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Hi everyone,  
 
I hope all is well and that you had a wonderful summer.  In August, Hannah and I travelled to see 
family and friends in Montreal, Canada and we drove about eight hours for Hannah’s first trip to 
New York city.  Hannah went completely bananas when we crossed the Hudson river with the top 
down and Taylor Swift blasting from the speakers ‘Welcome to New York!’ We stayed for three 
nights with my close client and friend Michael, where I was able to reunite myself with his top jûyô 
and tokubetsu jûyô swords that he has acquired through Unique Japan over many years.  I have 
shared a couple photos inside the catalogue regarding the experience.  Loved the fact he had vinyl 
playing in the background, which has inspired me to purchase my own turntable since the 1980s!   
 
So let’s get rocking with the swords in Catalogue 45!  There is a family theme within these twelve 
lots that you’ll definitely appreciate.  We kick things off with an Edo-period daishô that pairs a 
wakizashi and katana by shintô period’s fifth and sixth generation Sukesada of Bizen province. The 
blades beam in gunome-chôji-midare and a brilliantly composed suguha hamon. The daishô koshirae 
features formal black lacquer with gold-accented fittings, all mounted in matching formal attire, 
radiating dignity and a commanding presence. A perfect family keepsake from father to his son. 
 
Next up is a top-class samurai sword Shodai Harima Daijô Tadakuni - a distinguished swordsmith 
of Hizen Province during the mid-1600s. On June 7th, 1665, sword-tester Yamano Ka'emon Nagahisa 
using this muscular blade, severed through two human bodies in one stroke. The test result is 
documented in gold inlay on the nakago solidifying Tadakuni's wazamonô ranking. A gorgeous Edo-
period koshirae with an eye-catching aoi-gai (mother-of-pearl) lacquered scabbard and beautiful 
fittings showcasing a striking wave motif will look incredible on display in any home or office.  We 
then travel back in time to the mid-Kamakura period for a wakizashi by one of my personal 
favourite smiths, Hatakeda Sanemori.  A jôjô-saku smith active during the golden era of Japanese 
sword-making, Sanemori is believed to be the son or student of Moriie, founder of the Hatakeda 
school, who may have descended from the Ichimonji line. This elegant and substantial wakizashi 
displays a vivid chôji-midare that incorporates the school's iconic kawazu-ko-chôji hamon. Lovely 
utsuri is also seen with a heartbeat of ashi, yô, sunagashi, and long lines of kinsuji. Unique Japan can 
arrange to take this sword to Tanobe-sensei for sayagaki services as a well-deserved extra touch.   
 
Sharpness continues with a riveting katana attributed to Kanenori, a skilled smith of the San'ami 
group in Mino province during the Eishô period, circa 1504~1521.  The hamon is a brilliant gunome-
midare with thick nie, interspersed with chôji, pointed togari, tobiyaki, and frequent sightings of 
sunagashi and kinsuji.  This highly collectible sword severed through the chunky shoulder area of 
a human torso in November of 1642 by tester Ôkawa Hachiemon who was retained by lords of the 
Maeda family.  This katana also comes with sayagaki by Hon’ami Chôshiki dating way back to 1884 
(wow) and accompanied by a fabulous koshirae with a set of exquisitely crafted matching-themed 
fittings depicting the famous late Heian period Ujigawa Battle during the tumultuous Genpei war.   
 
