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Hello everyone,  
 
Wow, what a year.  Our newest addition to the family, Nelson, has turned 15 months. 2017 may have 
been the Year of the Rooster, for us, this has been the Year of the Nelson. Yes, we have our very own 
“Boss Baby” (if you have seen the movie, you understand!) 
 
Both Donna and I can say, without a doubt, that this has been the busiest year of our lives. With three 
young kids now, we have tackled responsibilities full on together in every shape and form.  
 
Thankfully, Nelson is sleeping better, able to communicate more effectively and our two eldest, 
Hannah and Lennon, are able to help out too.  Our new family dynamic is taking shape. 
 
I set out a goal to produce Catalogue 28 before year end and I am delighted to be present these 
wonderful swords to you.  Thank you for downloading the catalogue. 
 
Eight swords have been compiled for this catalogue.  Actually, nine in total given that one of the lot is 
a spectacular genuine Edo period daisho. Half of the lots are from the koto period (pre-1600), most of 
which are from the Kamakura period, which is very exciting. 
 
In this catalogue, I have spent extra time focusing on the nakago description of each sword.  I receive 
many good questions about the modifications that can occur, especially on older swords.  For 
example, the first sword in the catalogue, a former tachi by Unji of the Ukai school, features a 
relatively rare gaku-mei nakago where the original signature was inlaid on the newly formed nakago.  
 
Other koto period collectibles include a lovely torii-zori katana by Rai Kunizane with Tanobe sensei 
sayagaki, a charismatic Katayama Ichimonji school wakizashi with an impressive kirikomi battle scar, 
and a brilliant koshi-zori katana signed by Sukemitsu that just oozes a warrior presence. 
 
Our Edo period swords include a masterpiece by shodai (first generation) Hizen Masahiro. 
Everything about this long, muscular katana says samurai.  And wait until you see the matching set of 
swords by Hizen Tadahiro. This is a party daisho unlike any other where everyone is invited. ;) 
 
Another unique Shinto period piece is a sharp, iris-shaped wakizashi attributed to shodai Kanewaka 
that has a thoughtful koshirae telling the tale of a monkey reaching for the moon’s reflection.  
 
Finally, I have an excellent katana here in the UK by third generation Echizen Yasutsugu signed with 
aoi-mon (hollyhock family crest) that I created a 15-minute video introducing. 
 
Thank you to all those who claimed swords at our studio in Tokyo this past year. Dozens of swords 
were acquired this way by happy clients from around the world including Costa Rica of all places. 
Congratulations Richard! 
 
It’s always such a great pleasure to serve you.  Your support and incredible 
enthusiasm means everything to me.  Happy holidays!  
 
Warm regards,                            

 
 
Pablo Kuntz  
December 2017             
 
                      

Happy 15 months Nelson! 
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Index of Available Japanese Swords  
  
ITEM#   SWORDSMITH & TYPE CM  CERTIFICATE  ERA / PERIOD   PRICE 
ujka190  AN UNJI KATANA  65.4 NTHK Yushuto  Kamakura (1306~1323) SOLD 
ujka272  A RAI KUNIZANE KATANA 67.3 Tokubetsu Hozon Kamakura (1280~1318) SOLD 
ujwa214 A KANEWAKA WAKIZASHI 34.2 NTHK Kanteisho Genna (1615~1624) SOLD   
ujdi006  A TADAHIRO DAISHO 72/53 Tokubetsu Hozon Early Edo (1641~1673) SOLD 
ujka276  A YASUTSUGU III KATANA 69.6 Tokubetsu Hozon Kanbun (1661~1673) SOLD 
ujka278  A MASAHIRO KATANA 76.0 Tokubetsu Hozon Kan’ei (1624~1644) SOLD 
ujwa227 A KATAYAMA WAKIZASHI 46.0 Tokubetsu Hozon Kamakura (1306~1323) SOLD 
ujka280  A SUKEMITSU KATANA 73.3 NBTHK Hozon  Oei era (1394~1428) SOLD 
 

ALL PRICES ARE IN US DOLLARS 
 

To access current and previous catalogues, please visit: 
http://new.uniquejapan.com/currently-available-swords-at-unique-japan 

 

 
To online visitors around the world… 
 

Welcome!  We completely respect the fact it takes a huge leap 
of personal faith in us to commit to a particular sword(s) 
given the reliance on photos and descriptions for such a 
highly valued item. 
 
It is our promise to address all your questions to the best of 
our ability.  It’s important to us that you feel completely 
confident that the sword you choose (and chooses you) is 
destined for your family to cherish and preserve. 
 
