curvature: 1.6cm       Moto-haba: 2.6cm 
Jihada:  Ko-itame with ji-nie, abundant chikei 
Hamon:  Exuberant gunome-midare with plentiful kinsuji, ashi, sunagashi in nie-deki 
Horimono:  Kurikara kenmaki-ryu & sankozuka 
Fujishiro rank:  Jôjô-saku (a highly superior smith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Gassan Sadatoshi (great grandson)  
 
Please inquire 
 
Gassan Sadakazu (1836-1918) was the finest swordsmith of the Meiji era.  Adopted by Gassan 
Sadayoshi, his illustrious career saw him become a master of all major sword-making traditions; 
Bizen, Soshû, Yamashiro and Yamato den.  Sadakazu became an Imperial Court Artisan in 1906. 
This katana is dated to January 1915 when Sadakazu was an impressive 80-years-old, making it 
one of the last swords crafted by the maestro and particularly valuable as a reference piece.  It 
was commissioned by Ishihara Rokurô - a prominent businessman in Tokushima province on 
the island of Shikoku.  In this sword, Sadakazu emulates the masterful skills of grandmaster 
sword smith Gorô Masamune with exquisite horimono (engraving) of taki-fudô and a suken.  As the 
sword is forged at the highest level of the Sôshû tradition, the hataraki is simply awe-inspiring.  
Boundless swirls of dark chikei is especially impressive weaving the fabric of the well forged 
itame-hada.  The gunome-midare hamon features plentiful kinsuji and brushed sunagashi. This katana 
was donated to Jôrokuji - the most famous zen temple in Tokushima – and amongst all the vitality 
of this katana rests a calm, inner confidence that resonates through the blade.  Sadakazu’s great 
grandson, Sadatoshi, current head of the Gassan family, authenticated this katana in sayagaki as 
being shôshin yûsaku nari – a genuine masterpiece by the hand of Sadakazu.      
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item# ujka422          
     

A NIDAI TADAKUNI KATANA   
signed, early edo period (tenna era: 1681~1684) 
 
Swordsmith:  Hizen-jû Harima no Kami Fujiwara Tadakuni (2nd generation) 
Measurements: Length: 69.7cm (ubu)         Curvature: 1.8cm Moto-haba: 3.07cm 
Jihada:  Ko-mokume-hada leading to konuka-hada 
Hamon:  Bright notare-ba in nie-deki 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (sword, koshirae, tsuba, fk, certified as Authentic)  
Fujishiro rank:  Chûjô-saku (ranked as an above average swordsmith) 
Sharpness:   Wazamono (maker of good sharp swords) 
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
Born Hashimoto Danzaemon, nidai Tadakuni apprenticed under his father shodai Tadakuni, who had 
studied under grandmaster shodai Tadayoshi.  This curvy katana is a rare treat as it features a 
bright notare hamon that fills the blade with elegance and grace.  The majority of Hizen-to carry a 
hamon that is either suguha or gunome with chôji variations making this sword particularly 
collectible.  On the ura side of the nakago is a crisp 16-petal kiku-mon (chrysanthemum) with 
permission granted from the Imperial family by way of the Mishina group of Kyôto.  Its classy 
koshirae has an 'arrowhead' tsuba and a fabulous kiri-mon decorated fuchi-kashira attributed to 
the Yoshioka school.   The menuki was inspired by the deep and meaningful Noh play Takasago. 
 













































service@uniquejapan.com  
uniquejapan.com 

	

 
 
item# ujka421         
    

A NIDAI TADAHIRO KATANA  
signed, early edo period (keian era: 1648~1652) 
 
