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Kenshiro Abbe (BRI B5HE VU EL)

ITEM# UJKAS16 ON HOLD

A MASAFUSA KATANA

SIGNED & DATED, SHINTO EDO PERIOD (KYOHO ERA: JANUARY 1727)

Swordsmith: Sasshii-jii Fujiwara Masafusa ()N8R E 5, 3rd.gen)

Measurements: Length: 71.1cm Sori: 1.6cm Moto-haba: 3.1cm Weight: 836¢g

Jihada: Well-forged nashiji-hada with nagare-hada, icy ji-nie, plenty of chikei

Hamon: Spectacular hitatsura hamon in gunome-midare, kinsuji, sunagashi & mega tobiyaki
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword Especially Worthy of Preservation)
Certificate #2: NBTHK Hozon (koshirae Worthy of Preservation)

Certificate #3-4: = NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba & soroi-kanagu certified as Authentic)

Fujishiro rank: Jo-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith)

Provenance: Once the property of the celebrated martial artist Kenshiro Abbe (FIEBIEVURR).
Included: Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, kit, printed description

$22,000

This exceptional katana was forged by 3rd gen Masafusa of Satsuma province - a leading figure of
Satsuma-Shinto school that combined the prowess of Mino-den with the intensity of Soshii-den. This
sword was crafted in 1727, deep into the mid-Edo period, and was once the property of Kenshiro
Abbe, one of the foremost martial artists of the twentieth century. A man who, in fact, introduced
aikido to the United Kingdom in 1955. Its brilliant set of Edo-period koshirae was built in the spirit
of Satsuma warriors; decorated with carp amid waves from the famed Omori school and dragon
menuki make reference to the Dragon Gate legend, an emblem of perseverance, and of higher status.



Kissaki: 3.65cm
Saki-haba; 210cm
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Saki-kasane: 5.2mm

Moto-kasane: 7./ mm

Nagasa: /1lcm

Sori: 1.60cm
Nakago: 214cm

Omosa: 836g

Moto-haba: 310cm

Mekugi-ana: 2




Masafusa (=AXIEFE), was the third generation swordsmith of
Satsuma province whose family name was Maruta S6zaemon
(L2 E45FY). While several smiths carried the Masafusa
name, few works by the other generations are known to survive,
and the name therefore refers in practice to this third generation.
As one of the leading figures of Satsuma-Shinté, he trained
outstanding disciples including Mondo no Shé Masakiyo
(F7KIEIETR), and his most active period falls within the Kyoho
era (1716-1736). His work is characterized by nashi-ji hada and
vigorous hamon mixed with coarse nie - qualities that embody
the powerful and martial temperament of Satsuma-Shinté.

The Satsuma-Shinté tradition began when Maruta Bingo no
Kami Ujifusa (FLEHESFR), a disciple of Wakasa no
Kami Ujifusa (B35FECE) of Mino Province, moved to
Satsuma during the Tenshé era (15731592). The school
established a distinctive style combining the Mino-den with
elements of the Séshd-den. Most Satsuma smiths of the shinté
period trace back to this lineage — including smiths commonly
associated with the Naminohira (i) line, among them
Ichinohira Yasuyo (— 22X and Yamato no Kami Yasuyuki
(RFASFZEAT). Satsuma-Shintd is set apart from other shintd
schools by its powerful sugata and intense hamon.

This sword was forged in the twelfth year of Kyéhé era (1727), at
the height of Masafusa's career. The form recalls Keiché-Shinté
swords - an elongated kissaki and a commanding, assertive
presence. The jihada is a well-forged nashi-ji hada with shirake-
utsuri appearing in the steel. The hamon is a vibrant gunome-
midare internally charged with vigorous nie arranged like prayer
beads and wildly thick imozuru (potato vines) - a hallmark of
Satsuma-Shintd. Pointed togari elements drawn from the Mino-
den add further character to a hamon of exceptional energy. The

sword comes certified NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon.

