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item# ujta071         currently available 
     

A KURIHARA AKIHIDE TANTÔ   
signed & dated, gendaitô (shôwa era: march 1937) 
 
Swordsmith:  Kun-Yontô Akihide saku (Kurihara Akihide) 等昭秀作（栗原昭秀） 
Measurements: Length: 21.2cm   Sori: 0cm    Moto-haba: 1.81cm   Weight: 115g 
Jihada: Well-forged itame-hada with ji-nie 
Hamon: Splendid notare with kinsuji, sunagashi, ko-ashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Hozon (sword Worthy of Preservation) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, kit, printed description 
 

$3,300  
 
Kurihara Akihide was an extraordinary figure that mentored legendary craftsmen such as the 
future Living National Treasure Miyairi Yukihira and Amata Akitsugu. This delightful tantô was 
crafted by Akihide himself, and it carries a deeply personal history. It was presented as an omamori-
tantô, a talismanic gift, to celebrate the birth of his granddaughter. The blade features a beautifully 
forged itame-hada, and the hamon is a flowing notare alive with kinsuji and sunagashi, ko-ashi and 
thick nie throughout. But a sword like this is much more than what can be seen in the steel. 
Following Akihide's passing, his disciple Amata Akitsugu, himself destined to become a Living 
National Treasure, continued to visit Akihide's granddaughter and personally maintained this 
blade each time he came. It was a most cherished piece, tended by a master's hands out of devotion 
to his teacher's memory. This is a tantô that deserves to be gifted again. Perhaps to celebrate a birth, 
as it once was. Whatever the occasion, let this tantô carry its story forward into a new home. 


















