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SWORDS FOR SALE vorume 44)

RELEASED: MAY 23, 2025 TO VIP CLIENTS ONLY

THE FOLLOWING PAGES CONTAIN DESCRIPTIONS AND IMAGES
OF GENUINE ANTIQUE JAPANESE SWORDS SOLD TO CLIENTS IN
CATALOGUE 44.

EACH SWORD CAN BE LEGALLY OWNED AND EXPORTED
OUTSIDE OF JAPAN. ALL SWORDS HAVE CERTIFICATION PAPERS
(ORIGAMI) SUCH AS FROM NBTHK AND/OR THE NTHK-NPO.

DESCRIPTIONS AND AVAILABILITY ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE
WITHOUT NOTICE.

PLEASE ENQUIRE FOR ADDITIONAL IMAGES AND INFORMATION
ON SWORDS OF INTEREST TO SERVICE@UNIQUEJAPAN.COM.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO ASSISTING YOU. WE HAVE SERVICE
OFFICES IN TOKYO AND NEAR LONDON, ENGLAND.

// PABLO KUNTZ
% p FOUNDER, UNIQUE JAPAN

UNIQUE JAPAN, FINE ART DEALER
ANTIQUES LICENSE ISSUED BY MEGURO CITY
TOKYO, JAPAN (N0O.303291102398)

FEEL THE HISTORY."
UNIQUEJAPAN.COM
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Hi everyone,

I hope you are all doing great, enjoying the warmer weather as we march on into 2025. We’ve had
a wonderful spell of sunshine here in the UK, and I have been taking Barney out for fairly long
walks in my growing passion for hiking. Feels good. I want to congratulate all those that have
claimed swords in Catalogue 43 and to the numerous private sales of late. Now it’s time to take a
stroll into some brilliant Japanese swords that are on offer for you all in Catalogue 44. Let’s go!!

We kick off the catalogue with a long and graceful tachi by the Ko-Naminohira school that instantly
transports you to the beaches of Satsuma province from the late 1200s, which Dr. Kanzan Saté dates
it to and further attributes the blade to the work of Naminohira Yukiyasu. According to the sayagaki,
this particular piece was passed down within the Date family in Yoshida province as a family
heirloom. A long bo-hi lightens the blade just right - it's easy to envision a samurai on his horse
galloping with this dependable tachi by his side. The hamon is a straight laser beam of hoso-suguha,
synonymous with the Kamakura period with contrasting kinsuji and bright shirake-utsuri. A
wonderful set of koshirae depicts Enoshima shrine on the fuchi-kashira and has a glorious tachi tsuba
that makes reference to Japan’s literary masterpiece of the 11th century, The Tale of Genji. 1f you
adore the freedom of the open water, this koshirae will speak to you. On a side note, I personally
have a Ko-Naminohira tachi in my collection that will eventually go to our eldest son, Lennon.

We remain in the glorious Kamakura period to a sword attributed to one of Japan’s finest
swordsmiths. Norishige was a fellow student of Masamune under Shintégo Kunimitsu. Among the
early great Soshil masters, Norishige’s workmanship is closest to that of the Masamune. The major
difference is that the kitae produced by Norishige stands out more visibly - resulting in his iconic
matsukawa-hada - a spiraled grain pattern resembling the bark of old pine trees. This is a relatively
short katana that feels agile in hand, and takes you back some seven hundred years with an elegant
jihada that will absolutely capture your heart. This is what collecting nihonto is all about. Claim
the sword in shirasaya or let’s build a top-class custom koshirae with the finest craftsmen in Japan.

OK, now hold on to your hats (and heads) with this next sword.... this remarkable katana has been
attributed to the Echizen Seki school - its name originating from a group of swordsmiths that
migrated to Echizen from Seki city of Mino province. This sword features an incredible gunome-
midare hamon that swells the width of the body into dramatic dove-tail wave formations known as
yahazu-ba. This splendid hamon harmonizes beautifully with the dragon and wave fittings that
equally fire up the senses. A series of extreme tameshigiri tests were performed on this blade that
include a test on June 22, 1753 where Yamada Genzaemon tested this blade in Asakusa by severing
through two bodies [in one stroke] and into the earthen mound below. Then, on March 13, 1756,
ljima Jidayi tested this blade at Denmaché prison by severing three times through a body at the
height of the armpits and into the earthen mound below. He then proceeded to execute a further
73 prisoners severing their heads one after another. This is samurai intensity like no other...

This now brings us to a terrific katana by Shodai Kanewaka (Sandai Kanewaka’s grandad). Born
Tsujimura Jinroku, shodai travelled to Kaga province subsequently founding the Kaga Kanewaka school
and became so highly esteemed that he was referred to as Kaga Masamune. This fine ubu-nakago
katana exudes a proud Keicho shinté shape with a well-forged jihada containing a great amount of
chikei with a bright gunome-midare hamon that dramatically hugs the ha-saki in parts. In wealthy
Kaga province, ruled by the powerful Maeda clan, and renowned for its gold leaf artistry - the
samekawa (ray skin) wrapping the sword's hilt (tsuka) was specially lacquered in gleaming gold and
juxtaposed with meaningful butterflies reflecting the region's rich heritage. This is a rare,
celebratory samurai sword to be cherished within your family for generations to come.
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We stay within the Kanewaka family with a splendidly sharp katana that was crafted by Tsujimura
Shiré'emon Kanewaka, third generation (and shodai’s grandson) of the Kanewaka family. An awe-
inspiring mountain range comes to mind when admiring the splendid peaks and valleys found in
its gunome-midare hamon. Adding to the ferocity of this katana, sword tester Matsunami Toki'emon
performed a tameshigiri test with this blade by severing through a human body at the armpit level
and directly into the earthen mound below. One gets the sense that this blade could have easily
cut multiple bodies in one stroke. Sword has sayagaki potential with Tanobe-sensei and will
definitely make for a superb custom koshirae project.

Talented swordsmith Izumi no Kami Morikuni was a student of Izumi no Kami Kaneshige during
the shinté period, later becoming known as Edo Senjuin. Such great energy is packed into this
statuesque katana - expertly forged mokume and itame-hada provides the foundation for a brilliant
gunome midare hamon with impressive sawtooth-like ashi that bite into the blade. A comparison is
often drawn between Morikuni and grandmaster Nagasone Kotetsu, as they both shared the same
sensei in Kaneshige. A terrific set of koshirae features a wonderfully wise tsuba by Mogarashi Soten
along with a detailed fuchi-kashira depicting rats attributed to Ishiguro Masaaki. A delightful trio of
butterflies form the menuki on the regal jabara-maki braided silk representing joy and longevity.

Our third shirasaya-only sword in the catalogue is by Shodai Yoshikado who was a prominent shinto
swordsmith that descended from the lineage of Zenjo Kaneyoshi. Yoshikado's career advanced
significantly when in 1672 he became an official swordsmith of the Mito domain led by Tokugawa
Mitsukuni, receiving a stipend supporting seven people, prompting his relocation to Mito's
Daimachi district. This highly energetic katana is a prime example from the later years of
Yoshikado's storied career. The blade's vibrant hamon in nie-deki is an 6-midare with notare elements,
even hako-midare that is reminiscent of the famed Kanewaka school. This is a swordsman's sword,
just the right length to manoeuvre with samurai fluidity. This katana is currently on hold.

