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ITEM# UJKA498 CURRENTLY AVAILABLE

A YOSHIKANE KATANA

SIGNED, SHINTO EDO PERIOD (ENPO ERA: 1673~1681)

Swordsmith: Chikuzen-jii Minamoto Nobukuni Yoshikane (Ul {ER(E E & 6)
Measurements: Length: 71.2cm (ubu) Sori: 1.51cm  Moto-haba: 3.22cm  Weight: 840g
Jihada: Expertly forged ko-itame with shining ji-nie and plenty of chikei

Hamon: Spectacular gunome-choji-midare with squid-head choji, sunagashi and tobiyaki
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword Especially Worthy of Preservation)
Certificate #2: NBTHK Tokubetsu Kichd (koshirae Especially Precious)

Certificate #3-5: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (koshirae, fuchi-kashira and tsuba certified as Authentic)
Fujishiro rank: Jo-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith)

Authentication: = Sayagaki by Tanzan-sensei (Tanobe Michihiro)

Included: Shirasaya, Higo-style koshirae, fabric bags, kit, printed description

$25,500

This spectacular katana was forged by Nobukuni Yoshikane, a central figure in the Chikuzen
Nobukuni school, and retained smith of the Kuroda family. The hamon is a dazzling gunome-chdji-
midare with brushed sunagashi that lights up the blade in the most fabulous way. The Higo-inspired
koshirae was crafted as a unified whole - the harmony between the chrysanthemum tsuba and the
cross-hatched petals on the kashira is pure class. Tanobe-sensei’s sayagaki described the sword as
a healthy, superior masterpiece that demonstrates Yoshikane's skill at its absolute peak. Enjoy!



Kissaki: 393cm

N
N

Saki-kasane: 5.2mm Saki-haba; 2.28cm

Moto-kasane: 7.3mm

Nagasa: /1.2cm

Sori: 1.51cm
Nakago: 19.8cm

Omosa: 840g

nice!

Moto-haba: 3.22cm

) o Mekugi-ana: 1




Nobukuni Yoshikane ({5 1E &5 2J) was a central figure in the
Chikuzen Nobukuni school, the retained smiths of the
Kuroda family of Fukuoka Domain throughout the Edo
period. Known also as Nobukuni  Sukezaemon
(B EBLAH ), he was the 14th generation of a lineage
tracing back to the Kyé-Nobukuni tradition of Kyéto. His
father was Nobukuni Yoshitsugu (&YX, younger brother of
the first-generation Yoshimasa (& ¥X)); his son was
Nobukuni Shigekane (EZ/83,), who would become one of the
smiths permitted to engrave the Ichiy-Aoi (hollyhock leaf)
crest on his nakago at the forging ceremony held at Mihama
Palace in 1721, alongside Ichinohira Yasuyo (—-Z24X) of

Satsuma and others.

The school was founded in 1602 when Nobukuni Yoshisada
(# H) moved from Buzen to Hakata in Chikuzen at the
invitation of Kuroda Nagamasa. Yoshikane was Yoshisada's
grandson. From the shinté period onward it became
customary for smiths of this school to carry the Nobukuni
surname. Under the patronage of the Kuroda family the
school produced many notable smiths across successive
generations. Yoshikane's work ranges from gunome-midare
and ko-notare to notare and occasionally suguha, with the
school's characteristic chéji-midare appearing frequently in
his most distinctive pieces, such as this one. He died in 1693,
leaving a body of work that bridges directly to the golden
age of Chikuzen blades.

This excellent and extraordinarily healthy katana was forged
in a fine, tightly forged ko-itame and blessed with light utsuri.
The hamon is a completely dazzling gunome-chéji-midare
that lights up the blade in such a fabulous way. The brushed
sunagashi is just delightful too. This is Yoshikane working in
his finest hour, with active sunagashi and tobiyaki throughout
- such an eye-catching blade. The sword retains its original
ubu-nakago with his thick-chiseled signature. This is indeed a
very strong lokubetsu Hozon sword befitting his j6-saku,
superior sword-making rank.

The koshirae was crafted in Higo-koshirae style, a fitting
complement to the character and location of the Chikuzen
Nobukuni school. The tsuka is uniquely wrapped in smoked
leather fusube-kawa showcasing proud kiri-mon menuki. The
harmony between the chrysanthemum-designed tsuba and
the cross-hatched petals on the kashira is pure class. This
katana has recently returned from Tlanobe-sensei who
described the sword as a healthy, superior masterpiece that
demonstrates Yoshikane's skill at its absolute peak.