Swordsmith:  Hizen no Kuni jû Ômi Daijô Fujiwara Tadahiro (nidai, 2nd generation) 
Measurements: Length: 71.2cm  Curvature: 1.3cm  Moto-haba: 3.25cm     Weight: 780g 
Jihada:  Tight, finely forged konuka-hada with ji-nie 
Hamon: Bright white chû-suguha in nie-deki 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-5: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (koshirae, tsuba, fk, basshin designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jôjo-saku (ranked as a highly superior swordsmith) 
Authentication: Antique sayagaki by Hon’ami Kôhaki (June 1944) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Higo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
Born Hashimoto Heishirô in Saga, Hizen province in 1614, renowned swordsmith nidai (second 
generation) Tadahiro began working with his father, maestro shodai (first generation) Tadayoshi 
at the tender age of 10.  Guided by his father and other great smiths such as shodai Masahiro and 
Yoshinobu, Tadahiro took over leadership of the school at the age of 19 when his father died in 
1632.  Nidai Tadahiro died at the age of 81 in 1693.  His works span an incredible 60 years. This 
finely forged konuka-hada katana with a brilliant suguha hamon so bright white that it looks like 
fallen snow encompasses all the qualities that make this Hizen master so well respected.  And 
what better than a set of top-class Higo koshirae to bring it all together.  This is Kyûshû history. 
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item# ujka416          
     

A YOSHIOKA-ICHIMONJI KATANA   
unsigned, nambokuchô period (circa 1333~1360) 
 
Swordsmith:  Yoshioka Ichimonji school  
Measurements: Length: 72.3cm (o-suriage)         Curvature: 1.1cm Moto-haba: 2.89cm 
Jihada:  Mokume-hada and ko-mokume with midare-utsuri 
Hamon:  Bright chôji-midare mixed with suguha-chôji in nioi-deki 
Certificate:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, description 
 

SOLD – custom koshirae now in process. 
 
The illustrious Ichimonji school was founded during the Kamakura period and was active into the 
warring Nambokuchô jidai (1333-1392).  The school takes its name from the practice of their smiths 
inscribing their nakago with the horizontal character "ichi" - (meaning number one) and 
sometimes followed by their name.  Given the length and curvature of the sword and its fairly 
long chû-kissaki, this katana can be comfortably dated to the early to mid-1300s.  The joy of 
owning a Japanese sword of this pedigree is to sit down quietly under the right light and let the 
‘hamon magic’ transport you away 700 years to the Bizen promised land.  In this weighty sword 
you’ll enjoy a narrow suguha-chôji at the base of the blade which then blossoms beautifully about 
halfway up into a wide ô-chôji-midare.  Visible mokume-hada in all sizes can be appreciated along 
with midare-utsuri and mune-yaki, where the top spine of the blade looks to be on fire.  This is an 
ideal sword to consider building a striking custom koshirae for and Unique Japan will guide you 
throughout the process.  Of course, enjoying the sword in shirasaya only is perfectly fine too! 
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item# ujka403         
     

A NAOTANE ‘3-BODY CUTTING TEST’ KATANA  
signed & dated, shinshintô period (bunka era: october 6, 1815) 
 
Swordsmith:  Taikei Shôji Naotane (shodai, first generation) 
Measurements: Length: 69.9cm (ubu) Curvature: 2.1cm     Motohaba: 2.9cm 
Jihada:  Densely forged ko-itame with ji-nie, fine chikei, and midare-utsuri 
Hamon:  Ko-nie-laden gunome with a wide, bright, and clear nioiguchi mixed with many ashi 
Certificate:  60th NBTHK Jûyô Tôken (designated as Profound and Important) 
Certificate #2: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a koshirae designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro:   Saijô-saku (grandmaster swordsmith, highest rank) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Tanobe-sensei (Tanobe Michihiro) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo-period koshirae, stand, kit, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Taikei Naotane was born Shôji Minobe Naotane in Yamagata city, Dewa province, in 1778.  His family 
was of samurai class for he carried the family name Shôji at a time when the vast populace did 
not have a surname.  It was not until 1870 that everyone in Japan was required to have a 
surname. As a young man, Naotane left the northern country for Edo (Tokyo) and became an 
apprentice of the hugely influential saijô-saku (grandmaster swordsmith) Suishinshi Masahide.  A 
keen and talented student, Naotane quickly learned the methods taught by his master and 
selected Taikei as his crafting name.  Like Suishinshi, Lord Akimoto of Tatebayashi retained and 
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employed him in Kozuke province. 
 