We cap off the catalogue with four recently sold items that I have included as reference pieces. The
tirst is a kogatana by Sumitani Masamine - this miniature masterpiece has been forged in pure
masame-hada with a bright gunome-midare hamon and comes housed in a beautiful maki-e decorated
koshirae and charming storage box. Next is an exceptional wakizashi by grandmaster swordsmith
Hankei with his iconic "ro-mata" signature from his prime years. This is a particularly rare and
significant collector's item with a glorious custom koshirae with Mino school fittings. Following
Hankei is a powerful katana attributed to wazamono-ranked Yasushige from the Shitahara school
with a three-body gold inlay cutting test by Yamano Ka'emon no J6 Nagahisa when he was 62-years-
old. This sword was just sold at a private meeting at our studio in Tokyo. Our final katana in the
catalogue is a Ko-Mizuta Sandai Kunishige. This splendid katana was commissioned for Nakayama
Gen'ue no J6 and further dated to February 1590 during the famed Momoyama period. Sword is
housed in a lovely tachi koshirae with matching silver fittings and a powerful Fudo Myo-6 tsuba.

Thank you all for your passion, trust and continued confidence in our ability to serve you in this
wonderful world of Japanese samurai swords. It means a lot to me and the team.

Have a great summer ahead!

/ Pablo Kuntz
hd Founder, Unique Japan
LA May 2025
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INDEX OF JAPANESE SWORDS
ITEM# PAGE SWORDSMITH & TYPE CM CERTIFICATE ERA /PERIOD PRICE
ujka441 9 A KO-NAMINOHIRA TACHI 77.2 Tokubetsu Hozon Einin (1293~1299) SOLD
ujka450 32 A NORISHIGE KATANA 61.5 Tokubetsu Hozon Showa (1312~1317) SOLD
ujka440 51 AN ECHIZEN-SEKI KATANA 69.7 NBTHK Hozon Horeki (1751~1753) SOLD
ujka452 76 A KANEWAKA KATANA 68.2 NBTHK Hozon Keicho (1596~1615) SOLD
ujka461 101 A 3-DAI KANEWAKA KATANA 60.7 Tokubetsu Hozon Enpd (1673~1681) SOLD
ujka456 118 A MORIKUNI KATANA 67.6 Tokubetsu Hozon Kanbun (1661~1673) SOLD
ujka465 142 A YOSHIKADO KATANA 65.8 Tokubetsu Hozon Kanbun (1661~1673) SOLD
ujkg008 161 A MASAMINE KOGATANA 7.5 NTHK Kanteisho Showa (Feb 1984) SOLD
ujwal73 178 A HANKEI WAKIZASHI 452 Tokubetsu Hozon Genna (1615~1624) SOLD
ujka362 203 A YASUSHIGE KATANA 70.3 NBTHK Hozon Eiroku (1558~1570) SOLD
ujka477 230 A KANESHIGE KATANA 68.6 Tokubetsu Hozon Tensho (Feb 1590) SOLD

ALL PRICES ARE IN US DOLLARS

To access current and previous catalogues, please visit:
http://new.uniquejapan.com/currently-available-swords-at-unique-japan

TO ONLINE VISITORS AROUND THE WORLD...

WELCOME! WE COMPLETELY RESPECT THE FACT IT TAKES A HUGE LEAP OF
PERSONAL FAITH IN US TO COMMIT TO A PARTICULAR SWORD(S) GIVEN THE
RELIANCE ON PHOTOS AND DESCRIPTIONS FOR SUCH A HIGHLY VALUED ITEM.

[T IS OUR PROMISE TO ADDRESS ALL YOUR QUESTIONS TO THE BEST OF OUR
ABILITY. IT'S IMPORTANT TO US THAT YOU FEEL COMPLETELY CONFIDENT
THAT THE SWORD YOU CHOOSE (AND CHOOSES YOU) IS DESTINED FOR YOUR
FAMILY TO CHERISH AND PRESERVE.

PLEASE TAKE REASSURANCE THAT ALL SWORDS FROM UNIQUE JAPAN ARE
GUARANTEED AUTHENTIC AND COME WITH A 3-DAY WORRY FREE
INSPECTION PERIOD UPON ARRIVAL TO YOUR HOME.

WE ACQUIRE SWORDS ON A REGULAR BASIS AND CAN SOURCE SWORDS FOR
COLLECTORS SEEKING A SPECIFIC SMITH AND/OR SCHOOL. PLEASE INQUIRE
ABOUT OUR LATEST ARRIVALS THAT MAY NOT BE LISTED IN THE CATALOGUE.

ALSO, BE SURE LET US KNOW IF YOU ARE TRAVELLING TO TOKYO AS WE CAN
BOOK A PRIVATE MEETING TOGETHER AT OUR STUDIO IN MEGURO.

DOMO ARIGATO,
PABLO



Coming soon...

ujka4/1- A ChégiKatana
15th Tokubetsu Joyd Téken
A gaku-mei masterpiece by the Séden
Bizen grandmaster of the 14th century.

(ON HOLD)




Coming soon...

ujwa262- A Sanemori Wakizashi

NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

A beautiful sword from the Bizen Hatakeda
school crafted during in 13th century.

(PLEASE ENQUIRE)
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CURRENTLY AVAILABLE
JAPANESE SWORDS

RELEASED: MAY 23, 2025 TO VIP CLIENTS ONLY
UPDATED: SEPTEMBER 30, 2025

THE FOLLOWING PAGES CONTAIN DESCRIPTIONS OF AUTHENTIC
AND CERTIFIED JAPANESE SWORDS SOLD IN CATALOGUE 44.

PLEASE CONTACT ME AT SERVICE@UNIQUEJAPAN.COM FOR
FURTHER IMAGES AND INFORMATION INTO ITEMS OF INTEREST.

ALL SWORDS ARE OFFERED ON A "FIRST-SERIOUS-HOLD-REQUEST,
FIRST SERVED BASIS. EVEN IF AN ITEM IS LISTED AS BEING “‘ON
HOLD”, REGISTER YOUR INTEREST AS IT MAY COME AVAILABLE.

SWORDS MAY BE PURCHASED OVER A NUMBER OF MONTHS IF
REQUIRED, PLEASE INQUIRE FOR DETAILS. DESCRIPTIONS AND
AVAILABILITY ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.

