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Hi everyone,  
 
I hope you are all doing great, enjoying the warmer weather as we march on into 2025.  We’ve had 
a wonderful spell of sunshine here in the UK, and I have been taking Barney out for fairly long 
walks in my growing passion for hiking.  Feels good.   I want to congratulate all those that have 
claimed swords in Catalogue 43 and to the numerous private sales of late.  Now it’s time to take a 
stroll into some brilliant Japanese swords that are on offer for you all in Catalogue 44.  Let’s go!! 
 
We kick off the catalogue with a long and graceful tachi by the Ko-Naminohira school that instantly 
transports you to the beaches of Satsuma province from the late 1200s, which Dr. Kanzan Satô dates 
it to and further attributes the blade to the work of Naminohira Yukiyasu.  According to the sayagaki, 
this particular piece was passed down within the Date family in Yoshida province as a family 
heirloom.  A long bo-hi lightens the blade just right - it's easy to envision a samurai on his horse 
galloping with this dependable tachi by his side.  The hamon is a straight laser beam of hoso-suguha, 
synonymous with the Kamakura period with contrasting kinsuji and bright shirake-utsuri. A 
wonderful set of koshirae depicts Enoshima shrine on the fuchi-kashira and has a glorious tachi tsuba 
that makes reference to Japan’s literary masterpiece of the 11th century, The Tale of Genji.  If you 
adore the freedom of the open water, this koshirae will speak to you.  On a side note, I personally 
have a Ko-Naminohira tachi in my collection that will eventually go to our eldest son, Lennon. 

We remain in the glorious Kamakura period to a sword attributed to one of Japan’s finest 
swordsmiths.  Norishige was a fellow student of Masamune under Shintôgo Kunimitsu.  Among the 
early great Sôshû masters, Norishige’s workmanship is closest to that of the Masamune.  The major 
difference is that the kitae produced by Norishige stands out more visibly – resulting in his iconic 
matsukawa-hada - a spiraled grain pattern resembling the bark of old pine trees.  This is a relatively 
short katana that feels agile in hand, and takes you back some seven hundred years with an elegant 
jihada that will absolutely capture your heart.  This is what collecting nihontô is all about.  Claim 
the sword in shirasaya or let’s build a top-class custom koshirae with the finest craftsmen in Japan. 
 
OK, now hold on to your hats (and heads) with this next sword…. this remarkable katana has been 
attributed to the Echizen Seki school – its name originating from a group of swordsmiths that 
migrated to Echizen from Seki city of Mino province.  This sword features an incredible gunome-
midare hamon that swells the width of the body into dramatic dove-tail wave  formations known as 
yahazu-ba.   This splendid hamon harmonizes beautifully with the dragon and wave fittings that 
equally fire up the senses.  A series of extreme tameshigiri tests were performed on this blade that 
include a test on June 22, 1753 where Yamada Genzaemon tested this blade in Asakusa by severing 
through two bodies [in one stroke] and into the earthen mound below. Then, on March 13, 1756, 
Ijima Jûdayû tested this blade at Denmachô prison by severing three times through a body at the 
height of the armpits and into the earthen mound below.  He then proceeded to execute a further 
73 prisoners severing their heads one after another. This is samurai intensity like no other… 
 