WATCH PABLO'S YOUTUBE PRESENTATION OF
UJKA498 - A YOSHIKANE KATANA

UNIQUEJAPAN.COM/UJKA498-VIDEO



http://UNIQUEJAPAN.COM/UJKA498-VIDEO

B (Chiku)

A1l (zen)

f& (Nobu)
& (kuni)
7 (Yoshi)

e (kane)

Location: Chikuzen province

Family name: Minamoto

School name: Nobukuni school
Swordsmith: Yoshikane (first generation)

ubu-nakago (original, unaltered tang)
kiri-yasurime (horizontal file marks)



A thick, confident chiseled

signature, pure Yoshikane.




A meaty nakago, so healthy.

Ha-agari kurijiri - a form in which the rounded
tip of the nakago rises toward the cutting-edge.

(ura, reverse)
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 2/th year of Heisei (2015), May 29th
One, Katana

Mei (signature)
Chikuzen-ji Minamoto Nobukuni Yoshikane

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 3-sun 4-bu kyo (71.2cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)
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Chikuzen-ji Nobukuni Yoshikane

Nobukuni Yoshikane, a resident ot Chikuzen Province

INTFHEFAMEBEIR B HZE 8867 [ TR
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Hachi-ji mei ari Chikuzen Nobukuni ha wa Kuroda-ke no kakae-
kaji de déké wa daihyd kaji no hitori nari. Kare wa Yoshitsugu ko
de Shigekane chichi ni ataru. Mihaba hirome chi-kissaki sori
asaki keitai o teishi seiryd naru ko-itame kitae ni chéji to gunome
ga deiri ichijirushiku kattatsu ni midareru hamon o yaki ashi yoku
hairi nie atsuku sunagashi kakari nioiguchi akaruku sae sugu ni
komaru-béshi ni musubu nado deki yoroshiku honryd hakki no
sukoyakana yGhin nari

This blade features an eight-character signature. The Chikuzen
Nobukuni school served as the official swordsmiths for the
Kuroda clan, and this smith stands as one of their most
prominent figures. He was the son of Yoshitsugu and the father
of Shigekane. The blade has a relatively wide mihaba with a chi-
kissaki and a shallow sori. The kitae is a refined ko-itame. The
hamon is a vibrant, dynamic mix of chéji and gunome,
characterized by significant variation. It is rich with ashi, thick nie,
and sunagashi. The nioiguchi is bright and clear, concluding in a
sugu-komaru béshi. This is a healthy, superior masterpiece that
demonstrates the smith's skill at its absolute peak.

2R = < Iy
Haché 2-shaku 3-sun 4-bu kyd
Blade length ~ /1.2 cm

IRETE PN PR BRI, THEHT )

loki ari Hinoe-uma Yayoi Tanzan shirusu + kad

Written by Tanzan [Tanobe Michihiro] in the third month in the
Year of the Horse of this era (March 2026) + monogram









A hakikake (brushed) boshi with komaru, round turn back.




Simply amazing gunome-chéji-midare.




The hamon is a vibrant, dynamic mix of choji and
qunome, characterized by significant variation. It is rich
with ashi, thick nie, and sunagashi. The nioiguchi is
bright and clear, concluding in a sugu-komaru boshi.
This is a healthy, superior masterpiece that demonstrates
the smith's skill at its absolute peak.

Tanobe-sensei, March 2026




The serenity of sunagashi, the brushed effect seen on top swords,
Reminiscent of a zen rock garden.

sunagashi




A dense, tightly forged ko-itame hada.



This is hamon energy.

tobiyaki
(tempered spot)

The hamon flares well into the ji, body of
the sword in such an impressive manner.



The chgji (clove blossom bud) here is in the shape known as ika-no-
atama chdji, (squid head, how endearing) which is similar to the
workmanship found on Fukuoka-Ishidé swordsmith Moritsuguy,
whose works we have handled at UJ - including a fine jayé téken
piece. Interestingly enough, both Yoshikane and Moritsugu worked
in the Enpd era and in Fukuoka in Chikuzen plus were patrons of the
Kuroda fief Each smith rated j6-saku, and both died within a few
years of each other (Yoshikane in 1693 and Moritsugu in 1701 at
69). Surely they would have had a few glasses of sake together after
a long hot day in the forge. With squid, no doubt.

tobiyaki
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Kuro ni shu-moyé
uchigatana-koshirae

CRAZRALARFT ) )

Uchigatana-koshirae
featuring vermilion patterns
on a black background

Crafted during the
Modern period

NTHK-NPQO Kanteisho
Certificate of Authenticity




The deep red swirls of the saya lacquer

How hot do you like it?
call to mind molten lava.
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Kiché

Certificate of Designation

A koshirae designated as Especially Precious
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 45th year of Showa (1970), September 27th

One,

Uchigatana-koshirae lacquered in Wakasa-nuri style
Fuchigashira with chrysanthemum motif, iron ground
Menuki with a pair of paulownia crests, shakudb ground
Isuba with chrysanthemum motif, iron ground

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)



This finely made tsuba is by the Okamoto school, one of the leading
lineages of Chéshi province, a principal centre of tsuba production.