THANK YOU,

(U
X

SERVICE@UNIQUEJAPAN.COM
+44 7954 102 277
(MOBILE ON ‘SIGNAL & WHATSAPP' / BRITISH TIME)

PABLO KUNTZ
FOUNDER, UNIQUE JAPAN

PHOTOS TAKEN FOR UNIQUE JAPAN.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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ITEM# UJKA441

A KO-NAMINOHIRA TACHI

UNSIGNED, KOTO KAMAKURA PERIOD (EININ ERA: 1293~1299)

Swordsmith: Ko-Naminohira [Yukiyasu - according to Kanzan sayagaki]

Measurements: Length: 77.2cm (0-suriage) Sori: 2.4cm Moto-haba: 2.93cm Weight: 745¢
Jihada: Nagare-hada mixed with itame and ayasugi with plentiful chikei and shirake utsuri
Hamon: Beaming hoso-suguha with kinsuji

Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword Especially Worthy of Preservation)
Certificate #2-4: = NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (koshirae, fuchi-kashira and tsuba certified as Authentic)
Fujishiro rank: Jo-saku (Naminohira Yukiyasu is ranked as a superior swordsmith)
Authentication: = Sayagaki by Kanzan-sensei (Dr. Saté Kanzan)

Included: Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description

SOLD

This long and graceful tachi by the Ko-Naminohira school instantly transports you to the beaches
of Satsuma province from late 1200s, which Dr. Kanzan Sato dates it to and further attributes the
blade to the work of Naminohira Yukiyasu. According to the sayagaki, this particular piece was
passed down within the Date family in Yoshida province as a family heirloom. A long bo-hi lightens
the blade just right - it's easy to envision a samurai on his horse galloping with this dependable
tachi by his side. The hamon is a straight laser beam of hoso-suguha, synonymous with the Kamakura
time period with contrasting kinsuji and bright shirake-utsuri. A wonderful set of koshirae depicts
Enoshima shrine on the fuchi-kashira and has a glorious over-sized tachi tsuba that references the
Tale of Genji. If you have adore the freedom of the open water, this koshirae will speak to you.



Kissaki: 2.70cm
Saki-haba: 1.79cm £

N
N

Saki-kasane: 3.4mm

Moto-kasane; 6.9mm

Nagasa: //.2cm

Nakago: 18.8cm
Sori: 2.4cm

Omosa: 745g

Moto-haba: 2.93cm

- | Mekugi-ana:




The Naminohira school is one of the oldest sword-
making traditions said to have begun working in
Satsuma province way back in 98/AD.  Satsuma
province is located at the southern end of Japan's
southernmost island Kydishd. The island is known for its
high-quality sand iron that was found on its rivers and
beaches.

The pioneering smiths of the Naminohira school
originally travelled from Japan's old capital Yamato
province, present-day Nara prefecture, and most
impressively, this school worked uninterrupted right up

to the end of the Edo-period 1868.

The two kanji characters that form Naminohira are
Nami, meaning 'wave, and hira being flat, thus
translating to calm seas. Swords of the Naminohira
school were said to have been prized by the Japanese
navy for their name carried such a good omen.

This long and graceful tachi extends for miles into the
horizon - a sword that instantly transports you to the
beaches of Satsuma province from late 1200s, which
Dr. Kanzan Saté dates it to and further attributes the
blade to the work of Naminohira Yukiyasu. Also
according to the sayagaki, this particular piece was
passed down within the Date (pronounced 'Dah-tay’)
family in Yoshida province as a family heirloom.

Yes, the sword is somewhat tired in spots (which is
completely normal as it is over /00-years-old after all),
but the incredible shape of the blade more than makes
up for any shortcomings. A long bo-hi (groove)
lightens the blade just right - it's easy to envision a
samurai on his horse galloping with this dependable
tachi by his side. The hamon is a straight laser beam of
hoso-suguha, a temper line synonymous with the
Kamakura time period. Fabulous dark lines of
contrasting kinsuji can be seen in the yakiba and a
bright shirake-utsuri illuminates the blade held at the
correct angle under the light.

A wonderful set of koshirae compliments this highly
collectible Tokubetsu Hozon sword depicts Enoshima
shrine on the fuchi-kashira and has a glorious over-
sized tachi tsuba that makes reference to Japan's oldest
novel, the Tale of Genji. If you have a passion for
boating and adore the freedom of the open water, this
koshirae will speak to you.




This tachi has an 6-suriage nakago,
where the nakago (tang) was greatly
shortened, and thus the signature lost.
The original length must have been
closer top 90cm in nagasa, impressive.

The shortening procedure was carefully
performed as the overall condition of
the nakago is clean and gently filed.

A bo-hi (groove) runs right through the
nakago, known as kaki-toshi (no end).

kaki-toshi
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 31st year of Heisei (2019), February 25th
One, Tachi

Mumei (unsigned)
Ko-Naminohira

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 5-sun 4-bu (7/7.2cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)
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BVAT
Naminohira Yukiyasu
Naminohira Yukiyasu

{H RS HEEE K= EEE ) Hh
Tadashi 6-suriage mumei nari Einin no koro y(ité nari
O-suriage, unsigned, valiant sword from Einin era

(1293+1299)

HNERRITESEZ
Haché 2-shaku 5-sun 5-bu kore ari
Blade length ~/7.2 cm

B Sl SN VR ey

O [ O SRR A L
lyo no kuni Yoshida Date-ke denrai hin nari
Passed down within the Date family in Yoshida of lyo province

RS BB WL

e =1+ JuERNT (TE#)

Meiji sanjikunen hinoe-uma + kaé

Signed in the 39th year of Meiji era during the Year of the Horse
(1906) + monogram

HEF R E & B 22 (LEE (TEH)
Shéwa kinoe-tatsudoshi shoka kichijitsu Kanzan shirusu + kad
Written by Kanzan sensei on a lucky day in early summer in

Shéwa period during the Year of the Tiger (1964)



Although we don't know who wrote the sayagaki
on the reverse side that references the Date
family background history, it's possible that a past
owner of the sword transcribed this information
from an old shirasaya onto this one.



Modern-day genealogy of the Date (pronounced Dah-tay) Yoshida Family

|

Date Masamune (Main family, Sendai domain)
| son

Date Hidemune (Branch family, Uwajima domain)
1 son

Date Munezumi (2nd branch family, Yoshida domain) | N “ . g

Date Masamune in Sendai

Date Munesada (10th head of Yoshida Date family, viscount during Meiji era)

Head of the Yoshida Date family in 1906

when the shirasaya was crafted









A good look at the flowing nagare/ayasugi-hada.



shingane (core steel)

This is a graceful tachi that is over seven hundred
years old. The stories it can tell...

As such, through polishes over its many centuries of
existence, the core steel known as shingane, can be
seen in parts on this blade. If you are seeking a
perfectly healthy blade, then consider a younger
sword. Butif it's age and a wise old soul you desire,
then this is a samurai sword to cherish,



A beautiful brushed hakikake boshi.




With a long cutting edge of //72cm and a
dramatic curvature of 24cm, this sword
epitomises the classic tachi shape of the
Kamakura period. The simple (yet complex)
hoso-suguha hamon also speaks to its
incredible age and to a time of less is more...

hoso (thin) suguha



/ kinsuji

An impressive line of kinsuji below the hoso-suguha
hamon inside the yakiba - hardened area of the blade.



shirake utsuri

Holding the sword just right, reveals a delightful bright white
shirake-utsuri reflecting the hamon inside the dark jigane
(body) of the sword. This is a key feature of swords made in
the Naminohira, Kongébyde, Enju and Mihara schools.



Shirasaya
(protective scabbard)

gold habaki with

vertical file marks
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Kuro-roiro-nuri saya
uchigatana-koshirae

(R 2 BT TIHE)

Uchigatana-koshirae
lacquered in glossy black

Crafted during the
Late Edo period
(1780~1868)

NTHK-NPQO Kanteisho
Certificate of Authenticity




This tsuba is crafted by Nobuie from Kashi province, inspired
by master metalsmith Myachin Nobuie.