This now brings us to a terrific katana by Shodai Kanewaka (Sandai Kanewaka’s grandad). Born 
Tsujimura Jinroku, shodai travelled to Kaga province subsequently founding the Kaga Kanewaka school 
and became so highly esteemed that he was referred to as Kaga Masamune. This fine ubu-nakago 
katana exudes a proud Keichô shintô shape with a well-forged jihada containing a great amount of 
chikei with a bright gunome-midare hamon that dramatically hugs the ha-saki in parts. In wealthy 
Kaga province, ruled by the powerful Maeda clan, and renowned for its gold leaf artistry - the 
samekawa (ray skin) wrapping the sword's hilt (tsuka) was specially lacquered in gleaming gold and 
juxtaposed with meaningful butterflies reflecting the region's rich heritage.  This is a rare, 
celebratory samurai sword to be cherished within your family for generations to come. 
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We stay within the Kanewaka family with a splendidly sharp katana that was crafted by Tsujimura 
Shirô'emon Kanewaka, third generation (and shodai’s grandson) of the Kanewaka family. An awe-
inspiring mountain range comes to mind when admiring the splendid peaks and valleys found in 
its gunome-midare hamon. Adding to the ferocity of this katana, sword tester Matsunami Toki'emon 
performed a tameshigiri test with this blade by severing through a human body at the armpit level 
and directly into the earthen mound below.  One gets the sense that this blade could have easily 
cut multiple bodies in one stroke.  Sword has sayagaki potential with Tanobe-sensei and will 
definitely make for a superb custom koshirae project.   
 
Talented swordsmith Izumi no Kami Morikuni was a student of Izumi no Kami Kaneshige during 
the shintô period, later becoming known as Edo Senjuin. Such great energy is packed into this 
statuesque katana - expertly forged mokume and itame-hada provides the foundation for a brilliant 
gunome midare hamon with impressive sawtooth-like ashi that bite into the blade.  A comparison is 
often drawn between Morikuni and grandmaster Nagasone Kotetsu, as they both shared the same 
sensei in Kaneshige.  A terrific set of koshirae features a wonderfully wise tsuba by Mogarashi Sôten 
along with a detailed fuchi-kashira depicting rats attributed to Ishiguro Masaaki. A delightful trio of 
butterflies form the menuki on the regal jabara-maki braided silk representing joy and longevity. 
 
Our third shirasaya-only sword in the catalogue is by Shodai Yoshikado who was a prominent shintô 
swordsmith that descended from the lineage of Zenjô Kaneyoshi. Yoshikado's career advanced 
significantly when in 1672 he became an official swordsmith of the Mito domain led by Tokugawa 
Mitsukuni, receiving a stipend supporting seven people, prompting his relocation to Mito's 
Daimachi district.  This highly energetic katana is a prime example from the later years of 
Yoshikado's storied career.  The blade's vibrant hamon in nie-deki is an ô-midare with notare elements, 
even hako-midare that is reminiscent of the famed Kanewaka school.  This is a swordsman's sword, 
just the right length to manoeuvre with samurai fluidity.  This katana is currently on hold. 
 
We cap off the catalogue with four recently sold items that I have included as reference pieces.  The 
first is a kogatana by Sumitani Masamine – this miniature masterpiece has been forged in pure 
masame-hada with a bright gunome-midare hamon and comes housed in a beautiful maki-e decorated 
koshirae and charming storage box.  Next is an exceptional wakizashi by grandmaster swordsmith 
Hankei with his iconic "ro-mata" signature from his prime years.  This is a particularly rare and 
significant collector's item with a glorious custom koshirae with Mino school fittings.  Following 
Hankei is a powerful katana attributed to wazamono-ranked Yasushige from the Shitahara school 
with a three-body gold inlay cutting test by Yamano Ka'emon no Jô Nagahisa when he was 62-years-
old.  This sword was just sold at a private meeting at our studio in Tokyo. Our final katana in the 
catalogue is a Ko-Mizuta Sandai Kunishige. This splendid katana was commissioned for Nakayama 
Gen'ue no Jô and further dated to February 1590 during the famed Momoyama period.  Sword is 
housed in a lovely tachi koshirae with matching silver fittings and a powerful Fudo Myô-ô tsuba. 

Thank you all for your passion, trust and continued confidence in our ability to serve you in this 
wonderful world of Japanese samurai swords.  It means a lot to me and the team.   
 
Have a great summer ahead! 
 