The catalogue moves to a terrific Last Samurai katana crafted by Gassan Sadayoshi in November 
1864 who was celebrated for reviving the Gassan school during the Shinshintô period. Trained in Edo 
under Suishinshi Masahide, Sadayoshi with his adopted son, the great Gassan Sadakazu, established a 
thriving workshop in Ôsaka and worked closely with the Japanese Imperial family. This powerful 
katana, was crafted just years before the fall of the Tokugawa shogunate and features an exquisitely 
forged nagare-hada with excellent clarity and consistency. There is a stoic confidence in this sword 
and koshirae that is deeply spiritual.  For those seeking a jûyô tôken katana, be sure to claim the 
next katana attributed to the Miike (pronounced Mee-kay) school from the Late Kamakura period 
that  comes with a prestigious early 11th session NBTHK jûyô-tôken level certification from 1963 
and sayagaki by Kanzan-sensei attesting to the sword being an heirloom of the powerful Shimazu 
family from Satsuma province.  One can consider building a custom koshirae with the Shimazu kamon 
(crest), to pay honourable tribute to the sword and family who took care of it for centuries. 
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We now crank up the volume to eleven with a daishô by Nidai Echigo no Kami Kanesada – a 
phenomenal talent inside Ôsaka-shintô tradition.  Out of respect for his sensei, he relinquished the 
name Kanesada in 1680 and worked under the title Sakakura Gon-no-Shin Terukane when his 
sensei’s son came of age.  Forty-nine of Kanesada’s swords have achieved NBTHK jûyô tôken and 
two have made it to the prestigious rank of NBTHK tokubetsu jûyô. This remarkable daishô with its 
glorious notare hamon and powerful gunome-midare was featured by CNNstyle on the topic of 
antique Japanese swords in which I was interviewed for back in 2015.  Read on for my personal 
backstory on this special samurai-daishô that stands to be cherished by a new and proud owner.   
 
Next is a wonderful katana by a smith I have great respect for, Shodai Ippô -  founder of the Ômi 
branch of the Ishidô school.  Swords crafted by Ippô are rare - more commonly seen are blades by his 
son Sasaki Ippô, making this piece highly collectible and a great pleasure to study. This powerful 
katana has graceful curvature, thick ji-nie, vivid chikei and a hamon that combines artistic brush 
strokes of notare and gunome-midare, with a tôranba-like peak at the monouchi. A handsome late-Edo 
period koshirae lacquered in vermillion with a black base is pure samurai aesthetic. The tsuba 
captures the magnificence of Mount Fuji with a waving tribute to Hokusai's Kanagawa masterpiece.    
 
The glory of the Kamakura period resumes with a long and elegant 700-year-old tachi sugata shaped 
katana by the Senjuin school.  The Senjuin school represents the earliest and most refined among 
the five major schools of the Yamato tradition. Its origins trace back to the late Heian period, when 
smiths connected with Tôdaiji temple and its warrior monks forged blades at a sub-temple in the 
Senju valley. With its koshi-zori and small kissaki, the hamon is a refined hoso-suguha bright with nie, 
gently varied by small gunome. A marvellous uchigatana koshirae dating back to the mid-Edo period 
(1700s) accompanies the sword with the tsuba and menuki recounting the powerful stories of the 
Go-Hôjo clan and Honda family warriors and the brutal siege of Odawara castle during the Sengoku-
jidai in the Late Muromachi period.  This is a samurai sword with integrity and class.  
 

We fast forward to an outstanding katana by third generation Yasutsugu that bears the iconic 
Tokugawa family aoi-mon and was crafted with Nanban-tetsu in Edo, dated February 1666 when the 
smith was 37 years old. Measuring an impressive 72.9cm with futatsu-bi (two parallel grooves), this 
blade features finely forged ko-mokume-hada with ji-nie and plentiful chikei. A graceful suguha hamon 
with ko-gunome and delicate ashi displays brilliant activity with a secondary mekugi-ana suggests a 
previous tameshigiri cutting test. The beautiful Edo-period koshirae features a lovely tsuba attributed 
to Sano Naoyoshi with a taro leaf design and a fuchi-kashira depicting chrysanthemums that is 
certified to Kaga Kuwamura Katsuhisa, who trained in the prestigious Gotô school. Currently on hold. 
 
We complete the catalogue with a katana and wakizashi attributed to first and second generation 
Hôki no Kami Nobutaka -  prominent swordsmiths that served the Owari Tokugawa family. I 
acquired these swords in the UK during the spring of 2023, when they were both in rather terrible 
shape.  I could see the potential though, and so over a period of two years the swords were restored 
by top craftsmen in Japan and then submitted to the NBTHK. I couldn’t believe that the swords 
turned out to be related, another father and son! I was proud on the team effort that made it all 
happen, and preference will go to the client who will take both swords and a ‘family discount’ will 
be offered.  Building a formal daishô would be a meaningful undertaking, although it’s optional.  
 