The symbol on the upper right are those used in the
aristocratic game of "Genji-ké (Genji incense)’, in which
each of the b2 symbols represents a different volume of the
lale of Genji. The symbol on this tsuba represents the Hlst
volume, “Ukifune (a boat)," and thus a small boat is featured in
the design of the tsuba.

Ukifune




(reverse)



Fuchi-kashira depicting the revered Enoshima shrine.

Attributed to Yasufusa (1700s), a student of Shodai Tsuchiya Yasuchika

/ ‘ o ” v ‘_"“/ V .‘ s ~'§ \‘l‘

Enoshima shrine during the Meiji period




Beautifully braided by an expert craftsman in Japan.

This charming menuki depicts a bird surfing on an oar,
complimenting the boat motif on the tsuba.
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ITEM# UJKA450

A NORISHIGE KATANA

UNSIGNED, CHU-KOTO KAMAKURA PERIOD (SHOWA ERA: 1312~1317)

Swordsmith: Etchii Norishige (1st gen.)

Measurements: Length: 61.5cm (0-suriage) Sori: 1.4cm Moto-haba: 2.81cm Weight: 585¢
Jihada: Stand-out itame with mokume and nagare forming matsukawa-hada, darkish steel
Hamon: Bright suguha mixed with gunome, ko-notare, ashi, kinsuji and sunagashi

Boshi: Nie-laden ko-maru kaeri with plenty of hakikake

Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword Especially Worthy of Preservation)
Certificates #2: NTHK-NPO Yshtsaku (as sword designated as Masterwork)

Fujishiro rank: Saijo-saku (ranked as a grandmaster swordsmith)

Authentication: = Sayagaki by Tanobe-sensei (Tanobe Michihiro)

Included: Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description

SOLD

It gives us great pleasure to introduce a sword by one Japan’s finest swordsmiths. Norishige was a
tfellow student of Masamune under Shintogo Kunimitsu. Among the early great Sdshii masters,
Norishige’s workmanship is closest to that of the Masamune. The major difference is that the kitae
(grain) produced by Norishige stands out more visibly - resulting in his iconic matsukawa-hada - a
spiraled grain pattern resembling the bark of old pine trees. This is a relatively short katana that
teels agile in hand, and instantly transports you back some seven hundred years with an elegant
jihada that will absolutely capture your heart. This is what collecting nihonto is all about. Claim
the sword in shirasaya or let’s build a top-class custom koshirae with the finest craftsmen in Japan.



Saki-kasane: 3.0mm

Moto-kasane; 4.8mm

Omosa: 585g

Nakago: 18.2cm

Kissaki: 249cm

Saki-haba: 1.78cm

Moto-haba: 2.81cm

I

Nagasa: 61.5cm

Sori: 14cm

Mekugi-ana: 2



According to the Kokon Mei Zukushi (1574 &4 /X) and
other Edo period sword publications, grandmaster
swordsmith Norishige was one of the Ten Students of
Masamune but judging from the shapes of his tachi
and tant6 and dated signatures from the Shéwa era
(IEFA, 1312~317) and Gen'd era (FT)t, 1319-1321), it
appears that he was a fellow student of Masamune
under Shintdgo Kunimitsu CHTRET. [EJf) as

Muromachi period sword texts suggest.

Norishige's workmanship stands among the early
great S6shi masters, with a style closest to that of the
the great Masamune. However, his blades are
generally characterized by a higher nie content , and
his jihada (steel grain pattern) is notably more
prominent than Masamune's work.

What truly distinguishes Norishige's craftsmanship is
the presence of thick and prominent chikei (bright dark
lines in the steel) and his unique jihada, specifically
known as "matsukawa-hada" (pine bark pattern). This
distinctive patterning creates a visual texture
reminiscent of pine bark, setting his work apart from
other master smiths of the period.

lanobe-sensei reviewed this katana and in his sayagaki
he summarized the sword's characteristics as:

".we can overall truly see a reference to the Ko-Hbéki style,
hence | am in agreement with said period attribution, and this
masterwork has an abundance of classical features.”

See the full sayagaki translation later in this description.

This katana represents an opportunity to own and
cherish a sword from one of the most influential
swordsmiths in the nihonté world. Enjoy in shirasaya,
or let's build a memorable custom koshirae together
that your family will cherish for generations to come.




o-suriage nakago
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certiticate of Designation

A sword designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 27th year of Heisei (2015), March 26th
One, Katana

Mumei (unsigned)
Den Norishige

Nagasa (length)

2-shaku O-sun 3-bu (61.5cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)

Ne 1003494




»
L
\;%C‘ ¥ B S

N

p—

-
-

:@_

X

——
—

=

)

q‘

N

D >R /W OAE

NTHK-NPO Yushusaku
Certificate of Authenticity

This katana was designated as Yushusaku (Highly Excellent)
by the Non-Profit Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Sword

Katana

Mumei (unsigned)
Etcha Norishige

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 3-bu kore ari (61.5cm)

Crafted circa Shéwa period (1312~1317)

Issued in 6th year of Reiwa (2024), December 15th
Nihon Token Hozon Kai
(NTHK-NPO)

This sword has reached the highest level of honour at the NTHK-NPO.

Four judges have stamped their names to the certificate.
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Yashasaku A3 photo (included with certificate)
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Etchd no Kuni Saeki Norishige
Saeki Norishige from Etchti Province

OB B 1T [F) TAEMEL T A & - /N 7 RERE L > V7 T
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O-suriage mumei shikashite doks-saku to tsutau. Hosomi, ko-
kissaki de nao koshizori no tsuku keitai o teishi jigane wa itame
ga nagarete 6-moyd ni hadadachi tokorodokoro uzumaki-jé to
nari ji-nie tsuki chikei hari hamon wa suguha ko-midare de nie
atsuku kirameki sunagashi, kinsuji, yubashiri o ashirai kaen-j®
no bashi to naru nado masa ni Ko-Héki o sanshaku-shitaru kan
arite shoden wa shiké-sare koshoku yutaka na yahin nari.

This blade is &-suriage mumei, but was handed down as a
work of Norishige. It has a slender mihaba, a ko-kissaki, and a
koshizori, and displays a jigane in a standing-out and large-
structured itame that tends to uzumaki in places and that
features ji-nie and chikei. The hamon is a suguha komidare with
plenty of sparkling nie that displays sunagashi, kinsuji, and
yubashiri, and with the kaen-style bashi, we can overall truly
see a reference to the Ko-Héki style, hence | am in agreement
with said period attribution, and this masterwork has an
abundance of classical features.

HEXR B4

Hacho ni-shaku sun san-bu

Blade length ~ 61.5 cm
ik R ZE R H 8 HER LR THE47 )

Toki ni kinoe tatsudoshi nagazuki kokutan Tanzan shirusu + kad

Written by Tanzan [Tanobe Michihiro] on a lucky day in
September in the year of the dragon of this era (2024) +
monogram.









matsukawa-hada (pine bark pattern)

S

S

T TG,

T




A gorgeous hakikake (brushed) boshi with a short kaeri (turn back).




sparkling nie.
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The nie content in Norishige's work is
generally as being higher than that of
the great Masamune (pictured above).



A delightful suguha (straight) hamon mixed with ko-midare (small waves).

5




Cherish the channels of chikei and kinsuiji.

chikei

kinsuji




The beauty that is Norishige.
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If | can turn back time...