 
 
Pablo Kuntz      
Founder, Unique Japan 
May 2025    
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Index of Japanese Swords 
 
ITEM#  PAGE SWORDSMITH & TYPE    CM  CERTIFICATE  ERA / PERIOD   PRICE 
ujka441     9 A KO-NAMINOHIRA TACHI 77.2 Tokubetsu Hozon  Einin (1293~1299)      SOLD 
ujka450    32 A NORISHIGE KATANA  61.5 Tokubetsu Hozon  Shôwa (1312~1317)   SOLD 
ujka440    51 AN ECHIZEN-SEKI KATANA 69.7 NBTHK Hozon  Horeki (1751~1753)      SOLD 
ujka452    76 A KANEWAKA KATANA 68.2 NBTHK Hozon  Keichô (1596~1615)      SOLD 
ujka461   101 A 3-DAI KANEWAKA KATANA 60.7 Tokubetsu Hozon  Enpô (1673~1681)      SOLD 
ujka456   118 A MORIKUNI  KATANA    67.6 Tokubetsu Hozon  Kanbun (1661~1673)   SOLD 
ujka465   142 A YOSHIKADO KATANA   65.8 Tokubetsu Hozon  Kanbun (1661~1673)   SOLD 
ujkg008   161 A MASAMINE KOGATANA  7.5 NTHK Kanteishô  Shôwa (Feb 1984)     SOLD 
ujwa173    178 A HANKEI WAKIZASHI   45.2     Tokubetsu Hozon  Genna (1615~1624)    SOLD 
ujka362   203 A YASUSHIGE KATANA  70.3 NBTHK Hozon  Eiroku (1558~1570)   SOLD   
ujka477   230 A KANESHIGE KATANA  68.6 Tokubetsu Hozon  Tenshô (Feb 1590)     SOLD 
 
 

ALL PRICES ARE IN US DOLLARS 
 

To access current and previous catalogues, please visit: 
http://new.uniquejapan.com/currently-available-swords-at-unique-japan 

 
To online visitors around the world… 
 
Welcome!  We completely respect the fact it takes a huge leap of 
personal faith in us to commit to a particular sword(s) given the 
reliance on photos and descriptions for such a highly valued item. 
 
It is our promise to address all your questions to the best of our 
ability.  It’s important to us that you feel completely confident 
that the sword you choose (and chooses you) is destined for your 
family to cherish and preserve. 
 
Please take reassurance that all swords from Unique Japan are 
guaranteed authentic and come with a 3-day worry free 
inspection period upon arrival to your home. 
 
We acquire swords on a regular basis and can source swords for 
collectors seeking a specific smith and/or school.  Please inquire 
about our latest arrivals that may not be listed in the catalogue.  
 
Also, be sure let us know if you are travelling to Tokyo as we can 
book a private meeting together at our studio in Meguro. 
 
Domo arigato, 
Pablo 
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currently available  
japanese swords  
 
Released: May 23, 2025 to VIP Clients only 
Updated: September 30, 2025 
 
The following pages contain descriptions of authentic 
and certified Japanese swords sold in catalogue 44.   
 
 
Please contact me at service@uniquejapan.com for 
further images and information into items of interest.  
  
 
All swords are offered on a "first-serious-hold-request', 
first served basis. Even if an item is listed as being “on 
hold”, register your interest as it may come available. 
 
Swords may be purchased over a number of months if 
required, please inquire for details. Descriptions and 
availability are subject to change without notice.  
 
Thank you, 
 

 
 
 
 
Pablo Kuntz 
Founder, Unique Japan 

 
service@uniquejapan.com 
+44 7954 102 277  
(mobile on ‘signal & whatsapp’ / british time) 
 

 
Photos taken for Unique Japan.   
All rights reserved. 
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item# ujka441          
     

A KO-NAMINOHIRA TACHI   
unsigned, kotô kamakura period (einin era: 1293~1299) 
 