In 1821, Naotane received the honorary title of Chikuzen Daijô, and again in 1848, the title of 
Minosuke. Naotane eventually took over leadership of the school when Masahide and his son 
both died in 1825.  Like his sensei Masahide, Naotane favoured the reintroduction of old 
methods of sword-making over modern practicality. He was successful in all traditions, 
especially his ability to craft in the Sôshû and Bizen disciplines. 
 

 
 
Unique Japan is very proud to introduce a remarkable katana by Taikei Shôji Naotane that has 
been awarded 60th NBTHK Jûyô Tôken certification. It is dated to October 6th, 1815. 
 
This blade performed a tameshigiri (cutting test) severing three human bodies in one stroke.  This 
feat alone is rare and impressive.  However, what makes this katana extra special is that the test 
was completed by Naotane's master student, Sawara Shigetane – a swordsmith - not by a 
professional sword tester.  And that it was commissioned by a Hatamoto-ranked samurai. 
 
To give further perspective, of the circa 12,000 jûyô tôken certified swords, there are only about 
130 swords with a tameshigiri cutting test.  And of those 15 are anonymous, that is, they only 
record the cut that was performed and/or the number of bodies the blade cut through. Eight 
were carried out by non-professional sword testers, e.g., certain samurai retainers who were 
testing swords for their fiefs.   
 
According the Markus Sesko, author of TAMESHIGIRI – The History and Development of 
Japanese Sword Testing – who personally researched this sword: 
 
“NAO60 [Taikei Naotane of the 60th jûyô session] appears to be the only Jûyô blade that bears a cutting 
test that is explicitly mentioned as having carried out by a swordsmith, in the very case, by Naotane’s 
master student Shigetane (重胤). All others, i.e., the vast majority of cutting tests seen on blades ranked 
jûyô or higher, are go back to professional testers like the Yamano (山野) or Yamada (山田) families. This 
makes NAO60 an utmost rarity, not only being the only work of Naotane with a cutting test among the 
ranks of jûyô, as indicated, but also seen against the entire bulk of blades with cutting tests of said ranks.” 
 
Mr. Sesko further elaborates on an interesting link to another commissioned jûyô daishô: 
 
Apart from Shigetane’s cutting test, NAO60 is further inscribed with the reference that it was 
made for a certain Kakei Takahiro (筧孝寛). One of the three daishô by Naotane that passed jûyô 
in jûyô shinsa 17, which will henceforth be referred to as NAO17, was made for the very same 
person.  
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The Kansei Chôshû Shokafu (寛政重脩諸家譜), the Daimyô 
and Hatamoto register of the Bakufu, lists 15 branches of the 
Kakei (筧) family serving as Hatamoto. Takahiro is listed 
therein as having born the first name Yûkichi (勇吉) and as 
having his first encounter with the Shôgun on the ninth day 
of the second month Kansei nine (February 9, 1797) at the 
then age of eleven years. This calculates his year of birth as 
Tenmei eight (天明, 1787).  Accordingly he was 29 years old 
when he received NAO60.  
 
Also striking is the similarity between NAO60 and NAO17 
in terms of the reference to the deity Kangiten, both written 
out and in the form of Sanskrit characters, and to the 
deities Dainichi Nyorai and Nikkô Bosatsu in the form of 
Sanskrit characters only.  
 
This suggests that Kakei Takahiro was a devout Buddhist, 
particularly worshipping Kangiten, who is known as an 
extremely efficacious god who grants whatever is asked of 
him without fail, including impossible wishes.  
 

NA017 - oshigata of both tangs of the Daishô that passed in jûyô 17. 
 

 
What’s captivating about this katana is that it has a genuine kotô period feel to it. This truly is a 
master-class achievement in recreating sword-making techniques of the early 1300s known as the 
fukkotô movement that was started by his master Masahide, a trend that tried to revive the old 
forging styles of the kotô era. This museum-grade katana marks an opportunity to collect of his 
great and most notable works that will bring immense pride and curative responsibility. 
 
As Tanobe-sensei writes on his sayagaki, “this blade follows the Bizen tradition, in concrete terms the 
style of Osafune Kagemitsu, and with the presence of midare-utsuri and the shape with deep koshizori, the 
blade, which is of an excellent deki, is a very faithful recreation of a kotô-era work.”  
 