Please take reassurance that all swords from Unique Japan are 
guaranteed authentic and come with a 3-day worry free 
inspection period upon arrival to your home. 
 
We acquire swords on a regular basis and can source swords 
for collectors seeking a specific smith and/or school.   
 
Please inquire about our latest arrivals that may not be listed 
in the catalogue.  
 
Also, be sure let us know if you are travelling to Tokyo as we 
can book a private meeting together at our studio in Ebisu. 
 
Domo arigato, 
Pablo 
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item# ujka190         
 

AN UNJI KATANA  
signed, late kamakura period (tokuji~genko era: 1306-1323) 
 
Swordsmith:  Ukan Ju Unji (signed with gakumei framed inlay on tachi side)  
Measurements: Length: 65.4cm (suriage)      Curvature: 1.8cm     Moto-haba: 2.9cm 
Jihada:  Ko-itame nagareru 
Hamon:  Suguha with wavy ko-notare  
Certificate #1: NTHK-NPO Yushuto (a sword designated as Highly Excellent by the Society for 
the Preservation of the Japanese Sword) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a sword, tsuba and koshirae designated as Authentic by 
the Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Sword) 
Fujishiro:   Jo-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
The majority of tachi that exist from the golden Kamakura period (1185-1333) have been altered 
to present-day katana and wakizashi.  In the shortening process, the original mei (signature) is 
often lost.  With this unique sword, the mei was respectfully preserved and inlaid on the new 
nakago - a procedure known as gakumei (framed signature).  Superior swordsmith Unji is of the 
famed Ukai school, pupil of Unsho.  Based in Ukai village in Bizen, their roots are from the 
Yamashiro tradition and thus the blade exhibits such rich qualities.  This is a beautifully polished 
sword with a handsome set of koshirae fittings that compliments this rare and interesting piece.        
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item# ujka272         
 

A RAI KUNIZANE KATANA  
unsigned, late kamakura period (circa 1280~1318) 
 
Swordsmith:  Rai Kunizane (attribution)  
Measurements: Length: 67.3cm (o-suriage)      Curvature: 2.6cm     Moto-haba: 3.0cm 
Jihada:  Ko-mokume with ji-nie, chikei and yubashiri, classic Rai-hada 
Hamon:  Ko-gunome with kinsuji, ko-ashi, and yo  
Certificate:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a sword designated as Especially Worthy of 
Preservation by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword) 
Fujishiro:   Jo-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Authenticity:  Sayagaki by Tanobe-sensei (former director of the NBTHK) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
This gem of a katana has been attributed to Rai Kunizane, a Juyo-level smith from the respected 
Rai School.  The Rai School was established in Yamashiro province, modern day Kyoto.   The 
character Rai 来 means "to come", as the founder is said to have travelled to Japan from overseas. 
 
There are almost certainly two generations of Rai Kunizane (sometimes written Kunisane).  The 
first generation born 1268 worked until early 1300s' late Kamakura period (died in 1318) was the 
son (and apprentice) of master Rai Kunitoshi.  A second-generation Rai Kunizane lived from 
about 1350.  Given the grandiose torii-zori curvature of the sword, its shape speaks of the 
Kamakura period, thus the first generation’s work.   
 

This healthy katana carries all the hallmarks of the Rai School. Swirling chikei within a ko-mokume 
hada and a touch of utsuri.   A bright ko-gunome hamon with kinsuji, ko-ashi and spots of yo (leaves) 
offers plenty of eye candy to nibble on.  The shirasaya exhibits sayagaki by Tanobe-sensei who has 
written fine praise for the sword.  A custom koshirae project would be an adventure to consider. 
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item# ujwa214         
 

A SHODAI KANEWAKA WAKIZASHI  
signed, early edo period, (genna era: 1615-1624) 
 
Swordsmith:  Kashu Ju Kanewaka (first generation)  
Measurements: Length: 34.2cm  Curvature: 1.1cm     Moto-haba: 3.0cm 
Jihada:  Wavy itame with masame  
Hamon:  Deep suguha (straight) with notare, thick sunagashi, kinsuji, yo and ko-ashi (legs) 
Certificate 1 & 2: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a sword and koshirae designated as Authentic by the 
Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Sword) 
Fujishiro:   Jojo-saku (ranked as a highly superior swordsmith)  
Cutting ability: Ryo-Wazamono (maker of good sharp swords)  
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
This sharp wakizashi has been certified to first generation Shodai Kanewaka, one of the most 
influential smiths from Kaga province during the Shinto period.  His talents so grand, he 
received the nickname Kaga-Masamune after the grandmaster of the Kamakura period. As his 
fame resulted in quite expensive blades, there was the saying: “Bushi [samurai] that want to own a 
sword by Kanewaka will have to spend so much money that they’ll even have to sell their daughters! “  
 