Swordsmith:  Ko-Naminohira [Yukiyasu - according to Kanzan sayagaki]  
Measurements: Length: 77.2cm (o-suriage)   Sori: 2.4cm    Moto-haba: 2.93cm   Weight: 745g 
Jihada: Nagare-hada mixed with itame and ayasugi with plentiful chikei and shirake utsuri 
Hamon: Beaming hoso-suguha with kinsuji 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fuchi-kashira and tsuba certified as Authentic)  
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (Naminohira Yukiyasu is ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Kanzan-sensei (Dr. Satô Kanzan) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
This long and graceful tachi by the Ko-Naminohira school instantly transports you to the beaches 
of Satsuma province from late 1200s, which Dr. Kanzan Satô dates it to and further attributes the 
blade to the work of Naminohira Yukiyasu.  According to the sayagaki, this particular piece was 
passed down within the Date family in Yoshida province as a family heirloom.  A long bo-hi lightens 
the blade just right - it's easy to envision a samurai on his horse galloping with this dependable 
tachi by his side.  The hamon is a straight laser beam of hoso-suguha, synonymous with the Kamakura 
time period with contrasting kinsuji and bright shirake-utsuri. A wonderful set of koshirae depicts 
Enoshima shrine on the fuchi-kashira and has a glorious over-sized tachi tsuba that references the 
Tale of Genji.  If you have adore the freedom of the open water, this koshirae will speak to you. 



Omosa: 745g

Moto-haba: 2.93cm

<<

Saki-haba: 1.79cm

Nagasa: 77.2cm

Sori: 2.4cm

Mekugi-ana: 1

Moto-kasane: 6.9mm

Nakago: 18.8cm

Saki-kasane: 3.4mm

Kissaki: 2.70cm

































Kuro-roiro-nuri saya 
uchigatana-koshirae  

(黒呂色塗鞘打刀拵)

Uchigatana-koshirae 
lacquered in glossy black

Crafted during the 
Late Edo period 

(1780~1868)

NTHK-NPO Kanteisho 
Certificate of Authenticity
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item# ujka450            
  

A NORISHIGE KATANA   
unsigned, chû-kotô kamakura period (shôwa era: 1312~1317) 
 
Swordsmith:  Etchû Norishige (1st gen.) 
Measurements: Length: 61.5cm (ô-suriage)   Sori: 1.4cm    Moto-haba: 2.81cm   Weight: 585g 
Jihada:  Stand-out itame with mokume and nagare forming matsukawa-hada, darkish steel 
Hamon: Bright suguha mixed with gunome, ko-notare, ashi, kinsuji and sunagashi  
Boshi:   Nie-laden ko-maru kaeri with plenty of hakikake 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificates #2: NTHK-NPO Yûshûsaku (as sword designated as Masterwork) 
Fujishiro rank:  Saijô-saku (ranked as a grandmaster swordsmith) 
Authentication:  Sayagaki by Tanobe-sensei (Tanobe Michihiro) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
It gives us great pleasure to introduce a sword by one Japan’s finest swordsmiths.  Norishige was a 
fellow student of Masamune under Shintôgo Kunimitsu.  Among the early great Sôshû masters, 
Norishige’s workmanship is closest to that of the Masamune.  The major difference is that the kitae 
(grain) produced by Norishige stands out more visibly – resulting in his iconic matsukawa-hada - a 
spiraled grain pattern resembling the bark of old pine trees.  This is a relatively short katana that 
feels agile in hand, and instantly transports you back some seven hundred years with an elegant 
jihada that will absolutely capture your heart.  This is what collecting nihontô is all about.  Claim 
the sword in shirasaya or let’s build a top-class custom koshirae with the finest craftsmen in Japan. 



Omosa: 585g

Moto-haba: 2.81cm

<<

Saki-haba: 1.78cm

Nagasa: 61.5cm

Sori: 1.4cm

Mekugi-ana: 2

Moto-kasane: 4.8mm

Nakago: 18.2cm

Saki-kasane: 3.0mm Kissaki: 2.49cm
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item# ujka440          
     

AN ECHIZEN SEKI ‘TAMESHIGIRI’ KATANA   
unsigned, shintô edo period (horeki era: 1751~1753) 
 