 
Sayagaki by Tanobe-sensei 

 

  
Edo-period uchigatana koshirae with kamon maki-e 
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item# ujka423         
     

A NAMINOHIRA YASUYUKI KATANA  
attribution in gold lacquer, nambokuchô period (1346~1368) 
 
Swordsmith:  Naminohira Yasuyuki (signed in kinpunmei by Hon’ami Kôson & monogram)  
Measurements: Length: 66.8cm (o-suriage)         Curvature: 1.2cm Moto-haba: 2.96cm 
Jihada:  Masame-hada mixed with ayasugi-hada and nagare with deep swirling chikei 
Hamon:  Chû-suguha and ko-gunome in nie-deki, ko-ashi and uchinoke  
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (for the tsuba, fuchi-kashira and koshirae) 
Authentication:  Hon’ami Kôson (1879~1955 - notable sword appraiser, author, gokaden founder) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo Satsuma koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, description 
 

SOLD  
 
The Naminohira school, situated in Satsuma province on the southern end of the island of Kyûshû, 
can trace its roots to the late Heian period (900~1184).  Smiths from Satsuma worked exclusively 
for the Satsuma clan and adhered to a rule known as Isshi-soden, which meant that the secrets of 
their trade could only be passed down to one’s son or a single student.  This fine katana has been 
attributed to Naminohira Yasuyuki by the late great Hon’ami Kôson who was an immense figure in 
Japan’s sword world.  Its distinctive ayasugi-hada and bright suguha/ko-gunome hamon is a joy to 
study under the light.  Nami is “wave” and hira means “flat”. Together this translates to be “calm 
seas”. Naminohira swords were, in fact, popular with the Japanese Navy given the positive omen 
and superb quality of workmanship.  Comes with a brilliant set of antique Satsuma-koshirae.   
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item# ujka415     currently available on consignment
       

A RAI KUNIZANE KATANA   
unsigned, late kamakura period (circa 1312~1317) 
 
Swordsmith:  Rai Kunizane (mumei) 
Measurements: Length: 69.4cm (o-suriage)        Curvature: 1.3cm Moto-haba: 2.89cm 
Jihada:  Mokume-hada with Rai-hada, channels of chikei and kinsuji 
Hamon:  Clusters of ko-chôji-midare mixed with suguha-chôji in nie-deki 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a sword Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2: NBTHK Hozon (a tsuba that is Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #3-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (handachi fittings and menuki certified as Authentic)  
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, description 
 

$15,500  
 
This proud katana from the golden Kamakura period has been attributed to celebrated swordsmith 
Rai Kunizane of the famed Rai school that is said to have roots from Korea.  Kunizane’s given name 
was Tôgorô and was the son/student of grandmaster Rai Kunitoshi, with national treasure 
swordsmith Rai Kunimitsu being his older brother and Rai Tomokuni his younger sibling.   Kunizane 
flourished circa the Shôwa era (1312~1317) and into the Nambokuchô period.  The blade features a 
torii-zori shape with a full-length bo-hi and a substantial kissaki giving the sword a graceful 
appearance. The jihada has classic Rai-hada and an eclectic mix of itame and ko-mokume-hada and a 
hamon that is a bright ko-chôji midare.  An outstanding handachi koshirae was recently completed 
by Unique Japan for the sword featuring a gorgeous tachi tsuba with NBTHK Hozon certification. 
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item# ujwa260            
     

A SHODAI MASATSUNE SUNNOBI TANTÔ  
signed, momoyama period (bunroku~keichô eras: 1591~1607) 
 
Swordsmith:  Sagami no Kami Fujiwara Masatsune (shodai, first generation)  
Measurements: Length: 30.3cm (ubu)         Curvature: 0cm     Moto-haba: 2.89cm 
Jihada:  Ko-itame mixed with mokume, standing hada and utsuri 
Hamon:  Suguha with ko-gunome and ashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (for the tsuba, fuchi-kashira and koshirae) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jôjô-saku (ranked as a highly superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, description 
 

