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item# ujka508         currently available 
     

A ‘KANE’ KATANA   
signed, sue-kotô late muromachi (tenbun era: 1532-1555) 
 
Swordsmith:  Kane (ika-kire) (Sue-Seki) - 兼, 以下切（末関） 
Measurements: Length: 69.9cm (suriage)   Sori: 1.3cm    Moto-haba: 3.14cm   Weight: 675g 
Jihada: Well-forged itame-hada with mokume-hada with shirake-utsuri and chikei 
Hamon: Bright sanbonsugi with sunagashi, kinsuji and midare-komi bôshi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Hozon (sword Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-5: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (sword, koshirae, tsuba and fk certified as Authentic) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, kit, printed description 
 

$7,700  
 
The Seki smiths of Mino province were active in the latter part of the Muromachi period, 
particularly after the Ônin War, and are known collectively as Sue-Seki. Responding to surging 
wartime demand, this group forged for reliability under real combat conditions, sharp, resilient, 
and unlikely to fail at the moment it mattered most. This blade has been shortened from an original 
cutting edge of over 80cm, and as a result only the first character of the signature, "Kane" survives. 
The hamon is a textbook example of sanbonsugi, a togari pattern that “jumps” every third pass like 
a heartbeat. The handsome set of koshirae features a hawk on the tsuba staring down from among 
plum blossoms and on the fuchi-kashira, a young rain dragon caught mid-motion, growing into its 
full power. For anyone taking their first step into Japanese swords, this is  a great place to start. A 
Sengoku-era katana with an eye-catching hamon and koshirae with a story worth recounting. 
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Arigato! 
 
Thank you for downloading this pdf description.  
 
All available swords are offered on a "first-serious-hold-request", first 
served basis.  Please please visit https://uniquejapan.com/enquire or 
email me (service@uniquejapan.com) straight away with questions and 
further photos and/or advice regarding any sword of interest. 
 
Swords can be paid over a few months if required. We can discuss payment 
plans as certain pieces require a more sizeable investment. 
 
Each sword can be legally owned and exported outside of Japan.  All 
swords have certification papers (origami) such as from the NBTHK and/or 
the NTHK-NPO. 
 
I completely respect that purchasing a sword remotely requires trust. 
You're relying on photographs and descriptions for something deeply 
important. It’s my promise to answer every question thoroughly. I want you 
to feel absolutely confident that the sword you choose is meant for your 
family to cherish and preserve. 
 
All swords from Unique Japan are guaranteed authentic and come with a  
3-day worry-free inspection period upon arrival to your home. 
 
Descriptions and availability are subject to change without notice.  
 
For further information: 
  
Five Steps to Owning a Japanese Sword 
www.uniquejapan.com/resource  
 
We look forward to hearing from you.  We have service offices in Tokyo and 
near London, England.  
 
Thank you, 
 

 
 
 
 
Pablo Kuntz 
Founder, Unique Japan 
 

service@uniquejapan.com 
+44 7954 102 277 (mobile on ‘signal & whatsapp’ / british time) 
 
Unique Japan, Fine Art Dealer 
Antiques license issued by Meguro City 
Tokyo, Japan (No.303291102398) 
 
Unique Japan is the trading name of Marchforth International Limited. 
 