Swordsmith:  Echizen Seki school 
Measurements: Length: 69.7cm (ubu)   Sori: 1.5cm    Moto-haba: 2.93cm   Weight: 705g 
Jihada: Well-forged itame-hada with nagare-hada with darkish steel, chikei 
Hamon: Gorgeous ô-gunome midare with wide yaki, with yahazuba, ashi in nie-deki 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Hozon (sword Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fk and tsuba certified as Authentic)  
Included:  Shirasaya, dragon koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
This remarkable katana has been attributed to the Echizen Seki school – its name originating from 
a group of swordsmiths that migrated to Echizen from Seki city of Mino province.  This sword 
features an incredible gunome-midare hamon that swells the width of the body into dramatic dove-
tail wave  formations known as yahazu-ba.   This splendid hamon harmonizes beautifully with the 
dragon and wave fittings that equally fire up the senses.  A series of extreme tameshigiri tests were 
performed on this blade that include a test on June 22, 1753 where Yamada Genzaemon tested this 
blade in Asakusa by severing through two bodies [in one stroke] and into the earthen mound below. 
Then, on March 13, 1756, Ijima Jûdayû tested this blade at Denmachô prison by severing three times 
through a body at the height of the armpits and into the earthen mound below.  He then proceeded 
to execute a further 73 prisoners severing their heads one after another. This is samurai intensity… 
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item# ujka452               
     

A KANEWAKA KATANA   
signed, shintô momoyama period (keichô era: 1596~1615) 
 
Swordsmith:  Kashû jû Kanewaka Tsukuru (shodai, first generation) 
Measurements: Length: 68.2cm (ubu)   Sori: 1.2cm  Moto-haba: 2.98cm  Weight: 645g 
Jihada:  Itame mixed with nagare-hada with plentiful chikei, tobiyaki with ji-nie 
Hamon:  Bright gunome-midare with dramatic dips, togari, kinsuji and sunagashi 
Certificate #1-2: NBTHK Hozon (a sword and set of menuki Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #3: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a tsuba Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificates #4-5: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (tsuba and koshirae designated Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jôjô-saku (ranked as a highly superior swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Ô-wazamonô (rated as a maker of supremely sharp swords) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
Born Tsujimura Jinroku, Shodai Kanewaka, travelled to Kaga province and founded the prestigious 
Kanewaka school. He became so esteemed that he was referred to as Kaga Masamune. This fine ubu-
nakago katana exudes a proud Keichô shintô shape with a well-forged jihada containing a great 
amount of chikei with a bright gunome-midare hamon that dramatically hugs the ha-saki in parts. In 
wealthy Kaga province, ruled by the powerful Maeda clan, and renowned for its gold leaf artistry - 
the samekawa (ray skin) wrapping the sword's hilt (tsuka) was specially lacquered in gleaming gold 
and juxtaposed with brilliant butterflies reflecting the region's rich heritage.  This is a terrific 
celebratory samurai sword by a highly superior smith to be cherished for generations to come. 
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item# ujka461          
     

A SANDAI KANEWAKA ‘TAMESHIGIRI’ KATANA   
signed, shintô early edo period (enpô era: 1673~1681) 
 
Swordsmith:  Gashû-jû Kanewaka (Shirô’emon) 
Measurements: Length: 60.7cm (ubu)   Sori: 1.2cm    Moto-haba: 3.04cm   Weight: 615g 
Jihada: Well-forged itame-hada and masame-hada with chikei 
Hamon: Splendid gunome midare with wide yaki, with kanitsune, togari and midare-komi 
Certificate:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
This wide and splendidly sharp katana was crafted by Tsujimura Shirô'emon Kanewaka, third 
generation of the Kanewaka family. He succeeded as head of the Kanewaka family in 1677 until his 
death in May 1711.  An awe-inspiring mountain range comes to mind when admiring the splendid 
peaks and valleys found in its gunome-midare hamon. From every angle, the health and vibrancy of 
this 2-shaku sword shines through.  As such, this sword recently passed NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon 
with flying colours. Adding to the ferocity of this katana, sword tester Matsunami Toki'emon 
performed a tameshigiri cutting test with this blade by severing through a human body at the 
armpit level and directly into the earthen mound below.  One gets the distinct sense that this blade 
could have easily cut multiple bodies in one stroke. This sword is an excellent candidate for Tanobe-
sensei sayagaki and also an enjoyable custom koshirae project that Unique Japan will assist the new 
owner with.  Of course, a powerful katana such as this one can also be enjoyed in shirasaya only. 
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item# ujka456          
     