Thank you all for your continued support, we look forward to serving you. 

 
 
Pablo Kuntz      
September 2025    
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Index of Japanese Swords 
 
ITEM#  PAGE SWORDSMITH & TYPE    CM  CERTIFICATE  ERA / PERIOD   PRICE 
ujdi015     8 A SUKESADA DAISHÔ   70/52 Tokubetsu Hozon  Kan’ei/Kanbun (1624~)   SOLD  
ujka478    41 A TADAKUNI KATANA  63.9 Tokubetsu Hozon  Meireki (1655~1658)   SOLD 
ujwa262    66 A SANEMORI WAKIZASHI 51.9 Tokubetsu Hozon  Bun’ei’ (1264~1275)      SOLD 
ujka479    79 A KANENORI KATANA  64.7 NBTHK Hozon  Eishô (1504~1521)      SOLD 
ujka480   111 A SADAYOSHI  KATANA   72.1 Tokubetsu Hozon  Genji (Nov. 1864)    SOLD 
ujka481   133 A MIIKE KATANA  68.2 NBTHK Jûyô Tôken Kamakura (~1300)   SOLD 
ujdi016   156 A KANESADA DAISHÔ   75/46 Tokubetsu Hozon  Kanbun/Enpô (1669~)   SOLD 
ujka483    196 AN IPPÔ KATANA   63.1     Tokubetsu Hozon  Kan’ei (1624~1644)    SOLD 
ujka486   219 A SENJUIN KATANA  69.7 Tokubetsu Hozon  Kamakura (~1300)   SOLD 
ujka476   243 A YASUTSUGU KATANA  72.9  Tokubetsu Hozon  Kanbun (1661~1673)   SOLD 
ujka418   268 A NOBUTAKA KATANA  65.9 NBTHK Hozon  Keian (1648~1652)      SOLD 
ujwa258   288 A NOBUTAKA WAKIZASHI 50.0 NBTHK Hozon  Keichô (1596~1615)      SOLD 
 
 

ALL PRICES ARE IN US DOLLARS  
 

To access current and previous catalogues, please visit: 
http://new.uniquejapan.com/currently-available-swords-at-unique-japan 

 
To online visitors around the world… 
 
Welcome!  We completely respect the fact it takes a huge leap of 
personal faith in us to commit to a particular sword(s) given the 
reliance on photos and descriptions for such a highly valued item. 
 
It is our promise to address all your questions to the best of our 
ability.  It’s important to us that you feel completely confident 
that the sword you choose (and chooses you) is destined for your 
family to cherish and preserve. 
 
Please take reassurance that all swords from Unique Japan are 
guaranteed authentic and come with a 3-day worry free 
inspection period upon arrival to your home. 
 
We acquire swords on a regular basis and can source swords for 
collectors seeking a specific smith and/or school.  Please inquire 
about our latest arrivals that may not be listed in the catalogue.  
 
Also, be sure let us know if you are travelling to Tokyo as we can 
book a private meeting together at our studio in Meguro. 
 
Domo arigato, 
Pablo 
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currently available  
japanese swords  
 
Released: September 30, 2025 to VIP Clients only 
 
The following pages contain descriptions of authentic 
and certified Japanese swords that were sold in catalogue 
45.   
 
 
Please contact me at service@uniquejapan.com to join 
our VIP Email List for exclusive access to newly released 
swords and catalogues.  
  
