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The following pages contain descriptions and images 
of genuine antique Japanese swords that were sold in 
catalogue 34.   This is a reference document. 
 
Please contact me at service@uniquejapan.com to 
become informed on our latest acquisitions and your 
name will be added to our VIP emailing list.   
 
We have service offices in Tokyo, Japan and near 
London, England. 
 
Each sword can be legally owned and exported 
outside of Japan.  All swords have certification papers 
(origami) such as from NBTHK and/or the NTHK-NPO. 
 
Thank you, 
 

 
 
 
 
Pablo Kuntz 
Founder, Unique Japan 

 
service@uniquejapan.com 
+44 7954 102 277 (mobile & on the ‘signal’ app - british time) 
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Hello everyone, 
 
Needless to say, I hope this message finds you and your family well. The covid-19 pandemic is challenging our 
mental and physical well-being.  Keeping our families and those around us healthy and in a positive routine is 
the new paradigm. Our family is well, Hannah, Lennon and (Lord) Nelson, who is all of 3-years-old, exerts his 
will power on all of us!  Donna and I continue to be in good spirits.  We are all in this together, let’s stay strong! 
 
Thankfully, I managed to get to Japan in early January shortly before the coronavirus took hold globally. I 
secured many exceptional swords that I am proud to release in this Catalogue 34 Preview Edition.  
 
We start the catalogue off with a signed Kamakura period tachi by Osafune Kagehide, the younger brother to 
grandmaster Mitsutada.  Only eleven known signed works of Kagehide are in existence making this sword 
highly prized.  This graceful sword comes with a glorious set of Edo period uchigatana koshirae with tachi 
fittings crafted by the Umetada school.  Only a samurai with significant wealth could have commissioned such a 
custom koshirae.  The sword passed the 46th NBTHK Jûyô Token in the year 2000.  
 
Next up is a katana by talented swordsmith Chojûsai Tsunatoshi.  This lovely Shinshinto period dated to 1861 
is one of his final creations as he died in 1863.  It has a handsome set of original Edo period koshirae and 
Tanzan sayagaki.  Rolling back 600 years, the following katana is by Chiyozuru Morihiro that is nearly 80cm in 
cutting length and ubu nakago – super rare for koto-period sword with such age.  This is an exceptional sword 
that has a custom koshirae in a thoughtful matsu (pine) theme that symbolizes long life.   
 
For those seeking a cutting test sword, be sure to check out the ujka396 Nagamichi katana that was tested by 
Aizu retainer Makita Shigezane in 1742 and severed two bodies (in one stroke).  This super sharp katana has an 
outstanding set of Edo period koshirae with a lacquered mother-of-pearl saya resembling the night sky.  A 
brilliant daisho follows by 3rd generation Yasutsugu from both Echizen and Edo province.  The quality of this 
matching pair of katana and wakizashi will light up any room or office.  Both swords are signed with aoi-mon, 
the family crest of the ruling Tokugawa family of the Edo period.  What a statement these swords carry. 
 
It has been a while since I have included a tanto in a catalogue.  The 1863 dated Teruyoshi tanto exudes class 
and immediately caught my eye in January.  Teruyoshi was a respected samurai with immense perseverance 
who cared deeply for his community.  This is a tanto that inspires one to lead a life with honor and character.   
 
For those looking for a fighting katana from the late Muromachi period, I strongly recommend the powerhouse 
katana by Kiyomitsu. It is signed with his personal name Mago’emon, making it extra collectible. A Jumyo 
school katana follows Kiyomitsu.  There is always good energy that comes with a Jumyo sword that 
symbolizes long life and good fortune.  A unique set of Edo period koshirae comes with this katana. 
 
The final page carries three available swords that would make for magnificent custom koshirae projects if so 
desired.  The first piece is an elegant tachi by the brilliant former living national treasure swordsmith 
Masamine, inspired by the Fukuoka Ichimonji smith Sukezane.  Next is a highly collectible katana by grand 
master Shodai Hizen Tadayoshi that is signed Tadahiro and dated to August 1624 - one the of his first swords 
signed Tadahiro.  And the final katana is a wickedly sharp sword by Tegai Kanekiyo from the late Nambokucho 
period, circa 1370.  It has a big kirikomi (battle scar) on the spine.  This sword has warrior written all over it… 
 
Here is a timely quote to contemplate: 
“By protecting others, you save yourself. If you only think of yourself, you’ll only destroy yourself.”   
– Kambei Shimada from the film ‘Seven Samurai’. 
 
Now, more than ever, let’s be respectful and kind to others.  Stay healthy.  We look forward to serving you.  
  