SOLD  
 
Born Nôshû Tarôsuke in 1535 distinguished swordsmith Masatsune was the second son of the 
ninth generation Sukemon Kanetsune and the most accomplished swordsmith of the Owari Shintô 
group.  He was bestowed title of Sagami no Kami in 1591 from Toyotomi Hidetsugu, nephew of 
powerful daimyô lord Toyotomi Hideyoshi, known as the second great unifier of Japan. This 
splendid sunnobi-tanto by shodai Masatsune is exactly one-shaku in length and features a wide, 
healthy body and a bright suguha-hamon with ko-gunome and ashi over a well-forged itame-hada 
with fine ji-nie.   It is a prime example of his work early on into his career before his son – Nidai 
Masatsune - died quite unexpectedly in 1609.  A rare and beautiful Edo-period toppei koshirae 
accompanies the piece that pays homage to the ruling Tokugawa shogunate of the Edo period.   
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item# ujka428          
     

A NIDAI KANEMICHI KATANA   
signed, early edo period (genroku era: 1688~1704) 
 
Swordsmith:  Tanba no Kami Kanemichi (2nd generation, Settsu province) 
Measurements: Length: 71.4cm (ubu)         Curvature: 1.36cm Moto-haba: 3.02cm 
Jihada:  Tightly forged ko-itame-hada 
Hamon:  Rhythmic gunome-midare with deep nioi and nie 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (sword, koshirae, fk and tsuba certified as Authentic)  
Fujishiro rank:  Chûjô-saku (ranked as an above average swordsmith) 
Sharpness:   Wazamono (maker of good sharp swords) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Tsugaru-nuri koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
Nidai Kanemichi was born Mishina Kaheji and was the son of shodai (first generation) Kanemichi, 
who also signed Naomichi.  He flourished during the Genroku era in Settsu province (Ôsaka) 
although he also worked in Edo - modern day Tôkyô.   Like his famous Mishina ancestor Tanba no 
Kami Yoshimichi, he signed the character ‘Tan’ inspired by a sail.   This jô-sun (2-shaku 3-sun 5-bu) 
katana features a marvellous snow-capped gunome-midare hamon that uniquely bunches of groups 
of two and three.  Awesome cloud dragons guard the koshirae both on the fuchi-kashira and 
menuki and the saya displays a gorgeous lacquer work called Tsugaru-nuri originating from 
wintery Aomori.  This sword was rightfully awarded Tokubetsu Hozon in 2001 exactly on 
Christmas day.  Perhaps Santa will make this a present for you or someone special in your life? 
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item# ujka429     currently available on consignment
     

A SHODAI MASAHIRO KATANA  
signed, early edo period (kan’ei era: 1624~1644) 
 
Swordsmith:  Hizen no Kuni Kawachi Daijô Fujiwara Masahiro (shodai, first generation) 
Measurements: Length: 70.6cm (ubu) Curvature: 1.5cm     Motohaba: 3.2cm 
Jihada:  Ko-mokume leading to Hizen konuka-hada, thick nie-deki 
Hamon:  Gorgeous gunome chôji-midare with kinsuji and sunagashi 
Certificate:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Fujishiro:   Jô-saku (a superior swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Kunzan-sensei (for his sword friend Moriyasu Isao) 
Included:  Shirasaya, dragonfly koshirae, stand, kit, booklet, printed description 
 

$18,000 (ON HOLD) 
 
Kawachi Masahiro was born Sadenjiro in 1607 and died at only 59 in 1665.  He is the son of 
Yoshinobu who was the adopted son of the great first generation shodai Tadayoshi.  He began signing 
as Masanaga and even signed for Shodai Tadayoshi when he became ill (dai-mei).  Recognizing his 
clear talent, his employer Lord Nabeshima Katsushige suggested he change his name to Masahiro, 
thus becoming shodai Masahiro.  This splendid katana displays true Hizen elegance featuring a 
magnificent gunome-choji-midare hamon over a tightly forged konuka-hada that captures Masahiro’s 
brilliance.  Its shirasaya comes with sayagaki by Kunzan-sensei and a striking koshirae with black maki-
e depictions of dragonflies within a garden theme.  This sword is now in Tokyo for minor touch-
ups, professional photos and further certification.  This is a very handsome katana, please inquire.  
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item# ujka424         
     