 
 
Thank you, 
 

 
 
 
 
Pablo Kuntz 
Founder, Unique Japan 

 
service@uniquejapan.com 
+44 7954 102 277  
(mobile on ‘signal & whatsapp’ / british time) 
 
 
Photos taken for Unique Japan.   
All rights reserved. 
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item# ujdi015          
     

A SUKESADA FATHER & SON DAISHÔ   
signed, shintô period (kan’ei: 1624~1644 & kanbun: 1661~1673) 
 
Swordsmith (k): Yokoyama Kôzuke Daijô Fujiwara Sukesada (6th gen, Bizen) 
Swordsmith: (w): Bizen no kuni jû Osafune Shichibei no jô Sukesada Saku (5th gen, Bizen) 
Measurements (k): Length: 70.9cm (ubu)   Curvature: 1.3cm    Moto-haba: 3.03cm 
Measurements (w): Length: 52.8cm (ubu)   Curvature: 1.2cm    Moto-haba: 3.01cm 
Jihada:  Tightly forged itame-hada and mokume-hada with ji-nie and plentiful chikei  
Hamon:  Spectacular gunome-chôji-midare and suguha with kinsuji, sunagashi, togari 
Certificate #1: 2 x NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (both swords) 
Certificate #2-5: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fk, kogai/kozuka & tsuba certified as Authentic)  
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (son) & Chûjô-saku (father) 
Sharpness:  Wazamonô (dad made sharp swords) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo daishô-koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
This terrific father and son Edo-period daishô pairs a wakizashi and katana by shintô period’s fifth and 
sixth generation Sukesada of Bizen province. The blades beam in vivid contrast of gunome-chôji-
midare and a brilliantly composed suguha hamon. The daishô koshirae features formal black lacquer 
with gold-accented fittings, radiating dignity and a commanding presence. Mounted in matching 
formal attire, this set represents a tangible monument to the Yokoyama family's enduring legacy in 
Japanese sword-making excellence.  A perfect family keepsake from father to his son. 
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item# ujka478           
     

A SHODAI TADAKUNI ‘TAMESHIGIRI’ KATANA   
signed, shintô early edo period (meireki era: 1655~1658) 
 
Swordsmith:  Hizen-jû Harima Daijô Fujiwara Tadakuni (shodai) 
Measurements: Length: 63.9cm (ubu)   Sori: 0.76cm    Moto-haba: 3.16cm   Weight: 745g 
Jihada: Splendid konuka-hada with wonderful ji-nie and plenty of chikei 
Hamon: Beautiful deep chû-suguha with bright nioguchi, nijû-ba, sunagashi and kinsuji 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificates #2: NTHK-NPO Yûshûsaku (as sword designated as Masterwork) 
Certificates #3-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae and tsuba certified as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Wazamonô (rated as a maker of sharp swords) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Shodai Harima Daijô Tadakuni was a distinguished swordsmith of Hizen Province during the 
mid-1600s. While many of his works feature a flamboyant gunome-chôji-midare hamon, Tadakuni 
also forged blades in an elegant suguha exhibiting a dignified aesthetic which this gorgeous katana 
encapsulates. On June 7th, 1665, sword-tester Yamano Ka'emon Nagahisa using this muscular blade, 
severed through two human bodies in one stroke. The test result is documented in gold inlay on 
the nakago solidifying Tadakuni's wazamonô ranking. A gorgeous Edo-period koshirae with an eye-
catching aoi-gai (mother-of-pearl) lacquered scabbard and beautiful fittings showcasing a striking 
wave motif will look incredible on display in any home or office. This is a top-class samurai sword. 
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item# ujwa262          
     

A SANEMORI WAKIZASHI 
unsigned, kotô middle kamakura period (bun’ei era: 1264~1275) 
 
Swordsmith:  Hatakeda Sanemori (shodai) 
Measurements: Length: 51.9cm (o-suriage)   Sori: 1.2cm    Moto-haba: 2.67cm   Weight: 500g 
Jihada:  Splendid itame-mokume-hada with ji-nie and an abundance of chikei 
Hamon:  Gorgeous gunome-chôji-midare with kawazu-ko-chôji, kinsuji, yô and sunagashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jôjô-saku (ranked as a highly superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Hatakeda Sanemori was a jôjô-saku (highly superior) smith active during the mid-Kamakura period, 
(circa 1275) a golden era of Japanese sword-making. The rise of the warrior class and conflicts such 
as the Genpei war and Mongol invasions increased demand for functional swords. Sanemori is 
believed to be the son or student of Moriie, founder of the Hatakeda school, who may have 
descended from the Ichimonji line. This elegant and substantial wakizashi by Sanemori displays a 
vivid chôji-midare that incorporates the school's iconic kawazu-ko-chôji (tadpole-shaped) hamon. 
Lovely utsuri is also seen with a heartbeat of ashi, yô, sunagashi, and long lines of kinsuji. To think 
this sword was crafted 750 years ago...one can spend hours under the light admiring such a piece 
-  the stories it can tell.  Unique Japan can arrange to take this sword to Tanobe-sensei for sayagaki 
services as a well-deserved extra touch.  A custom koshirae can also be considered, ask for details. 
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item# ujka479          
     