Warm regards,       
  

                       
 
 
Pablo Kuntz                    
April 2020      
        
                                 Please watch my video introduction to the swords on YouTube. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OWGoggR2iqg&feature=youtu.be
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Index of Available Japanese Swords 
 
ITEM#   SWORDSMITH & TYPE   CM  CERTIFICATE  ERA / PERIOD   PRICE 
ujka379  A KAGEHIDE TACHI    69.4 JÛYÔ TÔKEN  Shôgen (1259~1261)   SOLD  
ujka338  A TSUNATOSHI KATANA   69.2 Tokubetsu Hozon Man’en era (Feb 1861)  SOLD 
ujka116  A MORIHIRO KATANA   78.7 Tokubetsu Hozon Ouei era (1394~1427)  SOLD 
ujka369  A NAGAMICHI KATANA   71.0    NBTHK Hozon  Kanbun (1661~1673)  SOLD 
ujdi008  A YASUTSUGU DAISHO 75/54 Tokubetsu Hozon Kanbun (1661~1673)  SOLD 
ujta049  A TERUYOSHI TANTO    29.4 Tokubetsu Hozon Bunkyu (Aug 1863)  SOLD 
ujka371  A KIYOMITSU KATANA   70.4 Tokubetsu Hozon Eiroku (Aug 1570)  SOLD 
ujka344  A JUMYO KATANA    62.9 NBTHK Hozon  Shinto (early 1600s)  SOLD 
ujka374  A MUNETSUGU KATANA    72.7 Tokubetsu Hozon Bunkyu (Aug 1864)  SOLD 
ujka348  A MASAMINE TACHI    72.9 Tokubetsu Hozon Showa (Aug 1974)  SOLD 
ujka370  A TADAHIRO KATANA   73.0 Tokubetsu Hozon Kan’ei era (Aug 1624)   N/A 
ujka376  A KANEKIYO KATANA   70.6 Tokubetsu Hozon Nambokucho (1368~94)  SOLD 
ujka328  A YOSHITSUGU KATANA   70.3    Tokubetsu Hozon Karyaku (1326~1329)  SOLD 
ujka363  A SADAKATSU KATANA   68.2 Sadatoshi Sayagaki December 1933   SOLD 
ujka362  A TERUSHIGE KATANA   71.2 Tokubetsu Kicho Eiroku (1558~1570)  SOLD 
ujka372  A NAOTANE KATANA   69.7 NBTHK Hozon  Bunsei (1818~1830)          SOLD 
 

 
 
 

To access current and previous catalogues, please visit: 
http://new.uniquejapan.com/currently-available-swords-at-unique-japan 

 
To online visitors around the world… 
 
Welcome!  We completely respect the fact it takes a huge leap of 
personal faith in us to commit to a particular sword(s) given the 
reliance on photos and descriptions for such a highly valued item. 
 
It is our promise to address all your questions to the best of our 
ability.  It’s important to us that you feel completely confident 
that the sword you choose (and chooses you) is destined for your 
family to cherish and preserve. 
 
Please take reassurance that all swords from Unique Japan are 
guaranteed authentic and come with a 3-day worry free 
inspection period upon arrival to your home. 
 
We acquire swords on a regular basis and can source swords for 
collectors seeking a specific smith and/or school.  Please inquire 
about our latest arrivals that may not be listed in the catalogue.  
 
Also, be sure let us know if you are travelling to Tokyo as we can 
book a private meeting together at our studio in Ebisu. 
 
Domo arigato, 
Pablo 
 





https://new.uniquejapan.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/ujka379-A-Kagehide-Tachi-Description-Print-UJ.pdf
https://new.uniquejapan.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/ujka338-A-Chojusai-Tsunatoshi-Katana-February-1861-Description-VIP.pdf
https://new.uniquejapan.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/ujka116-A-Chiyozuru-Morihiro-Katana-Description.pdf
https://new.uniquejapan.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/ujka369-A-Nagamichi-Tameshigiri-Katana-Description.pdf


https://new.uniquejapan.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/ujta049-A-Teruyoshi-Tanto-Description.pdf
https://new.uniquejapan.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/ujka371-A-Magoemon-Kiyomitsu-Katana-August-1570-Description-VIP.pdf
https://new.uniquejapan.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/ujka344-A-Jumyo-Katana-Description.pdf


https://new.uniquejapan.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/ujka348-A-Masamine-Nikko-Sukezane-Tachi-Description-VIP.pdf
https://new.uniquejapan.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/ujka376-A-Tegai-Kanekiyo-Katana-Description.pdf


https://new.uniquejapan.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/ujka328-An-Aoe-Yoshitsugu-Katana-Description-VIP.pdf
https://new.uniquejapan.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/ujka363-Gassan-Sadakatsu-Crown-Prince-Akihito-Ayasugi-Katana-Description.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m9GXSF9hfMs
https://youtu.be/m9GXSF9hfMs
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Arigato!!  Thank you for downloading our preview catalogue. 
Please join our VIP mailing list to be informed of recently 
acquired swords.  Email: service@uniquejapan.com 
 

 
 

Recently sold 
 

ujwa246 - A Gassan Sadakazu Wakizashi (August 1908) 
A Nanki Shigekuni utsushi masterpiece, commissioned by Col. Takagi Renkichi 

 
Be safe and stay strong!! 

 

uniquejapan.com 

http://new.uniquejapan.com/home/