Chéshi tsuba trace back to the early Edo period and fall broadly into two
traditions: the Shéami lineage, established from the Kan'ei era (1624-
1644), and the Umetada lineage, which rose to prominence during

Genroku (1688-1704). The Okamoto school belongs to the older Shéami

tradition.

The tsuba is a characteristic example of Chéshi work - rounded square in
form, substantial in scale.

The front bears an Igeta (well-crib) crest; the reverse, a chrysanthemum
that harmonizes perfectly with the kashira. Paulownia and vine scrollwork
fill the surrounding areas. The combination of prestigious motits and the
mid-Edo period of production suggests a commission for a daimyé family.

lgeta-mon
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(reverse)



cross-hatched

Fuchi-kashira

depicting flower petals
This lovely fuchi-kashira was made in Nagasaki during the Meiji period.

Nagasaki - and Hirado in particular - served as Japan's principal gateway for foreign trade, and
the influx of Western influence reached the metalworkers producing sword fittings. The result was
a departure from established Japanese conventions toward a more ornate and exotic aesthetic.

This set is a strong example of that tradition. The kashira is carved in the round as a fully three-
dimensional arrangement of flower petals with fine crosshatched inlay worked across the surface
that only reveals itself on close inspection. The combination of sculptural ambition and exquisite
detail is characteristic of Nagasaki work at its most inventive.



The tsuka is covered in black-lacquered samekawa and wrapped
in fusube-kawa (smoked leather) in a unique kawari-maki style.

The menuki are shakudé, featuring kiri-mon. Where the crest is more commonly
gilded, here itis left in the natural black of the metal — a deliberate choice that ties them
to the black samekawa and the dark tones of the fusube-kawa.




Pearl white koshirae bag
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ARIGATO!

THANK YOU FOR DOWNLOADING THIS PDF DESCRIPTION.

ALL AVAILABLE SWORDS ARE OFFERED ON A "FIRST-SERIOUS-HOLD-REQUEST", FIRST
SERVED BASIS. PLEASE EMAIL ME (SERVICE@QUNIQUEJAPAN.COM) STRAIGHT AWAY WITH
QUESTIONS AND FURTHER PHOTOS AND/OR ADVICE REGARDING ANY SWORD OF
INTEREST.

SWORDS CAN BE PAID OVER A FEW MONTHS IF REQUIRED. WE CAN DISCUSS PAYMENT
PLANS AS CERTAIN PIECES REQUIRE A MORE SIZEABLE INVESTMENT.

EACH SWORD CAN BE LEGALLY OWNED AND EXPORTED OUTSIDE OF JAPAN. ALL
SWORDS HAVE CERTIFICATION PAPERS (ORIGAMI) SUCH AS FROM THE NBTHK AND/OR
THE NTHK-NPO.

[ COMPLETELY RESPECT THAT PURCHASING A SWORD REMOTELY REQUIRES TRUST.
YOU'RE RELYING ON PHOTOGRAPHS AND DESCRIPTIONS FOR SOMETHING DEEPLY
IMPORTANT. IT'S MY PROMISE TO ANSWER EVERY QUESTION THOROUGHLY. [ WANT YOU
TO FEEL ABSOLUTELY CONFIDENT THAT THE SWORD YOU CHOOSE IS MEANT FOR YOUR
FAMILY TO CHERISH AND PRESERVE.

ALL SWORDS FROM UNIQUE JAPAN ARE GUARANTEED AUTHENTIC AND COME WITH A
3-DAY WORRY-FREE INSPECTION PERIOD UPON ARRIVAL TO YOUR HOME.

DESCRIPTIONS AND AVAILABILITY ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

FIVE STEPS TO OWNING A JAPANESE SWORD
WWW.UNIQUEJAPAN.COM/RESOURCE

WE LOOK FORWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU. WE HAVE SERVICE OFFICES IN TOKYO AND
NEAR LONDON, ENGLAND.

THANK YOU,

(U
X

SERVICE@UNIQUEJAPAN.COM
+44 7954 102 277 (MOBILE ON ‘SIGNAL & WHATSAPP' / BRITISH TIME)

PABLO KUNTZ
FOUNDER, UNIQUE JAPAN

UNIQUE JAPAN, FINE ART DEALER
ANTIQUES LICENSE ISSUED BY MEGURO CITY
TOKYO, JAPAN (N0.303291102398)

UNIQUE JAPAN IS THE TRADING NAME OF MARCHFORTH INTERNATIONAL LIMITED.