A KANENORI ‘TAMESHIGIRI’ KATANA   
unsigned, sue-kotô late muromachi period (eishô era: 1504~1521) 
 
Swordsmith:  Nôshû-jû Kanenori (San’ami school) 
Measurements: Length: 64.7cm (o-suriage)   Sori: 1.4cm    Moto-haba: 2.85cm   Weight: 630g 
Jihada: Well-forged itame-hada with mokume-hada with shirake-utsuri and chikei 
Hamon: Brilliant gunome-chôji-midare with sunagashi, kinsuji, tobiyaki and togari 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Hozon (Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae and tsuba certified as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Chûjô-saku (ranked as an above average swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Wazamonô (rated as a maker of sharp swords) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD (click here to watch Pablo’s video presentation of this sword on YouTube) 
 
This riveting katana has been attributed to Kanenori, a wazamonô smith of the San'ami group in 
Mino province during the Eishô period, circa 1504~1521.  The hamon is a brilliant gunome-midare 
with thick nie, interspersed with chôji, pointed togari, tobiyaki, and frequent sightings of sunagashi 
and kinsuji. This sharp sword severed through the chunky shoulder area of a human torso in 
November of 1642 by tester Ôkawa Hachiemon who was retained by lords of the Maeda family.  This 
katana also comes with sayagaki by Hon’ami Chôshiki dating way back to 1884 and accompanied by 
a fabulous koshirae with a set of exquisitely crafted matching-themed fittings depicting the famous 
late Heian period Ujigawa Battle during the tumultuous Genpei war.  A superb samurai collectible. 
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item# ujka480          
     

A GASSAN SADAYOSHI KATANA   
signed, shinshintô late edo period (genji era: november 1864) 
 
Swordsmith:  Gassan Sadayoshi (shodai, first generation of modern era) 
Measurements: Length: 72.1cm (ubu)   Sori: 2.1cm    Moto-haba: 3.05cm   Weight: 905g 
Jihada: Expertly forged straight grain nagare-hada with plentiful chikei 
Hamon: Vivid suguha with a touch of notare, splendid sunagashi, kinsuji and kuichigai-ba 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificates #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fuchi-kashira and tsuba certified as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo handachi koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
Gassan Sadayoshi (月山貞吉) was celebrated for his leadership in reviving the Gassan school during 
the Shinshintô period. Trained in Edo under Suishinshi Masahide, Sadayoshi with his adopted son, 
the great Gassan Sadakazu, established a thriving workshop in Ôsaka and worked closely with the 
Imperial family. This strong and powerful katana, was crafted just years before the fall of the 
Tokugawa shogunate and features an exquisitely forged nagare-hada with excellent clarity and 
consistency. The hamon is a suguha base with a wonderful bôshi that contains rare kuichigai-ba.  A 
handsome late Edo-period handachi-koshirae with matching fittings and a meaningful polished iron 
tsuba with depictions of the moon and mountain compliments the family name and legacy.  There 
is a quiet, stoic confidence in this sword and koshirae that is deeply spiritual. This is an excellent 
katana for the collector who seeks both refined craftsmanship and a piece of Last Samurai history. 
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item# ujka481          
     

A MIIKE KATANA KATANA   
unsigned, chû-kotô late kamakura period (circa early 1300s) 
 