The unique shape of the sword is that of an iris leaf, called shobu-zukuri.  The hamon is a bright 
line of deep suguha with wavy notare and chalk full of hataraki (activity) that includes thick 
sunagashi.  The sword is secured in a handsome and thoughtful set of Edo period koshirae that 
tells the inspiring folkloric tale of the monkey reaching for the reflection of the moon.   
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item# ujdi006      
  

A HIZEN TADAHIRO DAISHO 
signed, early edo period (kanei to kanbun era: 1641~1673)  
 
Katana (dai) 
Swordsmith:  Hizen no Kuni Ju Omi Daijo Fujiwara Tadahiro (second generation) 
Measurements: Length: 72.3cm (ubu) Curvature: 1.3cm  
 

Wakizashi (sho) 
Swordsmith:  Omi Daijo Fujiwara Tadahiro (second generation) 
Measurements: Length: 53.8cm (ubu) Curvature: 1.3cm 
 
Certificates (4x): NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (both swords awarded) 

NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (daisho koshirae and daisho tsuba) 
Authenticity: Both shirasaya have sayagaki by Dr. Sato Kanzan (from 1968 and 1976)  
Fujishiro:   Jojo-saku (ranked as a highly superior swordsmith)  
Cutting ability: O’wazamono (maker of great sharp swords)  
Included:  Two shirasayas, daisho koshirae, fabric bags, stands, kit, etc.  
 

      

SOLD 
 
Born Hashimoto Heishiro in Saga, Hizen province in 1614, renowned swordsmith second 
generation (nidai) Tadahiro began working with his father, maestro shodai (first generation) 
Tadayoshi at the tender age of ten.  Guided by his father and other great smiths such as shodai 
Masahiro and Yoshinobu, Tadahiro took over leadership of the school at the age of nineteen when 
his father died in 1632.   
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Tadahiro then changed his name from Hashimoto Heishiro to Hashimoto Shinsaemon. Curiously, it 
is understood that his new name appears on a family document pledging to the shogunate that 
the Hashimoto family would not sell swords for export to foreign countries. 
 
As head of the Tadayoshi School, second generation Tadahiro always signed his name Tadahiro 
and never Tadayoshi.   In July of 1641, only nine years after taking over the Tadayoshi School, he 
was given the honorific title of Omi Daijo.  He was only 28.  
 
Nidai Tadahiro died at the age of 81 in the sixth year of Genroku era or 1693.  His works span an 
incredible 60 years.  The sheer quantity and quality of his work makes him one of the most 
prized artisans, legendary among Hizen smiths.  He is ranked Jojo-saku, a highly superior smith. 
 
 
We are delighted to offer a genuine samurai daisho from the heart of the Edo period with the two 
swords having been crafted by this leading swordsmith.  The word daisho is combination of dai 
meaning ‘long/large’ (the katana) and sho ‘short/small’ (the wakizashi).  The daisho was the 
official dress code for the samurai. 
 
Both swords feature Tadahiro’s masterful and iconic suguha hamon that beams like a laser over a 
jigane packed so tightly resulting in the much-desired konuka hada that resembles rice bran.  
 
The matching daisho koshirae can be best described as a party piece.  Upper echelon samurai had 
daisho for different occasions; while on duty, traditional black scabbards for formal affairs and 
even eclectic daisho on nights on the town with their favourite geisha…this is one such piece.   
 
Lacquered in black with red polka dots and bright blue tsukas (hilts) with the Ikeda damiyo kamon 
(family crest) on the two fuchi, there is a serious and playful spirit to this matching set of swords.  
It’s fun and very samurai. 
 
Needless to say, this is a rare find.  Nearly all daisho to date have been either separated long ago 
or exist in poor condition.   Both swords have NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon certification with 
certificates of authenticity for the koshirae and namban tsuba.  All told, this is a highly collectible 
Edo-period daisho koshirae that will forever light up any home or office.  Enjoy. 
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item# ujka276      

 

AN ECHIZEN YASUTSUGU III KATANA 
signed with aoi-mon, early edo period (kanbun era: 1661~1673) 
 
Swordsmith:  (Aoi-mon) Yasutsugu Oite Echizen Saku Kore (3rd generation from Echizen)  
Measurements: Length: 69.6cm (ubu)    Curvature: 0.9cm         Moto-haba: 3.0cm  
Jihada:  Itame, ji-nie and chikei 
Hamon:   Naka-suguha with ko-notare, nijuba, ko-ashi, nie-deki 
Certificate:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a sword designated as Especially Worthy of 
Preservation by the Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Art Sword) 
Fujishiro:  Chu-Josaku (ranked as an above average swordsmith) 
Included:   Koshirae, carry bag, sword stand, kit, DVD, sword booklet, maintenance kit 
 

SOLD 
 
This is a charismatic katana by 3rd generation Yasutsugu from Echizen province.  A notable 
sword-making family that were given permission to place the aoi-mon (hollyhock) on the nakago 
(tang) of their swords by the ruling Tokugawa shogunate.   
 