This exceptional katana was once the property of Kenshiro
Abbe (FrTEREEPUER), one of the foremost martial artists of the
twentieth century - holder of 8th dan in judo, 6th dan in aikido,
and 6th dan in kendo, and the man who introduced aikido to the
UK in 1955, The sword was sourced by his close friend Nobuo
Ogasawara, former curator at the Tokyo National Museum and
a respected author on the subject of nihontd. It's evidently clear
why he had recommended this sword for Abbe-sensei - it holds
an energy reflecting the warrior spirit of the Satsuma people.

lts brilliant set of Owari school Edo-period NBTHK Hozon

certified koshirae features soroi-kanagu (matching set) of carp
amid waves and with the menuki formed of dragons - together
they make reference to the Dragon Gate legend, an emblem of
perseverance, advancement, and the attainment of higher status.
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Location: Satsuma province

Family name: Fujiwara

Secular name: Maruta S6zaemon
Swordsmith: Masafusa (third generation)

ubu-nakago (original, unaltered tang)
katte-sagari-yasurime (slanting file marks)

The shape of the nakago-jiri (butt-end of the tang) is
called iriyama-gata. Iri means ‘enter and yama is
'mountain’, suggesting at the 'base of a mountain.



Although the blade retains its ubu-nakago, a second hole has

been drilled near the base — a hikae-mekugi-ana, used to seat

an additional mekugi for reinforcement during tameshigiri or

hard use. The sword carries no test-cutting inscription, but
the hole alone speaks clearly enough.

The koshirae is fitted with a corresponding second
hole, a detail that is rarely encountered. Blade and
koshirae were conceived together with use in mind

— a coherent statement of the martial outlook of a
Satsuma domain samurai.  This subtle, yet
important characteristic would have clearly
appealed to its former owner, judo champion

Kenshiro Abbe.



Kybhé jani hinoto-hitsuji doshi Shégatsu kichijitsu

Crafted on alucky day in the first month in the twelfth year
of Kyoho era during the Year of the sheep (January 1727)
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

ssued in the 2nd year of Reiwa (2020), November 9th
One, Katana
Mei (signature)
Sasshi-ji Fujiwara Masafusa (Sandai)
Kyénen jini hinoto-hitsuji doshi Shégatsu kichijitsu

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 3-sun 4-bu kyd (711cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)
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DEMONSTRATIONS ¢

This katana was once the property of Kenshiro Abbe
(BRI R 3R VU ER), one of the foremost martial artists of the twentieth
century. The sword was sourced by his close friend Nobuo
Ogasawara, former curator at the Tokyo National Museum and a
respected author on the subject of nihonté.

Abbe-sensei was a Japanese master of judo, aikido, and kendo who
introduced aikido to the United Kingdom in 1955 and founded the
Kyushindo system. He was born in Tokushima province, Japan, and
was first introduced to martial arts by his father - a kendo teacher - at
the age of just 3-years-old.

Kenshiro Abbe (1915~1985)

In 1933 he enrolled at the Butokukai's special teacher training college and was graded 5th dan, graduated,
and retained as an instructor. In 1935, aged only 18, Abbe won both the All Japan East/West Tournament and
the 5th Dan championships - a pinnacle in competitive judo.

In 1938, at the age of 23, Kenshiré Abbe was awarded 6th dan (youngest person ever) and called up for
military service. It was during this period that he first formulated his theory of Kyushindo Budo, and it was also
at this time he was selected as a student by Morihei Ueshiba, the creator of aikido. Aikido was at this time still
secret and Ueshiba only selected special students. Abbe was to study for ten years under Ueshiba and
became his senior student.

The famous encounter that led to that relationship is definitely worth sharing: on a train journey in Japan, Abbe
first met Ueshiba - not knowing at all who he was. Ueshiba offered Abbe his little finger and said "Please
break my finger." (as one does!) Abbe accepted the challenge, and as he took hold of the old man's finger and
tried to break it. Soon he found himself on the floor of the carriage, totally immobilized. Whilst on the floor,
Abbe asked Ueshiba for permission to study under him.

When he arrived in the UK in 1955, invited by the London Judo Society, he demonstrated aikido at the LJS
and at the Royal Albert Hall in London. By 1957, through the various councils he formed, Abbe had

introduced kendo, aikido, karate, ky(ido, jukendb, iaidé, yaridé, and naginatadé to Europe.

A single man had more impact on British martial arts than ANYONE who had gone before or, for that matter,
after. He held 8th dan in judo, 6th dan in aikido, and 6th dan in kendo, with additional dan ranks in karate,
kyGidé, and jakendb.