An Amata Kunitsugu Katana

A recently completed custom koshirae
featuring a Myéchin Muneyuki tsuba, a
Shéunsai fuchi-kashira and koi menuki.
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ITEM# UJKA440

AN ECHIZEN SEKI ‘TAMESHIGIRI" KATANA

UNSIGNED, SHINTO EDO PERIOD (HOREKI ERA: 1751~1753)

Swordsmith: Echizen Seki school

Measurements: Length: 69.7cm (ubu) Sori: 1.5cm  Moto-haba: 2.93cm Weight: 705¢g
Jihada: Well-forged itame-hada with nagare-hada with darkish steel, chikei

Hamon: Gorgeous 0-gunome midare with wide yaki, with yahazuba, ashi in nie-deki
Certificate #1: NBTHK Hozon (sword Worthy of Preservation)

Certificate #2-4: = NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (koshirae, fk and tsuba certified as Authentic)
Included: Shirasaya, dragon koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description

SOLD

This remarkable katana has been attributed to the Echizen Seki school - its name originating from
a group of swordsmiths that migrated to Echizen from Seki city of Mino province. This sword
features an incredible gunome-midare hamon that swells the width of the body into dramatic dove-
tail wave formations known as yahazu-ba. This splendid hamon harmonizes beautifully with the
dragon and wave fittings that equally fire up the senses. A series of extreme tameshigiri tests were
performed on this blade that include a test on June 22, 1753 where Yamada Genzaemon tested this
blade in Asakusa by severing through two bodies [in one stroke] and into the earthen mound below.
Then, on March 13, 1756, Ijima Jidayii tested this blade at Denmacho prison by severing three times
through a body at the height of the armpits and into the earthen mound below. He then proceeded
to execute a further 73 prisoners severing their heads one after another. This is samurai intensity...




N
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Saki-kasane: 4.4mm

Moto-kasane: 71mm

Omosa: /0bg

Nakago: 190cm

Kissaki: 3.85cm

Saki-haba: 1.88cm

Moto-haba: 293cm

Nagasa: 69.7/cm

Sori: 1.5em

Mekugi-ana: 1



In the late 16th century, Echizen province was
conquered by Oda Nobunaga (fik F1{E &), and later
Shibata Katsuie (%2 H 557) was sent to the region to
build a large-scale castle, which resulted in dramatically
developing the region.

Swordsmiths from Omi, Yamashiro, Mino, and other
areas subsequently emigrated to Echizen province.
The group that migrated from Seki city of Mino
province (modern-day Gifu prefecture) is formally
called Echizen Seki, the maker attribution for this
remarkable katana.

This is the kind of sword that will quicken the pulse rate
of even the most stoic of individuals. Placing the sword
under the light reveals an incredible gunome-midare
hamon that swells the width of the body into dramatic
dove-tail wave formations known as yahazu-ba. This
splendid hamon harmonizes beautifully with the
dragon and wave fittings that equally fire up the senses.

But it may be the tameshigiri (cutting tests) that truly
turns heads (pun intended, you'll see). The first
tameshigiri test chiseled onto the nakago states that on
June 22, 1753, Year of the Rooster Yamada
Genzaemon tested this blade in Asakusa by severing
through two bodies [in one stroke] and into the earthen
mound below.

Then, on March 13,1756, Year of the Rat, lima Jadayd
tested this blade at Denmaché prison by severing three
times through a body at the height of the armpits and
into the earthen mound below. He then proceeded to
execute a further /3 prisoners severing their heads
one after another...

Markus Sesko, author of TAMESHIGIRI, provided this

feedback after he translated the test for us:

"this is the first time that | have seen a cutting test
performed on so many heads!... he probably must have
swept out the entire [Denmaché] jail that day..."”

Although this sword is rated NBTHK Hozon (as it is

unsigned), make no mistake that in terms of condition
of the sword, this is a Tokubetsu Hozon level of quality.

What an intense samurai collectible sword this is.




Location: Echizen province
School name: Echizen Seki school

ubu-nakago (original, unaltered tang)
katte-sagari yasurime (slanting file marks)

% (Ho)

J& (reki)

= (san)

(Futatsu) —. P9 (tori)
N [ 7~ (roku)
(d) H (gatsu)
e (nijo)
(do) 1= 5 Em) "
nichi
(dan) 14 B (oite)
(barai) Tﬁ' ?% (Asa)
(Yama) 1L B (kusa)
(da) H
(EDEA
(za) I&
(e)
(mon) 4 Haéreki san tori rokugatsu nijaninichi Asakusa ni oite, futatsu-dé
(tamesu) 7 dodan-barai Yamada Genzaemon kore o tamesu
(kore) 2

On the 22nd day of the sixth month in the third year of Héreki

era (June 22,1753), Year of the Rooster, Yamada Genzaemon
tested this blade in Asakusa by severing through two bodies [in
one stroke] and into the earthen mound below.



Héreki roku ne sangatsu jasannichi Denma-ché ni oite
lima JadayG kore o tamesu, karigane mitsuba-giri
dodan-barai kubi oioi nanajiisan otosu

On March 13, 1/56, Year of the Rat, liima Jadayd
tested this blade at Denmaché by severing three times
through a body at the height of the armpits and into the
earthen mound below.

He then proceeded to execute a further /3 prisoners
severing their heads one after another..

(Kari) J&
(gane) 4
(mitsu) —

(ba)

(giri) ¥

(do) T=

(dan) &
(barai)
(kubi) &

(oi) =]
(o) %
(nana) &
(i) 7

(san) —

(otosu) /3

Seventy-three times

T (Ho)
J& (reki)

7~ (roku)
+ (ne)
= (san)
H (gatsu)
1 (o)
= (san)
H (nichi)
A (oite)
& (Den)

55 (ma)

T (cho)

S ()

55 (jima)
= (Jo)

K (da)

K (y0)

7 (tamesu)
Z (kore)



In Asakusa, there was an execution site called Kozukahara
Penitentiary, where about 200,000 executions were carried
out from its foundation in 1651 until its abolition in 18/3.

Cutting tests were performed by the Yamada Asaemon
family, but when the volume of executions became too large,
apprentices performed the work. Yamada Genzaemon was
associated with the Yamada Asaemon family.




Three decapitated heads on display at Kurayamamisaka execution grounds in Yokohama.

Photo taken by Felice Beato in 1869 - an ltalian-British war photographer and one of the first

to take photographs in East Asia. Scanned from page 113 of Markus Sesko's book
TAMESHIGIRI' - History and Development of Japanese Sword Testing

Denma-cho Réyashiki was a large prison and execution site that
was in operation from circa 1600 to 187/5. The execution platform
had a dedicated space for cutting test, called "otameshi-ba.’

liima Jadaya was one of the executioners.
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NBTHK Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the bth year of Reiwa (2023), March 3lst
One, Katana

Mumei (unsigned)
Echizen Seki
(Kiritsuke-mei) Héreki san tori rokugatsu nijtininichi Asakusa ni oite
futatsu-dé dodan-barai Yamada Genzaemon kore o tamesu
Haéreki roku ne sangatsu jisannichi Denma-ché ni oite ljima Jadayd kore o tamesu
karigane mitsuba-giri dodan-barai kubi oioi nanajiisan otosu

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 3-sun (69.7cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)

**As a rule of the NBTHK| any sword made from the Muromachi period onwards (1400~)
that is unsigned, the highest level of certification will be NBTHK Hozon. In terms of quality,
had this sword been signed it would surely have been granted NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon.