A MORIKUNI KATANA   
signed, shintô early edo period (kanbun era: 1661~1673) 
 
Swordsmith:  Izumi no Kami Minamoto Morikuni (shodai, first generation) 
Measurements: Length: 67.6cm (suriage)   Sori: 0.45cm    Moto-haba: 2.87cm   Weight: 745g 
Jihada: Gorgeous mokume mixed with itame with plentiful chikei 
Hamon: Vibrant gunome-midare with sunagashi and long pointed ashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-5: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fuchi-kashira and tsuba certified as Authentic)  
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shôdo artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
Talented swordsmith Izumi no Kami Morikuni was a student of Izumi no Kami Kaneshige during 
the shintô period, later becoming known as Edo Senjuin. Such great energy is packed into this 
statuesque katana - expertly forged mokume and itame-hada provides the foundation for a brilliant 
gunome midare hamon with impressive sawtooth-like ashi that bite into the blade.  A comparison is 
often drawn between Morikuni and grandmaster Nagasone Kotetsu, as they both shared the same 
sensei in Kaneshige.  A terrific set of koshirae features a wonderfully wise tsuba by Mogarashi Sôten 
along with a detailed fuchi-kashira depicting rats attributed to Ishiguro Masaaki. A delightful trio of 
butterflies form the menuki on the regal jabara-maki braided silk representing joy and longevity. 
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item# ujka465          
     

A YOSHIKADO KATANA   
signed, shintô early edo period (kanbun era: 1661~1671) 
 
Swordsmith:  Noshû Seki Zenryô-ke Echizen no Kami Yoshikado (1st gen.) 
Measurements: Length: 65.8cm (ubu)   Sori: 1.2cm    Moto-haba: 3.0cm   Weight: 680g 
Jihada: Well-forged itame-hada with sparkling ji-nie, chikei 
Hamon: Beautiful nie-deki mix of ô-midare, hako-midare, chôji, togariba, notare, ashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as superior swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Wazamonô (rated as a maker of sharp swords) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Shodai Yoshikado was a prominent shintô swordsmith who descended from the lineage of Zenjô 
Kaneyoshi. Yoshikado's career advanced significantly when in 1672 he became an official 
swordsmith of the Mito domain led by Tokugawa Mitsukuni, receiving a stipend supporting seven 
people, prompting his relocation to Mito's Daimachi district.  This brilliant and highly energetic 
katana is a prime example from the later years of Yoshikado's storied career.  The blade's vibrant 
hamon in nie-deki is an ô-midare with notare elements, even hako-midare that is reminiscent of the 
famed Kanewaka school.  This is a swordsman's sword, just the right length to manoeuvre with 
samurai fluidity.  A custom koshirae is an option for this katana, however, a blade of this quality 
can certainly suffice in shirasaya only – enjoy and study it under the nihontô light for hours on end.  
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item# ujkg008         
     

A MASAMINE KOGATANA 
signed & dated, gendaitô period (shôwa era: february 1984) 
 