That a man of such stature would own this Satsuma blade by Masatusa is honestly not surprising - it is fitting in
a way that almost seems inevitable. Satsuma was Japan's most uncompromisingly martial province: the
Shimazu clan ruling it under the same family for centuries, their swordsmen trained in the Jigen school of
swordsmanship, a system built around absolute commitment to a single devastating strike.




Nobuo Ogasawara was the former curator at the Tékyd National Museum and one of the
leading nihonté scholars of his generation. Ogasawara published the authoritative volume
on nihonté koshirae in the Tokyo National Museum's own Nihon no Bijutsu series - Japan's
most prestigious museum publication programme - and his work on the fundamentals of
sword appreciation is cited as a standard reference by Markus Sesko. He was also the co-
author of 'Swords of the Samurai’ with Victor Harris former Keeper of the Department of
the Japanese Antiquities in the British Museum.

SAMURAI

| vicTor
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shirake-utsuri









Satsuma smiths were deliberately and consistently working at the high end of the
temperature range. The result is a strong nie-deki, ara-nie (coarse nie), nie-kuzure
(broken-up nie), and the imozuru hataraki — all point to a forging and quenching
practice that produced aggressive martensite crystallization across a wide zone.

Higher temperature nie-deki is visually spectacular and conveys tremendous
energy, and the Satsuma smiths embraced this as part of their aesthetic. Their
military culture valued punch over refinement. The blades were made for warriors in
a fief that maintained a wartime posture through the entire peacetime Edo period.

nie-kuzure

hakikke-boshi
(sweeping)

ara-nie

high temperature nie-deki



Unigue gunome formations
acting like reverse ashi (legs).

sunagashi

A bright gunome-midare hamon
that is bursting with character.



A close-up view of the impressive imozuru.

imozuru

ji-nie, the body shines



The blade is strong and unwavering.
The visible nie crystals reflects the ice cold
will of the Satsuma warrior.

nie-deki

S < 8
%1“
)
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Brave Warriors of the Shimazu Clan, 1877
Artist: Yoshitoshi (1839~1892)



imozuru

Imozuru (&%) — literally "potato vines' — is a distinctive hamon activity that is
the signature fingerprint of Satsuma-period blades. It is particularly prominent
on the omote side of this katana.

Imozuru are thick, conspicuous inazuma (lightning-bolt-shaped kinsuji) that
runs through the hamon. Where a standard inazuma is relatively fine and
sharp in appearance, imozuru sprawl across the hamon with a thick, winding
presence that truly earns the "potato vine” name,

This feature is almost exclusively associated with Satsuma-shinté and
Satsuma-shinshinté blades. It is one of the most peculiar and regionally .
diagnostic hataraki in the entire nihonté world — and this is textbook imozuru.



Unigue gunome formations similar
to pointed togari illustrating
Satsuma's Mino-den heritage.

sunagashi

A bright gunome-midare hamon
that is bursting with character.



A powerful gunome-midare hamon
with a thick noiguchi in nie-deki.

ji-nie

gunome-midare

thick noiguchi
(crystals that make up the hamon)




Shirasaya
(protective scabbard)

gold habaki with

copper ground




Kuro-roiro-saya
uchigatana-koshirae

CRIREIHFTIIHE)
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Uchigatana-koshirae
lacquered in glossy black

Crafted during the Edo period

NBTHK Hozon
Certificate of Authenticity
et
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NBTHK Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A tsuba designated as Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 2nd year of Reiwa (2020), August 25th
One,
Uchigatana-koshirae lacquered in glossy black
Fuchigashira: motif of a carp amid waves, unsigned
Menuki: motif of a crawling dragon

Isuba: openworks depicting a radish
[suka: white samekawa with brack braids in kata-tsumami-maki

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)



This tsuba was made in the mid-Edo period by Sadanaga (1),
a leading tsuba maker of Kii Province. Sadanaga is held to belong
to the lineage of Héan (1£%2), who moved from Owari to Kii and
later to Aki Province. His work shows the influence of Owari tsuba,
but Sadanaga is known for designs of considered refinement — the
quality of the iron and the clarity of the motif working together.