Swordsmith:  Miike school (Late Kamakura period) 
Measurements: Length: 68.2cm (o-suriage)   Sori: 1.3cm    Moto-haba: 3.07cm   Weight: 565g 
Jihada: Densely forged itame that tends somewhat to nagare and that features plenty of fine 

ji-nie and some shirake all over the blade 
Hamon: Large and gently undulating notare that tends to suguha-chō and that is mixed with 

gunome, many chōji-ashi, shimi along the entire ha, sunagashi, and kinsuji in places 
Certificate #1: 11th NBTHK Jûyô Tôken (an important sword, passed on November 15, 1963) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Kanzan-sensei (Mr. Kanzan Satô) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
The Miike school, based in Chikugo province, traces its origins to the late Heian period with their 
most renowned blade being the Ôdenta Mitsuyo, a National Treasure, and one of Five Great Swords, 
once held by the Maeda family. This wonderful katana attributed to the Miike school dates back to 
the late Kamakura period, circa 1300.  It comes with a prestigious early 11th session jûyô-tôken level 
certification and vintage sayagaki by Kanzan-sensei from 1970 attesting to the sword being an 
heirloom of the powerful Shimazu family from Satsuma province. Its sugata is broad and 
commanding, with a hamon filled with ashi, sunagashi, and kinsuji. A fine sword from a notable 
daimyô family who took care of it for centuries.  Now, onto its next chapter of life. 
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item# ujdi016          
     

A KANESADA DAISHÔ   
signed, shintô early edo period (kanbun~enpô era: 1669~1680) 
 
Swordsmith:  Echigo no Kami Kanesada (2nd gen, Ôsaka) 
Measurements (k): Length: 75.4cm (ubu)   Curvature: 1.9cm    Moto-haba: 3.03cm  Weight: 815g  
Measurements (w): Length: 46.3cm (ubu)   Curvature: 0.9cm    Moto-haba: 2.98cm  Weight: 500g  
Jihada:  Expertly forged itame-hada with shining ji-nie and plentiful chikei  
Hamon:  Glorious notare and gunome-hako-midare with chôji-ashi, sunagashi 
Certificate #1-3: 2 x NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (both swords) + NBTHK Hozon (kogai/kozuka) 
Certificates #4: NTHK-NPO Yûshûsaku (as sword designated as Masterwork and published) 
Certificate #5-6: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, & daishô tsuba certified as Authentic)  
Fujishiro rank:  Jôjo-saku (highly superior smith) 
Sharpness:  Ô-wazamonô (maker of supremely sharp swords) 
Included:  Shirasaya, daishô-koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Nidai Echigo no Kami Kanesada was a phenomenal talent inside the Ôsaka-shintô tradition. Out of 
respect for his sensei shodai Kanesada, he relinquished the name Kanesada in 1680 and worked under 
the title Sakakura Gon-no-Shin Terukane when his sensei’s son came of age.  Forty-nine of his 
swords have achieved NBTHK jûyô tôken and two have made it to tokubetsu jûyô. This remarkable 
daishô with its glorious notare hamon and powerful gunome-midare was featured by CNNstyle on 
the topic of antique Japanese swords in which Pablo was interviewed for in 2015.  Read on for the 
backstory on this special samurai-daishô that stands to be cherished by a new and proud owner. 

























































https://edition.cnn.com/style/article/samurai-swords
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item# ujka483          
     

A SHODAI IPPÔ KATANA   
signed, shintô early edo period (kan’ei era: 1624~1644) 
 
