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item# ujka498         currently available 
     

A YOSHIKANE KATANA   
signed, shintô edo period (enpô era: 1673~1681) 
 
Swordsmith:  Chikuzen-jû Minamoto Nobukuni Yoshikane (筑前住源信国吉包) 
Measurements: Length: 71.2cm (ubu)   Sori: 1.51cm    Moto-haba: 3.22cm   Weight: 840g 
Jihada: Expertly forged ko-itame with shining ji-nie and plenty of chikei 
Hamon: Spectacular gunome-chôji-midare with squid-head chôji, sunagashi and tobiyaki 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2: NBTHK Tokubetsu Kichô (koshirae Especially Precious) 
Certificate #3-5: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fuchi-kashira and tsuba certified as Authentic)  
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Tanzan-sensei (Tanobe Michihiro) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Higo-style koshirae, fabric bags, kit, printed description 
 

$25,500 
 
This spectacular katana was forged by Nobukuni Yoshikane, a central figure in the Chikuzen 
Nobukuni school, and retained smith of the Kuroda family.   The hamon is a dazzling gunome-chôji-
midare with brushed sunagashi that lights up the blade in the most fabulous way.  The Higo-inspired 
koshirae was crafted as a unified whole - the harmony between the chrysanthemum tsuba and the 
cross-hatched petals on the kashira is pure class. Tanobe-sensei’s sayagaki described the sword as 
a healthy, superior masterpiece that demonstrates Yoshikane's skill at its absolute peak.  Enjoy! 







http://UNIQUEJAPAN.COM/UJKA498-VIDEO










































Fuchi-kashira
depicting flower petals

This lovely fuchi-kashira was made in Nagasaki during the Meiji period.

Nagasaki - and Hirado in particular - served as Japan's principal gateway for foreign trade, and 
the influx of Western influence reached the metalworkers producing sword fittings. The result was 
a departure from established Japanese conventions toward a more ornate and exotic aesthetic.

This set is a strong example of that tradition. The kashira is carved in the round as a fully three-
dimensional arrangement of flower petals  with fine crosshatched inlay worked across the surface 
that only reveals itself on close inspection. The combination of sculptural ambition and exquisite 
detail is characteristic of Nagasaki work at its most inventive.  

cross-hatched
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Arigato! 
 
Thank you for downloading this pdf description.  
 
All available swords are offered on a "first-serious-hold-request", first 
served basis.  Please email me (service@uniquejapan.com) straight away with 
questions and further photos and/or advice regarding any sword of 
interest. 
 
Swords can be paid over a few months if required. We can discuss payment 
plans as certain pieces require a more sizeable investment. 
 
Each sword can be legally owned and exported outside of Japan.  All 
swords have certification papers (origami) such as from the NBTHK and/or 
the NTHK-NPO. 
 
I completely respect that purchasing a sword remotely requires trust. 
You're relying on photographs and descriptions for something deeply 
important. It’s my promise to answer every question thoroughly. I want you 
to feel absolutely confident that the sword you choose is meant for your 
family to cherish and preserve. 
 
All swords from Unique Japan are guaranteed authentic and come with a  
3-day worry-free inspection period upon arrival to your home. 
 
Descriptions and availability are subject to change without notice.  
 
For further information: 
  
Five Steps to Owning a Japanese Sword 
www.uniquejapan.com/resource  
 
We look forward to hearing from you.  We have service offices in Tokyo and 
near London, England.  
 
Thank you, 
 

 
 
 
 
Pablo Kuntz 
Founder, Unique Japan 
 

service@uniquejapan.com 
+44 7954 102 277 (mobile on ‘signal & whatsapp’ / british time) 
 
Unique Japan, Fine Art Dealer 
Antiques license issued by Meguro City 
Tokyo, Japan (No.303291102398) 
 
Unique Japan is the trading name of Marchforth International Limited. 
 




