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item# ujka548         currently available 
     

A SUKENAO KATANA  
signed, shintô period (enpô era: 1675~1677) 
 
Swordsmith:  Ômi no Kami Takagi jû Sukenao saku (近江守高木住助直作) 
Measurements: Length: 71.05cm   Curvature: 1.3cm   Moto-haba: 2.95cm   Weight: 795g 
Jihada:  Expertly forged ko-itame, with exquisite chikei and shining ji-nie 
Hamon: Gorgeous toranba with bright nioiguchi, ô-gunome, ko-nie, kinsuji and sunagashi 
Certificate:  44th NBTHK Jûyô Tôken (designated as an Important sword) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jôjo-saku (ranked as a highly superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, kit, booklet, description 
 

$35,000 
 
It gives Unique Japan great pleasure to introduce this spectacular jûyô tôken katana by Ômi no Kami 
Sukenao, who trained under the grandmaster Echizen no Kami Sukehiro. Sukenao is ranked jôjô-saku 
by Fujishiro, with 59 blades having reached jûyô and a further 4 attaining tokubetsu jûyô, placing 
him firmly among the leading names of Ôsaka shintô.  This marvellous sword carries the majestic 
tôranba hamon, the iconic surging waves that Sukehiro first originated and that continue to inspire 
and amaze collectors to this day. It is an absolutely thrilling blade with plenty of activity, one that 
the NBTHK called "especially outstanding", stating plainly that "this is a masterwork in which Sukenao's 
true ability is fully and unreservedly expressed." If you were to own only one shintô period blade in a 
collection, there is a strong case for it being this sword.  As the katana is in shirasaya only, this 
would be more than an ideal candidate for a custom koshirae project, wave fittings anyone? 
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Arigato! 
 
Thank you for downloading this pdf description.  
 
All available swords are offered on a "first-serious-hold-request", first 
served basis.  Please please visit https://uniquejapan.com/enquire or 
email me (service@uniquejapan.com) straight away with questions and 
further photos and/or advice regarding any sword of interest. 
 
Swords can be paid over a few months if required. We can discuss payment 
plans as certain pieces require a more sizeable investment. 
 
Each sword can be legally owned and exported outside of Japan.  All 
swords have certification papers (origami) such as from the NBTHK and/or 
the NTHK-NPO. 
 
I completely respect that purchasing a sword remotely requires trust. 
You're relying on photographs and descriptions for something deeply 
important. It’s my promise to answer every question thoroughly. I want you 
to feel absolutely confident that the sword you choose is meant for your 
family to cherish and preserve. 
 
All swords from Unique Japan are guaranteed authentic and come with a  
3-day worry-free inspection period upon arrival to your home. 
 
Descriptions and availability are subject to change without notice.  
 
For further information: 
  
Five Steps to Owning a Japanese Sword 
www.uniquejapan.com/resource  
 
We look forward to hearing from you.  We have service offices in Tokyo and 
near London, England.  
 
Thank you, 
 

 
 
 
 
Pablo Kuntz 
Founder, Unique Japan 
 

service@uniquejapan.com 
+44 7954 102 277 (mobile on ‘signal & whatsapp’ / british time) 
 
Unique Japan, Fine Art Dealer 
Antiques license issued by Meguro City 
Tokyo, Japan (No.303291102398) 
 
Unique Japan is the trading name of Marchforth International Limited. 
 