Swordsmith:  Masamine (Sumitani, Living National Treasure) 
Measurements: Length: 7.5cm (ubu)   Sori: 0cm    Moto-haba: 1.43cm   Weight: 20g 
Jihada: Beautiful masame-hada with chikei 
Hamon: Gunome midare with midare-komi mixed with ashi 
Certificate #1-2: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (kogatana and koshirae certified as Authentic)  
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, presentation box, fabric bags, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Ryôsanshi Masamine (also read Seihô) was born Sumitani Yoichirô on January 24th 1921.  In 1956 
he established the forge Sanryûtei and was awarded Japan's highest honour of ningen-kokuhô 
(Living National Treasure) in 1981 becoming one of the most influential modern-day swordsmiths. 
In 1975, he began research into tôsu (small knives) modelled after those found in the Shosoin 
Repository. In 1986, he held an exhibition of such small works, and it is believed that this 
delightfully rare kogatana (small blade) was created as part of that research. With a cutting edge of 
7.5cm, this miniature masterpiece has been forged in pure masame-hada with a bright gunome-midare 
hamon that was polished by a mukansa polisher.  This unique piece must not be confused with a 
simple kozuka blade, it is wider, has a habaki and carries more artistic merit.  In fact, the NTHK-
NPO informed us that the judges rate this piece as Yûshûsaku (MasterWork) level.  This little 
dynamo comes housed in a beautiful maki-e decorated koshirae and charming storage box. 
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item# ujwa173          
     

A HANKEI WAKIZASHI   
signed, shintô early edo period (genna era: 1615~1624) 
 
Swordsmith:  Hankei (shodai, first generation) 
Measurements: Length: 45.2cm (ubu)   Sori: 0.6cm    Moto-haba: 3.0cm   Weight: 490g 
Jihada: Rich ô-hada mixed with mokume with plentiful chikei 
Hamon: Gleaming suguha mixed with notare in nie-deki, with kinsuji, sunagashi and ashi 
Certificate #1-2: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword and tsuba Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #3: NBTHK Hozon (a fuchi-kashira Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #4: NTHK-NPO Yûshûsaku (a sword certified as MasterWork)  
Certificate #5-7: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, menuki & kogai/kozuka certified as Authentic)  
Fujishiro rank:  Saijô-saku (ranked as a grandmaster swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Kanzan-sensei (Dr. Satô Kanzan) 
Included:  Shirasaya, custom koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
Grandmaster swordsmith Hankei was born Noda Zenshirô Kiyotaka in Mikawa province.  He began 
his career as a gunsmith in service to Tokugawa Ieyasu. Following the death of Ieyasu in 1616, 
Hankei relocated to Edo and transitioned to the art of sword making. Hankei's stylistic inspiration 
was drawn from Norishige with a unique signature that evolved throughout his career, with two 
primary variations: the "ro-mata" signature from his prime years (that this wakizashi features) and 
the later "ru-mata" mei.  This exceptional wakizashi with from his formative years is a particularly 
rare and significant collector's item with a glorious custom koshirae with Mino school fittings. 



Omosa: 490g

Moto-haba: 3.0cm

<<

Saki-haba: 2.2cm

Sori: 0.6cm

Nagasa: 45.2cm

Mekugi-ana: 2 (one filled)

Moto-kasane: 6.8mm

Nakago: 13.5cm

Saki-kasane: 5.0mm

Kissaki: 3.77cm









NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon 
Certificate of Designation 

A sword designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation 
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 14th year of Heisei (2002), February 14th

One, Wakizashi

Mei (signature)
Hankei

Nagasa (length)
1-shaku 4-sun 9-bu (45.2cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)



















Kuro-ro-nuri saya 
chiisagatana-koshirae  
(黒呂塗鞘小さ刀拵)

Chiisagatana-koshirae
Lacquered in glossy black

Crafted during the 
Late Edo period 

(1780~1868)

NTHK-NPO Kanteisho 
Certificate of Authenticity





NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon 
Certificate of Designation 

A tsuba designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation 
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 9th year of Heisei (1997), October 8th

One, Tsuba

Depicting autumn leaves

Mumei (unsigned)
Mino (Edo-shoki)

Angular shape with rounded-off corners, shakudô with nanako ground,
relief cut into the ground plate, gold accents, 

raised rim with golden rope-style rim trimming, two hitsu-ana

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)



NBTHK Hozon 
Certificate of Designation 

A fuchigashira designated as Worthy of Conservation 
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 29th year of Heisei (2017), December 7th

One, Fuchigashira

Depicting autumn leaves

Mumei (unsigned)
Mino school

Shakudô with nanako ground, relief, gold and silver accents

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)