First generation Yasutsugu’s father, Hironaga, was reputed to be the last descendent of Yamato 
Senjuin School, by way of Nara.  As this sword displays all the qualities of the Yamato tradition, it 
pays deserving respect to the family’s heritage.  The jihada is a very well forged itame with swirls 
of chikei and sparkling ji-nie.  The hamon is based on suguha with some movement to the temper 
line that is pleasing to the eye.   There is a section of ni-juba, or double hamon that is relatively 
rare to find on Japanese swords.  It’s classic Yamato-den work.  
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The sword’s beautifully aged koshirae features a namban tsuba and a set of fuchi-kashira that 
features the kamakiri, or praying mantis.  The brave mantis within the insect world is a predator 
and at the top of the food chain.  The role of the mantis is to protect crops from harmful insects, 
such as the cricket. The kamakiri thus symbolizes the samurai’s moral duty to protect Japanese 
society during the Edo Period. 
 
This sword is with me in the UK on consignment.  Please watch a 15-minute video that I have 
prepared at the following YouTube link: 
https://youtu.be/2ZzQVRc9Qas 
 
Below is further information and history of the Yasutsugu family. 
Pablo 
 
 
The much-acclaimed Yasutsugu lineage starts with the birth of the first generation, Ichizaemon, in 
Shimosaka Shiga-gun in Omi province during the middle of the 16th century.  Throughout the 
history of Japan, a great number of swordsmiths flourished when they came under the patronage 
and protection of the local feudal lords.  Yasutsugu (first generation) was one such swordsmith.  
 
Whether by chance or intent, he became noticed and supported by 
Matsudaira Hideyasu, who was the third son of Tokugawa Ieyasu (the 
first shogun of the Edo period, pictured on right).  Hideyasu was the 
daimyo (great family) of Echizen province.  His power and influence 
bolstered the fame of Yasutsugu considerably.   
 
By the fifth year of Keicho (1600) Yasutsugu was well established in 
Echizen. His patronage by Hideyasu secured his livelihood and allowed 
him the freedom to produce swords in a variety of styles.   
 
Around the 11th or 12th year of this same period of Keicho (1606-1607), Yasutsugu's fame 
reached a level that he was called to Edo (Tokyo) to share his time with Tokugawa Ieyasu.  
 
Not long after Yasutsugu was given the privilege of using the kanji character Yasu (康) from 
Tokugawa Ieyasu's name.  Thus he changed his name to Yasutsugu from then on.  
 

An additional privilege followed whereby the carving the Aoi Mon (hollyhock 
crest) on his blades was granted. These privileges were given in perpetuity to 
Yasutsugu and his descendants.  Yasutsugu swordsmiths thus became the kaji 
(official smiths) of the Tokugawa Family.  
 
Nidai (2nd generation) Yasutsugu made swords only until the second year of 
Shoho (1645) and he died on February 15 of the third year of that same era 

(1646). His death caused a rift in the family that was solved by creating two Sandai (3rd 
generation) Yasutsugus.  Umanosuke would assume his father's mantel and become the third 
generation Yasutsugu working permanently in Edo, maker of this katana, while Shirouemon 
would remain in Echizen and become the Echizen third generation.  
 
From this point onward the Yasutsugu lineage of swordsmiths was split into two distinct 
branches, the Edo branch and the Echizen branch.  The two divisions of the Yasutsugu school 
continued for several generations.  The Edo school was sustained through eleven generations.  
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item# ujka278         
 

A SHODAI MASAHIRO KATANA  
signed, early edo period (kan’ei era: 1624-1644) 
 