Swordsmith:  Ippô (shodai, first generation) 
Measurements: Length: 63.1cm (ubu)   Sori: 1.2cm    Moto-haba: 2.74cm   Weight: 620g 
Jihada: Beautifully forged itame-hada and masame-hada, plentiful chikei 
Hamon: Gorgeous gunome-chôji-midare with splendid sunagashi and kinsuji 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificates #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fuchi-kashira and tsuba certified as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Wazamonô (rated as a maker of sharp swords) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
Shôdai Ippô was the founder of the Ômi branch of the Ishidô school.  Swords crafted by Ippô are rare 
- more commonly seen are blades by his son Sasaki Ippô, making this piece highly collectible and a 
great pleasure to study. This katana is a well-preserved example with thick ji-nie, and soft chikei 
with a hamon that combines artistic brush strokes of notare and gunome-midare, with a tôranba-like 
peak at the monouchi. At 63.1 cm, the blade is compact and powerful, with graceful curvature. It 
reflects the quiet strength prized in the very early Edo-period. A handsome late-Edo period 
koshirae lacquered in vermillion with a black base is pure samurai aesthetic. The tsuba captures 
the magnificence of Mount Fuji with a waving tribute to Hokusai's Kanagawa masterpiece.   All told, 
this is a collectible samurai sword by a leading figure of early 1600s Japan and master artisan.   















































service@uniquejapan.com  
uniquejapan.com 

	

 
 
item# ujka486         currently available 
     

A SENJUIN KATANA   
unsigned, chû-kotô late kamakura period (circa 1300) 
 
Swordsmith:  Senjuin School 
Measurements: Length: 69.7cm (ô-suriage)   Sori: 2.4cm    Moto-haba: 2.53cm   Weight: 665g 
Jihada: Exquisite mix of mokume, itame, nagare-hada with ji-nie, plentiful chikei and utsuri 
Hamon: Vivid hosô-suguha with ko-gunome, sunagashi, kinsuji and sweeping hakikake 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificates #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fuchi-kashira and tsuba certified as Authentic) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Mid-Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD (click here to watch Pablo’s video presentation of this sword on YouTube) 
 
The Senjuin school represents the earliest and most refined among the five major schools of the 
Yamato tradition. Its origins trace back to the late Heian period, when smiths connected with Tôdaiji 
temple and its warrior monks forged blades at a sub-temple in the Senju valley. The founding 
figure was Yukinobu (行信) in the mid-12th century, followed by Shigehiro (重弘), who served 
Emperor Go-Toba (後鳥羽天皇). The splendid sword with its long and elegant tachi sugata shape 
with koshi-zori and small kissaki, recalls the classical form of the golden Kamakura age. The jigane 
is an itame with nagare, mixed with mokume, covered in fine ji-nie and streaked with chikei. The 
hamon is a refined hoso-suguha bright with nie, gently varied by small gunome. A marvellous 
uchigatana koshirae dating back to the mid-Edo period (1700s) accompanies the sword with the tsuba 
and menuki recounting the powerful stories of the Go-Hôjo clan and Honda family warriors and the 
brutal siege of Odawara castle during the Sengoku-jidai in the Late Muromachi period.  All told, this 
is an impressive 700-year-old Kamakura-period collectible samurai sword with integrity and class. 

https://youtu.be/DGJtws9Dhu0
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item# ujka476         currently available 
     

A SANDAI YASUTSUGU KATANA   
signed & dated, shintô period (kanbun era: february 1666) 
 
Swordsmith:  (Aoi-mon) Yasutsugu Nanban-tetsu o motte Bushû Edo ni oite kore o tsukuru (Edo sandai) 
Measurements: Length: 72.9cm (ubu)   Sori: 1.0cm    Moto-haba: 2.95cm    Weight: 685g 
Jihada:  Beautiful ko-mokume and itame hada with ji-nie and plenty of chikei  
Hamon:  Bright and graceful suguha with small gunome and delicate ashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fk and tsuba certified as Authentic)  
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo-koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD (click here to watch Pablo’s video presentation of this sword on YouTube) 
 
Here is an outstanding katana by third generation Yasutsugu, forged and dated with Nanban-tetsu 
in Edo in February 1666, when the smith was 37 years old. The cutting edge measures an 
impressive 72.9cm with futatsu-bi (two parallel grooves). The hada is a finely forged itame with ji-
nie and plentiful chikei. A graceful suguha hamon with ko-gunome and delicate ashi shines brightly. 
A secondary mekugi-ana near the end of the nakago suggests the blade was either used or intended 
for cutting-test. It’s beautiful Edo-period koshirae has a lovely tsuba attributed to Sano Naoyoshi 
with a taro leaf design that symbolizes prosperity and harmony.  The fuchi-kashira with depictions 
of chrysanthemums is further certified to Kaga Kuwamura Katsuhisa who trained in the Gotô school.  
All told, this is a terrific samurai sword that will shine brightly in a lucky person's collection.   