Full-length bo-hi (groove) that helps
with the sword's cutting ability.

Peak performance,



Deep, courageous swells form the gunome-midare hamon.




Splendid dove-tail shaped midare elements
that resemble yahazu (arrow notches).



See the light. Feel the energy.




Face the storm. Tame the dragon.

You got this.



sayagaki potential

Shirasaya
(protective scabbard)

gold habaki with

horizontal file marks




Kuro-roiro-nuri saya
uchigatana-koshirae

(R BT )

Uchigatana-koshirae
lacquered in glossy black

Crafted during the
Late Edo period
(1780~1868)

NTHK-NPQO Kanteisho
Certificate of Authenticity




This striking tsuba carries cloud dragon theme with gold color
accents on the rim.
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The Yoshioka Inaba no Suke family, along with the Goté family,
was a prestigious family that served as the official craftsmen of
the Tokugawa shogunate. ltems delivered to the shogunate

were mostly unsigned.
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This type of work with relief and color accents on shakudé with
nanako ground is the traditional technique of the family, and the
more formal style found in the Edo period.
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(reverse)



Fuchi-kashira
attributed to
Yanagawa Naotsune

(Middle Edo period 1700~1780)

Depicting cloud dragons.

The Yanagawa school was founded by Naomasa Yanagawa (F1) 11 1ELIEZ), who
was an outstanding student of Yokoya Sémin (B 52 HR).

Based in Kanda, Edo, they specialized in works in relief with color accents
on shakudb ground. This fuchi-kashira exemplifies their work.



Gold crawling dragon menuki guard the koshirae.

The tsuka (hilt) is braided in black silk with aged ' ,

white samekawa (ray skin).




mimi (tsuba rim)

fuchi (collar)

Dragons at scale.
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This is the original torokusho (handwritten registration card) for the
Echizen Seki katana. The card was registered in May of the 35th
year of Showa era (1960) in Yamanashi prefecture and one of the
earliest recorded swords given a serial number of just 5467



Koshirae bag
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A complimentary sword maintenance kit with
mekugi-nuki and a bottle of Fujishiro sword ol
(trusted by the Japanese sword museum) is
included with all sword purchases.

safe, extra large cloth for
adding oil to the blade
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ITEM# UJKA452

A KANEWAKA KATANA

SIGNED, SHINTO MOMOYAMA PERIOD (KEICHO ERA: 1596~1615)

Swordsmith: Kashii jit Kanewaka Tsukuru (shodai, first generation)

Measurements: Length: 68.2cm (ubu) Sori: 1.2cm Moto-haba: 2.98cm Weight: 645g
Jihada: Itame mixed with nagare-hada with plentiful chikei, tobiyaki with ji-nie
Hamon: Bright gunome-midare with dramatic dips, togari, kinsuji and sunagashi
Certificate #1-2:  NBTHK Hozon (a sword and set of menuki Worthy of Preservation)
Certificate #3: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a tsuba Especially Worthy of Preservation)
Certificates #4-5: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba and koshirae designated Authentic)
Fujishiro rank: Jojo-saku (ranked as a highly superior swordsmith)

Sharpness: O-wazamono (rated as a maker of supremely sharp swords)

Included: Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description

SOLD

Born Tsujimura Jinroku, Shodai Kanewaka, travelled to Kaga province and founded the prestigious
Kanewaka school. He became so esteemed that he was referred to as Kaga Masamune. This fine ubu-
nakago katana exudes a proud Keicho shintd shape with a well-forged jihada containing a great
amount of chikei with a bright gunome-midare hamon that dramatically hugs the ha-saki in parts. In
wealthy Kaga province, ruled by the powerful Maeda clan, and renowned for its gold leaf artistry -
the samekawa (ray skin) wrapping the sword's hilt (tsuka) was specially lacquered in gleaming gold
and juxtaposed with brilliant butterflies reflecting the region's rich heritage. This is a terrific
celebratory samurai sword by a highly superior smith to be cherished for generations to come.



N
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Saki-kasane: 4.4mm

Moto-kasane; 7.2mm

Omosa: 6459

Nakago: 19.2cm

Kissaki: 3.36cm
Saki-haba: 192cm

Moto-haba: 298cm

Nagasa: 68.2cm

Sori: 1.2cm

Mekugi-ana: 1



The famed Kanewaka family of smiths all started in
Mino province during the Bunmei era (1469~1487)
with first generation Mino Kanewaka said to be a
descendent of great swordsmith Shizu Saburo Kaneuji.

Fast forward to 1605, the fifth generation Kanewaka,
born Tsujimura Jinroku, travelled to Kaga province
from either Mino or Inuyama in Owari, subsequently
founding the Kaga Kanewaka school and becoming
Kashi (Gash() jo Kanewaka. He received the title
Etchu no Kami circa 1620 and he died in 1628.

Shodai Kanewaka demonstrated a magnificent range
of skill, crafting katana in classic Keiché shinté suguta
(shape), wakizashi and tanté. In his early years he
worked in the Mino tradition (that we see in this sword)
and later on when signing with the name Takahira, he
show skilfully cut horimono in the form of shéchikubai
(pine, bamboo and plum) or kurikara.

Kanewaka was so highly esteemed that he was
referred to as Kaga Masamune - in tribute to one of
Japan's most celebrated swordsmiths. And because of
his fame, his blades were quite expensive for the
average samurai, resulting in the famous nihonté Edo
period saying ‘those bushi (samurai) who want a
Kanewaka have to spend so much money that they
have to sell their daughters.”

This fine ubu-nakago katana exudes a proud Keiché
shinté shape with a relatively shallow curvature and
extended chi-kissaki (tip). The jihada containing a
great amount of dark swirling chikei with a bright
gunome-midare hamon that dramatically hugs the ha-
saki (edge) in parts. There are some areas of hada-
ware that may turn off some collectors, but seeing past
these non-fatal flaws reveals a four hundred-year-old
samurai sword with terrific energy.

In wealthy Kaga province—ruled by the powerful
Maeda clan and centred in Kanazawa, renowned for
its gold leaf artistry - the samekawa (ray skin) wrapping
the sword's hilt (tsuka) was specially lacquered in
gleaming gold to reflect the region's rich heritage.
Even the silk was braided in gold with meaningful
butterflies joining in the party. This is a feel-good,
celebratory samurai sword to be cherished and
enjoyed within your family for generations to come.




L ocation: Kaga province
Swordsmith: Kanewaka (first generation)

ubu-nakago (original, unaltered tang)
sujikai-yasurime (slanting file marks)

H (Ga)
I (sha)
fE (o)
e (Kane)

#7 (waka)

15 (tsukuru)




one clean hole in nakago, always desirable

(ura, reverse)




Among the existing works of Shodai Kanewaka,
the oldest known piece is dated to the 14th year
of the Keicho era (1609), and pieces bearing his
signature can be found until the bth year of the
Genna era (1619). From 1621, he signed a good
number of blades with the name Takahira

(151 °F%). There are a greater number of swords
with the Takahira signature, while pieces signed
as Kanewaka are considered rare and precious.
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NBTHK Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 19th year of Heisei (2007), August 21st
One, Katana

Mei (signature)
Gasha-ji Kanewaka tukuru (Shodai)

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 2-sun 5-bu (68.2cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)









Stand tall. Keiché style.




arrows show areas of hada-ware

While Shodai Kanewaka is rated j6j6-saku (highly superior) and 6-wazamono
(supremely sharp sword maker) and most definitely a desirable swordsmith to
collect, it must be noted that this particular sword does have some forging flaws,
notably hada-ware (openings at the steel folds) in the yakiba (hardened area) that
the red arrows indicate. These are non-fatal flaws though, and they are stable.