The tsuba is sukashi, combining a tomoe crest with a
chrysanthemum leat whose outlines form the hitsu-ana. While the
tomoe was not the official crest of the Shimazu (J&518%) clan of
Satsuma, it was used by some of their retainers — and the
restrained simplicity of this piece gives it a distinctly Satsuma
character.

tomoe crest




(reverse)



kurikata

Soroi-kanagu
depicting a carp ascending a waterfall

This stunning soroi-kanagu (matching set of fittings) is by the renowned Omori
school (RERUR), celebrated for its wave designs. The motif draws on a Chinese
legend: of all the fish that attempted to climb the waterfall at the Dragon Gate on
the Yellow River, only the carp succeeded — and in doing so, transformed into a
dragon. The carp ascending the waterfall became, from this, an emblem of
perseverance, advancement, and the attainment of higher status.

kashira



-

SRR LSRR SN BCE AR AR Rt s LB L AR S S AT SRl DS e il Ve $ % ')
SeasrsssRStansRanmae
GRS e

- . R S s :/ SN TS 3 8 > 27 & W
S Sl e St S Ol G LS e N PE W iR G P E I IR L 2 AN AR 55 ek B A
e S S I R IR B

The tsuka is wrapped in white samekawa with black tsumami-maki braiding, a formal
wrapping style well suited to the period.

The menuki are gold dragons, a deliberate complement to the soroi-kanagu, where
dramatic carp are shown ascending a waterfall. The reference is to the Dragon Gate
legend, in which carp that complete the climb transform into dragons. The pairing is
intentional and gives the koshirae an aspirational theme throughout.
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Carp-e diem!



Koshirae bag, rope design
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ARIGATO!

THANK YOU FOR DOWNLOADING THIS PDF DESCRIPTION.

ALL AVAILABLE SWORDS ARE OFFERED ON A "FIRST-SERIOUS-HOLD-REQUEST", FIRST
SERVED BASIS. PLEASE EMAIL ME (SERVICE@QUNIQUEJAPAN.COM) STRAIGHT AWAY WITH
QUESTIONS AND FURTHER PHOTOS AND/OR ADVICE REGARDING ANY SWORD OF
INTEREST.

SWORDS CAN BE PAID OVER A FEW MONTHS IF REQUIRED. WE CAN DISCUSS PAYMENT
PLANS AS CERTAIN PIECES REQUIRE A MORE SIZEABLE INVESTMENT.

EACH SWORD CAN BE LEGALLY OWNED AND EXPORTED OUTSIDE OF JAPAN. ALL
SWORDS HAVE CERTIFICATION PAPERS (ORIGAMI) SUCH AS FROM THE NBTHK AND/OR
THE NTHK-NPO.

[ COMPLETELY RESPECT THAT PURCHASING A SWORD REMOTELY REQUIRES TRUST.
YOU'RE RELYING ON PHOTOGRAPHS AND DESCRIPTIONS FOR SOMETHING DEEPLY
IMPORTANT. IT'S MY PROMISE TO ANSWER EVERY QUESTION THOROUGHLY. [ WANT YOU
TO FEEL ABSOLUTELY CONFIDENT THAT THE SWORD YOU CHOOSE IS MEANT FOR YOUR
FAMILY TO CHERISH AND PRESERVE.

ALL SWORDS FROM UNIQUE JAPAN ARE GUARANTEED AUTHENTIC AND COME WITH A
3-DAY WORRY-FREE INSPECTION PERIOD UPON ARRIVAL TO YOUR HOME.

DESCRIPTIONS AND AVAILABILITY ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

FIVE STEPS TO OWNING A JAPANESE SWORD
WWW.UNIQUEJAPAN.COM/RESOURCE

WE LOOK FORWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU. WE HAVE SERVICE OFFICES IN TOKYO AND
NEAR LONDON, ENGLAND.

THANK YOU,

/A

@y y:
7 PABLO KUNTZ
FOUNDER, UNIQUE JAPAN
SERVICE@UNIQUEJAPAN.COM
+44 7954 102 277 (MOBILE ON ‘SIGNAL & WHATSAPP' / BRITISH TIME)

UNIQUE JAPAN, FINE ART DEALER
ANTIQUES LICENSE ISSUED BY MEGURO CITY
TOKYO, JAPAN (N0.303291102398)

UNIQUE JAPAN IS THE TRADING NAME OF MARCHFORTH INTERNATIONAL LIMITED.





