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item# ujka459         currently available 
     

A MASAMITSU KATANA   
signed & dated, shinshintô late edo period (keiô : august 1865) 
 
Swordsmith:  Geishû-jû Izumo Daijô Masamitsu (芸州住出雲大掾正光) 
Measurements: Length: 69.7cm (ubu)   Sori: 1.0cm    Moto-haba: 3.19cm   Weight: 905g (!) 
Jihada: Tightly forged itame-hada mixed with plentiful chikei 
Hamon: Bright misty chû-suguha with ko-midare, ko-ashi, ko-maru bôshi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificates #2-5: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, soroi, menuki & tsuba certified as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Chû-saku (ranked as an average swordsmith) 
Provenance:  Heirloom of the Asano family from Geishû province 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Hon’ami Nisshû (Former Living National Treasure) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bag, kit, printed description 
 

$9,800  
 
This assured katana by Izumo Daijô Masamitsu was forged in August 1865, at the very peak of 
bakumatsu turmoil (closing years of the shogunate), when the Asano clan of Hiroshima was arming 
itself between the pressures of the shogunate and the rising tide of revolution. This exceptionally 
sharp battle-ready katana is tightly forged and features a chû-suguha hamon with a poetic 
mistiness.  Its elegant late Edo period koshirae with a mother-of-pearl aogai-mijin saya is surely 
original to the sword with striking gold pine-needle menuki by Ôtsuki Hidekuni. The shirasaya comes 
with rare sayagaki by Living National Treasure Hon'ami Nisshû, recording the blade's passage 
within the Asano family. Some swords are made for display. This beauty was made to be carried. 
























