As such, if you are seeking a clean, pristine blade, then skip this particular piece.
However, seeing past these flaws and accepting them for what they are, and
focusing on all the good with this sword, then world opens up to you. By claiming
this sword, one can take pride in caretaking arguably the most famous smith to
come from Kaga province and all the fabulous samurai history that it brings, plus
such a wonderful set of koshirael




The gunome-midare hamon stretches
dramatically to the ha-saki (edge).

A unique ring of tobiyaki appears in the ji (body) of the sword.




Captivating 'golden’ lines of kinsuji.



A wonderful stream of sunagashi.



The twinkling nie crystals with long
ashi (legs) captures the imagination.



sayagaki potentiall

Shirasaya
(protective scabbard)

copper habaki with
Kaga style (Kaga-habaki)




Kuro-ronuri saya
uchigatana-koshirae

CR BT

Uchigatana-koshirae
lacquered in glossy black

Crafted during the
Middle Edo period
(1700~1780)

NTHK-NPQO Kanteisho
Certificate of Authenticity




The tsuba has "daki-giku (embracing chrysanthemum)” theme.

The design of "daki-giku" features chrysanthemums arranged to
suggest warmth and intimacy, symbolizing longevity, beauty, and the
changing seasons. This motit is often used in various artistic forms in
Japanese culture and is associated with nobility, signifying its status as
a flower favoured by the aristocracy.

Kyo-Shéami (FLIERRHR) is a traditional school of fittings that
developed during the Edo period. The style emphasises delicate and
detailed designs, often featuring motifs from nature, such as flowers
and animals.

The pieces are characterized by their elegance, sophistication, and
adherence to traditional aesthetics, making them highly valued
among collectors and enthusiasts of Japanese swords.

NBTHK

Tokubetsu Hozon Certificate
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A tsuba designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the bth year of Reiwa (2023), December 19th
One, Tsuba
With openworks depicting a chrysanthemum bouquet

Mumei (Unsigned)
Kyo-Shéami

Round shape, iron, three dimensional openworks, inlay,
angular rim with a little roundness.

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)

Ne 2010301




Fuchi-kashira

depicting butterflies and chrysanthemum

The combination of butterflies and chrysanthemums expresses change
and rebirth, love and beauty, as well as longevity and refinement.

This motif was frequently depicted in decorative arts, literature, and
ukiyo-e (woodblock prints) during the Edo period.



During the Edo period, Kanazawa served as the capital of the
prosperous Kaga domain in Ishikawa Prefecture. The city established
itself as a centre of exceptional gold leat production — a prestigious
artistic tradition that continues to flourish today.  In respect to this
tradition, the samekawa (ray skin) on the tsuka (hilt) was lacquered in
gold and further braided in gold silk. All work was performed by master
craftsman in Japan.

The menuki (ornamental grips) depict a swallowtail butterfly motif
beautifully matching the butterflies illustrated on the fuchi-kashira.

The swallowtail butterfly crest originated during the Genpei era (~1192)
when it was used by the Taira clan. It was also employed by the Ché
family, who served the Maeda clan, the feudal lords of Kaga.
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NBTHK Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A tsuba designated as Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 25th year of Heisei (2013), November st
One, Menuki
Depicting a crast of a pair of swallowtail butterflies

Mumei (unsigned)
Goté school

Shakudé, three dimensional with forming the outline

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)




The butterfly effect



Koshirae bag with kiku-mon
(chrysanthemum) pattern




UNIQUe service@uniquejapan.com
]aPClN uniquejapan.com
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ITEM# UJKA461

A SANDAI KANEWAKA ‘TAMESHIGIRI" KATANA

SIGNED, SHINTO EARLY EDO PERIOD (ENPO ERA: 1673~1681)

Swordsmith: Gashii-jii Kanewaka (Shiro’emon)

Measurements: Length: 60.7cm (ubu) Sori: 1.2cm  Moto-haba: 3.04cm  Weight: 615¢
Jihada: Well-forged itame-hada and masame-hada with chikei

Hamon: Splendid gunome midare with wide yaki, with kanitsune, togari and midare-komi
Certificate: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation)

Fujishiro rank: Jo-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith)

Included: Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description

SOLD

This wide and splendidly sharp katana was crafted by Tsujimura Shiro'emon Kanewaka, third
generation of the Kanewaka family. He succeeded as head of the Kanewaka family in 1677 until his
death in May 1711. An awe-inspiring mountain range comes to mind when admiring the splendid
peaks and valleys found in its gunome-midare hamon. From every angle, the health and vibrancy of
this 2-shaku sword shines through. As such, this sword recently passed NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon
with flying colours. Adding to the ferocity of this katana, sword tester Matsunami Toki'emon
performed a tameshigiri cutting test with this blade by severing through a human body at the
armpit level and directly into the earthen mound below. One gets the distinct sense that this blade
could have easily cut multiple bodies in one stroke. This sword is an excellent candidate for Tanobe-
sensei sayagaki and also an enjoyable custom koshirae project that Unique Japan will assist the new
owner with. Of course, a powerful katana such as this one can also be enjoyed in shirasaya only.
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Saki-kasane: 4.7mm

Moto-kasane: 71mm

Omosa: 615g

Nakago: 16.8cm

Kissaki: 3.64cm

Saki-haba: 207cm

Moto-haba: 3.04cm

Nagasa: 60./cm

Sori: 1.20ecm

Mekugi-ana: 2



The Kanewaka family held close ties with the Maeda
Daimyé family in Kaga province as the castle town
grew to immense prominence and wealth during the
Edo period. Traditional Japanese gold leaf production
was made famous in Kaga among numerous high-
quality crafts.

Top samurai held great admiration for swords from the
Kanewaka family. First generation Kanewaka was so
highly esteemed that he was referred to as Kaga
Masamune - in tribute to one of Japan's most
celebrated swordsmiths.

This wide and splendidly sharp katana was crafted by
third generation Kanewaka who was born Tsujimura
Shir6'emon. He was the eldest son of the second
generation Kanewaka and after the death of his father
in 1677, he succeeded as head of the Kanewaka family
until his death in May 1711, Shird'emon is rightfully
rated j6-saku (a superior swordsmith).

An awe-inspiring mountain range comes to mind when
admiring the splendid peaks and valleys found in its
gunome-midare hamon. From every angle, the health
and vibrancy of this 2-shaku sword shines through. As
such, this sword recently passed NBTHK Tokubetsu
Hozon with flying colours.

Adding to the ferocity of this katana, sword tester
Matsunami Tokiemon performed a tameshigiri cutting
test with this blade by severing through a human body
at the armpit level and directly into the earthen mound
below. One gets the distinct sense that this blade
could have easily cut multiple bodies in one stroke.