Swordsmith:  Hizen no Kuni Kawachi Daijo Fujiwara Masahiro (shodai, first generation)  
Measurements: Length: 76.0cm (ubu)         Curvature: 1.5cm     Moto-haba: 3.3cm 
Jihada:  Ko-mokume leading to Hizen konuka-hada, thick nie-deki 
Hamon:  Gorgeous gunome choji-midare with kinsuji and sunagashi  
Certificate:  Guaranteed NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a sword designated as Especially 
Worthy of Preservation by the Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Art Sword) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a tsuba, fuchi-kashira and koshirae designated as 
Authentic by the Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Sword) 
Fujishiro:   Jo-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Cutting ability: Wazamono (maker of sharp swords)  
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bag, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
Kawachi Masahiro was born Sadenjiro in 1607 and died at only 59 in 1665.  He is the son of 
Yoshinobu who was the adopted son of the great first generation Shodai Tadayoshi.  He began 
signing as Masanaga and even signed for Shodai Tadayoshi when he became ill (dai-mei).  
Recognizing his clear talent, his employer Lord Nabeshima Katsushige suggested he change his 
name to Masahiro, thus becoming Shodai Masahiro.  This long and splendid katana housed within 
a striking Edo period koshirae is a tour de force by this powerhouse of a swordsmith.  A 
magnificent gunome-choji-midare hamon over a tightly forged konuka-hada captures the heart and 
imagination.  This is a top-class samurai sword in every sense of the word.    
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item# ujwa227         
 

A KATAYAMA ICHIMONJI WAKIZASHI  
unsigned, late kamakura to nambokucho period (1260~1390) 
 
Swordsmith:  Katayama Ichimonji (attribution)  
Measurements: Length: 46.0cm (o-suriage)     Curvature: 0.9cm     Moto-haba: 2.6cm 
Jihada:  Fine mokume-hada with chikei and beautiful midare-utsuri  
Hamon:  Spectacular saka-choji with long ashi and yo  
Certificate:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a sword designated as Especially Worthy of 
Preservation by the Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Art Sword) 
Authenticity:  Sayagaki by Honami Soukei (13th generation of the Honami Koumi family)  
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bags, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
The Ichimonji School’s name derives from the early Fukuoka Ichimonji smiths that signed their 
blades with the single kanji character ichi (one) meaning muteki or ‘no enemy’. Sword appraiser 
and scholar Fujishiro Yoshio wrote that muteki meant that no blade and no warrior could ever 
hope to stand against one who wielded an Ichimonji sword. 
 
This rare treat of a wakizashi has been attributed in sayagaki to Katayama Ichimonji School by 
Honami Soukei of the Honami family and later the NBTHK as Tokubetsu Hozon.  Katayama is an 
area of Bitchu province and one of several branches of the Ichimonji school that prospered in the 
late Kamakura to end of the Nanbokucho period.  The spectacular saka-choji hamon (slanted clove 
blossom) of this blade is their recognized trademark with vibrant midare-utsuri. A large kirikomi 
(battle scar) on the spine shows that this glorious blade forever means business.   
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item# ujka280         
 

A SUKEMITSU KATANA  
signed, early muromachi period (oei era: 1394~1428) 
 
Swordsmith:  Sukemitsu (two-character signature)  
Location:   Bizen province 
Measurements: Length: 73.3cm (machi-okuri)       Curvature: 2.7cm   Moto-haba: 3.0cm 
Jihada:  Ko-mokume with chikei, ashi and light midare utsuri 
Hamon:  Bright gunome choji-midare  
Boshi:   Hakikake and midare-komi 
Certificate:  NBTHK Hozon (a sword designated as Worthy of Preservation by the Society for 
the Preservation of the Japanese Art Sword) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
The magnificent shape of this koshi-zori (curvature at the waist) katana by swordsmith Bizen 
Sukemitsu speaks to the horseback-ridden tachi of the Kamakura period.  There is a Sukemitsu 
from the famed Yoshioka Ichimonji School that worked from 1295-1326 who signed katana-mei with 
deep koshi-zori who may very well have been the craftsman. 
 
The NBTHK, however, has dated the sword to the Muromachi period (1392~1573). In W.M. 
Hawley’s book of Japanese swordsmiths, there is a Sukemitsu listing who worked at about 1394, 
which we conservatively attribute this blade to.  
 
This is a katana with bundles of character.  It has clearly been involved in countless battles and 
numerous polishes over the centuries.  As such the steel has some hada-ware (openings in the 
body).  These scars of time are easily forgivable given it's a signed piece with a graceful shape 
and a lively gunome choji-midare hamon with light utsuri.  It’s now looking for a caring home to lay 
it’s beautiful boshi (hat).  

































service@uniquejapan.com  
uniquejapan.com 

	

Arigato! 
 
Thank you for downloading our catalogue.  
We look forward to serving you.   
 
Please join our VIP mailing list to be informed of recently 
acquired swords.  Email us at service@uniquejapan.com 
 

 
 

A recently completed Kanewaka katana custom koshirae project from father to son. 
Congratulations John. 
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