NBTHK Hozon 
Certificate of Designation 

A fuchigashira designated as Worthy of Conservation 
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 29th year of Heisei (2017), December 7th

One, Fuchigashira

Depicting autumn leaves

Mumei (unsigned)
Mino school

Shakudô with nanako ground, relief, gold and silver accents

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)
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item# ujka362          
     

A YASUSHIGE ‘TAMESHIGIRI’ KATANA   
unsigned, sue-kotô muromachi period (eiroku era: 1558~1570) 
 
Swordsmith:  Shitahara Yasushige  
Measurements: Length: 70.3cm (o-suriage)   Sori: 1.9cm    Moto-haba: 2.82cm   Weight: 660g 
Jihada: Stunning mokume-hada mixed with itame, nagare-hada with plentiful chikei 
Hamon: Gunome midare with ko-notare, togari, kinsuji, sunagashi and ashi in nie-deki 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Hozon (sword Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-3: NBTHK Kichô and Tokubetsu Kichô (koshirae & sword designated as precious) 
Certificate #4-5: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae and tsuba certified as Authentic)  
Fujishiro rank:  Chûjô-saku (ranked as an above average swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Wazamonô (rated as a maker of supremely sharp swords) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
This powerful katana has been attributed to wazamono-ranked Yasushige from the Shitahara school 
– official smiths of the Tokugawa family from the late Muromachi period. The blade features 
stunning whirlpools of mokume, itame and nagare-hada that immediately captures the eye.  Beautiful 
lines of kinsuji further rip through the bright gunome-midare hamon. This katana was tested by 
Yamano Ka'emon no Jô Nagahisa when he was 62-years-old, severing through three stacked bodies in one 
stroke.  The result of the test documented in gold inlay. A terrific set of Edo-period koshirae 
featuring a Mogarashi Sôten tsuba with battling samurai accompanies this highly collectible katana.  
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item# ujka477         
     

A KO-MIZUTA KUNISHIGE KATANA 
signed, sue-kotô momoyama period (tenshô era: february 1590) 
 
Swordsmith:  Bitchû no kuni Azae-jû Ôtsuki Matasaburô Kunishige saku (third generation) 
Measurements: Length: 68.6cm (ubu)   Sori: 1.8cm    Moto-haba: 3.04cm   Weight: 695g 
Jihada: Well-forged mokume-hada mixed with itame with plentiful chikei 
Hamon: Gunome chôji-midare mixed with with yô and long ashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword and tsuba Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, tsuba& soroi kanagu certified as Authentic)  
Authentication: Sayagaki by Kanzan-sensei (Dr. Satô Kanzan) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo tachi koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
The Ko-Mizuta school began when Kunishige of the Bingo Tatsufusa school moved to Bitchû around 
Eishô period (1504~1521). Their work was favoured by warlords in Chûgoku, praised for their 
sharpness.  Since then, the school flourished throughout the shintô period and produced many 
master smiths. Although a number of tantô by the Ko-Mizuta school remain, it is rare to find a 
katana still in existence.  This splendid katana was crafted by Sandai Kunishige and commissioned 
for Nakayama Gen'ue no Jô, likely a vassal of a warlord from Bitchû province, and further dated to 
February 1590 during the famed Momoyama period.  A well-forged swirling mokume-hada with 
exceptional falling yô (leaves) gives this curvy blade an elegant presence.  Sword is housed in a 
lovely tachi koshirae with matching silver fittings and a powerful Esoteric Buddhist Fudo Myô-ô tsuba. 
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Arigato! 
 

Thank you for downloading our catalogue.  
We look forward to serving you.   

 

 
 

I have been doing a good amount of hiking with Barney recently and here we take a break  
by a reservoir near Rochford in Essex.  Barney is enjoying the end of my ham and cheese wrap! 

 
 

Please join our VIP mailing list to be  
informed of recently acquired swords.   

 
Email us at service@uniquejapan.com 

 
uniquejapan.com 

http://new.uniquejapan.com