A KATSUKUNI KATANA  
signed, early edo period (kanbun era: 1661~1673) 
 
Swordsmith:  Iyo Daijô Tachibana Katsukuni saku (shodai, first generation)  
Measurements: Length: 70.2cm (ubu)         Curvature: 1.0cm     Moto-haba: 2.96cm 
Jihada:  Itame with with masame hada with swirling chikei 
Hamon:  Kanemoto-like sambonsugi with sunagashi and kinsuji  
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (for the tsuba, fuchi-kashira and koshirae) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Cutting ability: ô-Wazamono (maker of extremely sharp swords)  
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, description 
 

SOLD  
 
Katsukuni literally means 'victorious country/province' – a name bestowed upon by the powerful 
Maeda daimyo family of the Edo period.  First generation and superior swordsmith Katsukuni of 
the shintô Darani school excelled in a sanbonsugi-hamon modelled upon the Seki-Kanemoto school 
and forged his blades with a skilful mix of itame and straight grain masame-hada.  Katsukuni blades 
were also famous for their superior sharpness (he is ranked ô-wazamono) and the line existed for 
seven generations until the Meiji era.  This strong and magnificently sharp katana has a brilliant 
sambonsugi hamon cascading the length of the blade like a pulsing heartbeat.  Its elegant Edo period 
koshirae features imperial chrysanthemums, surging waves and adorable monkeys compliments 
such an alluring collectible from the heart of the shintô era. 
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item# ujka427          
     

A SUKENAO KATANA   
signed & dated, early edo period (genroku era: august 1690) 
 
Swordsmith:  Tsuda Ômi no Kami Sukenao (1st generation) 
Measurements: Length: 71.5cm (ubu)         Curvature: 1.8cm Moto-haba: 3.18cm 
Jihada:  Tight koitame-hada with plenty of ji-nie 
Hamon:  Billowing gunome mixed with tôran-ba, bright with a plenty of nie  
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2: NTHK-NPO Yûshûsaku (Designated as a Highly Excellent Masterwork) 
Certificate #3-5: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, tsuba, fk, certified as Authentic)  
Fujishiro rank:  Jôjô-saku (ranked as a highly superior swordsmith) 
Sharpness:   Ryô-wazamono (maker of extra sharp swords) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
Maestro Sukenao was born in the village of Takagi in 1639, and entered as an apprentice with 
grandmaster Echizen no Kami Sukehiro soon becoming his most prolific student.  This sword is 
dated to August 1690 when Sukenao was 53 years old, three of four years before records show he 
died in 1693~94.  This absolutely brilliant katana features a gorgeous toran-midare hamon in 
Sukehiro style and comes with an outstanding tiger-themed Edo period koshirae.  Sukenao is 
ranked jôjô-saku (highly superior) and ryô-wazamono for the excellent cutting ability of his swords.   
 



























This splendid tsuba has been attributed to Nara Masanaga 
from Edo (Tokyo).  It is unsigned and made of polished 
shakudô.  The design is that of peony, guardian shisa lions, 
with a pine tree and plum.

It features gakubuchi (lit. frame) carved into the plate.
Nanako ground inside the plate, gold accents.

Certified authentic from the NTHK-NPO.
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Attention! 
 
The following page contains a very 
special antique Japanese sword rated 
nbthk tokubetsu jûyô that is now 
available and will be showcased in 
our upcoming catalogue 41. 
 
Please enquire for additional images 
and information to 
service@uniquejapan.com. 
 
Thank you!! 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 
Pablo Kuntz 
Founder, unique japan 
 
 

Unique Japan, Fine Art Dealer 
Antiques license issued by Meguro City 

Tokyo, Japan (No.303291102398) 
 
 

feel the history.™ 
uniquejapan.com 
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Arigato! 
 

Thank you for downloading our catalogue.  
We look forward to serving you.   

 

 
 

Nelson playing with Barney in the backyard. 
Happy boy! 

 
 

Please join our VIP mailing list to be  
informed of recently acquired swords.   

 
Email us at service@uniquejapan.com 

 
uniquejapan.com 