https://youtu.be/54hQfMNBjbI
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item# ujka418          
     

A NIDAI NOBUTAKA KATANA   
signed, shintô early edo period (keian era: 1648~1652) 
 
Swordsmith:  Zen Haku (ika kire) (Hakushû Nobutaka Nyûdô (2nd gen.) 
Measurements: Length: 65.9cm (suriage)   Sori: 1.1cm    Moto-haba: 3.04cm   Weight: 700g 
Jihada:  Well-forged itame-hada with ji-nie, chikei 
Hamon:  Gorgeous gunome-chôji-midare with kinsuji, sunagashi, yô and togari 
Certificate:  NBTHK Hozon (sword Worthy of Preservation) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD (building custom daishô koshirae with ujwa258)  
 
Born in Kiyosu in 1603, second generation Nobutaka became official swordsmith to Tokugawa 
Yoshinao, founding lord of Owari and son of the great Tokugawa Ieyasu. Granted the title of Hôki no 
Kami in 1633, Nobutaka was celebrated as one of the finest smiths in service to the Tokugawa family. 
Acquired in the UK during the spring of 2023, the wonderful katana was initially in dreadful 
condition, but over a period of two years the sword was restored by top craftsmen in Japan to 
reveal a soaring gunome-choji and notare-midare hamon displaying brilliant yô, elegant sunagashi, and 
striking togari-ba formations. This is a sword with an  encouraging message that brighter days lay 
ahead, even if we find ourselves in the most challenging of circumstances.  Treasure this katana in 
shirasaya only, or potentially consider building a daishô koshirae with the ujwa258 shodai Nobutaka 
wakizashi inside this catalogue that also went through a similar transformative journey. 









































service@uniquejapan.com  
uniquejapan.com 

	

 
 
item# ujwa258          
     

A SHODAI NOBUTAKA WAKIZASHI   
signed, shintô momoyama period (keichô era: 1596~1615) 
 
Swordsmith:  Hôki no Kami Nobutaka (1st gen.) 
Measurements: Length: 50.0cm (ô-suriage)   Sori: 0.6cm    Moto-haba: 3.03cm   Weight: 480g 
Jihada:  Well-forged itame, mokume and nagare-hada with ji-nie, and plentiful chikei 
Hamon:  Vivid gunome-midare with kinsuji, sunagashi, and tobiyaki in nie-deki 
Certificate:  NBTHK Hozon (sword Worthy of Preservation) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD (building custom daishô koshirae with ujka418) 
 
Hôki no Kami Nobutaka (伯耆守信高) was a prominent swordsmith who served as an official 
swordsmith (goyô kaji) for the Owari Tokugawa family, and his name is counted among the famed 
Owari San-saku (‘Three Great Smiths of Owari’), alongside Masatsune (政常) and Ujifusa (氏房). 
Acquired in the UK during the spring of 2023, this splendid wakizashi was initially in very rough 
condition, but over a period of two years the sword was restored by top craftsmen in Japan to 
reveal a snowy white gunome-midare hamon displaying brilliant sunagashi and tobiyaki formations. 
Preference will go to the client who wants to pair this sword with ujka418 Nidai Nobutaka, and a 
‘family discount’ will be offered as such.  Building a formal daishô for the two swords would be a 
meaningful undertaking, although it’s optional.  By the way, there are ten generations of Owari 
Nobutaka to collect, these two pieces will give you a nice head start in your collecting days ahead! 
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Arigato! 
 

Thank you for downloading our catalogue.  
We look forward to serving you.   

 

 
 

Hannah and I in NYC, summer 2025.  Yes, I am sporting a beard these days! 
 
 

Please join our VIP mailing list to be  
informed of recently acquired swords.   

 
Email us at service@uniquejapan.com 

 
uniquejapan.com 

http://uniquejapan.com