This sword is a good candidate for Tanobe-sensei
sayagaki and also an enjoyable custom koshirae
project - Unique Japan will gladly assist the next owner
build something special. Of course, a powerful katana
such as this one can also be enjoyed in shirasaya only.

tameshigiri (one-body cutting test)



L ocation: Kaga province
Secular name: Shiréemon
Swordsmith: Kanewaka (third generation)

ubu-nakago (original, unaltered tang)
sujikai-yasurime (diagonal file marks)

Hikae-mekugi-ana
An extra peg hole was made for
reinforcement during the cutting test.



Kirite Matsunami lokiemon 6-wakige otoshi
dodan barai

This katana tested by Matsunami Tokiemon by
severing through a body at the armpit level and
directly into the earthen mound below.
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6-wakige cutting test illustrated



Maeda Tsunanori
Head of the Kaga domain

In office (1645~1723)

Sword tester, Matsunami Tokiemon, whose

secular name was Yoshitake (F£E), was a

descendant of Hitachi no Suke Yoshichika
(B gr 2581, the Lord of Matsunami Castle.

He appears to have worked primarily during

the Enpo era (1673~1681).

In the first year of Jokyd era (1684), he began
to serve Maeda Tsunanori (Fij %), the
fourth Lord of the Kaga domain, working as an
inspector within the domain.
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NBTHK Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 30th year of Heisei (2018), August 20th
One, Katana
Mei (signature)
Gasha-jo Kanewaka (Shirbemon)

Kirite Matsunami lokiemon
O-wakige otoshi dodan barai

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku kyd (60.7cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)
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Shining ji-nie.

Osaka yakidashi

(hamon gently widens to start)



togari (spike)

The health and vibrancy of this Kanewaka school
katana can be felt from all angles. A well-deserved
upgrade from NBTHK Hozon to Tokubetsu Hozon.




A bright, pulsating gunome-midare hamon with peaks
and valleys that resembles a glorious mountain range.




The hamon displays a unique pattern called kanitsume
or ‘crab claws' in the upper cutting zone of the blade.

Crabs are symbolic of ninja warriors for they both
move sideways, silently approaching their target.
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lanobe-sensei sayagaki potential

Shirasaya
(protective scabbard)

gold habaki with
Kaga-yasuri design



This is the original torokusho (registration card) for the Kanewaka katana.
The card was registered in the 44th year of Showa (1969). It was issued

by Ishikawa prefecture, the modern/new name for Kaga province once
the Edo period came to an end in 1868.

This suggests that this blade, which was crafted in Kaga, was looked after
by several generations of samurai families in the area for some 300 years.



Submit, Repair, Sell & Createl

Unigue Japan offers a full-service menu to assist clients with their Japanese swords
and fittings. All services are performed inJapan with top quality craftsmen and women.

Services include (non exhaustive):

*NBTHK and NTHK-NPO shinsa certification (swords and fittings)

* polishing for all types of Japanese swords (standard to Jaya-level quality polish)
* shirasaya making (standard to high quality with horn fittings)

* habaki making (gold, silver, copper in most any design pattern)

* fix wobbly koshirae, repair cracked scabbards, new lacquer work, etc.

* otoshi presentation boxes for your beautiful tsuba, menuki, fuch-kashira, etc.

* tsuka-maki (re-wrap your hilts in silk or leather in most any colour, weave or braid)
* oshigata (sword/hamon tracing on a scroll with a large choice of background)
sayagaki services with Tanobe-sensei and shodé artist Nozomi-san

sword boxes with hakogaki (with humidifying options for dry climates)

custom koshirae projects (see separate page)

sell your sword(s) on consignment (qualifying conditions apply)
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polish, sayagaki, hakogaki

AlINBTHK and NTHK-NPO Shinsa authentication services otoshi boxes oshigata scrolls



m UNIQU@ service@uniquejapan.com
niquejapan.com
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ITEM# UJKA456

A MORIKUNI KATANA

SIGNED, SHINTO EARLY EDO PERIOD (KANBUN ERA: 1661~1673)

Swordsmith: Izumi no Kami Minamoto Morikuni (shodai, first generation)

Measurements: Length: 67.6cm (suriage) Sori: 0.45cm Moto-haba: 2.87cm Weight: 745g
Jihada: Gorgeous mokume mixed with itame with plentiful chikei

Hamon: Vibrant gunome-midare with sunagashi and long pointed ashi

Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword Especially Worthy of Preservation)
Certificate #2-5: ' NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (koshirae, fuchi-kashira and tsuba certified as Authentic)
Fujishiro rank: Jo-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith)

Authentication:  Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shddo artist)

Included: Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description

SOLD

Talented swordsmith Izumi no Kami Morikuni was a student of Izumi no Kami Kaneshige during
the shinté period, later becoming known as Edo Senjuin. Such great energy is packed into this
statuesque katana - expertly forged mokume and itame-hada provides the foundation for a brilliant
gunome midare hamon with impressive sawtooth-like ashi that bite into the blade. A comparison is
often drawn between Morikuni and grandmaster Nagasone Kotetsu, as they both shared the same
sensei in Kaneshige. A terrific set of koshirae features a wonderfully wise tsuba by Mogarashi Soten
along with a detailed fuchi-kashira depicting rats attributed to Ishiguro Masaaki. A delightful trio of
butterflies form the menuki on the regal jabara-maki braided silk representing joy and longevity.



Kissaki: 2./6cm
Saki-haba; 194cm

Saki-kasane: 4.5mmA

Moto-kasane: 6.0mm

Nagasa: 6/.6cm

Sori: 045cm
Nakago: 24.5cm

Omosa: /0bg

Moto-haba; 2.87cm

Mekugi-ana: 2




Talented swordsmith [zumi no Kami Morikuni hailed
from Kai province near Mount Fuji and was originally a

smith of the Akasaka Senjuin (R T-{EE) lineage.

After leaving for the capital Edo (Tokyo), Morikuni
studied under the watchful eye of [zumi no Kami
Kaneshige (FIR5FFEE) and was a fellow student

with grandmaster Nagasone Kotetsu (312 1E0).
Similarities are often drawn in the work of both smiths.

Morikuni first signed with the name Namen Morimasa
and later became known as Edo Senjuin.

There is such great energy packed into this statuesque
katana by Morikuni - expertly forged mokume and
itame-hada provides the foundation for a brilliant
gunome midare hamon with impressive sawtooth-like
ashi that figuratively bite into the blade. There is a
sense of poise, a balance that shines through in his
work, rightfully earning Morikuni the rank of j6-saku, a
superior smith.

A terrific set of koshirae compliments the katana that
features a wonderful openwork tsuba by Mogarashi
Séten along with a marvellously detailed fuchi-kashira
depicting rats (signifying prosperity and good fortune)
attributed to Ishiguro Masaaki. A delightful trio of
butterflies form the menuki on the jabara-maki braided
silk representing joy and longevity.

As the blade has a suriage nakago, this katana is being
offered at a very reasonable price - a superb shinté
period samurai sword to proudly take good care of.




Title: Izumi no Kami (Lord of Izumi province)
Clan/Family: Minamoto
Swordsmith: Morikuni (first generation)

suriage-nakago (shortened tang)
sujikai-yasurime (diagonal file marks, lower area)

This katana carries an suriage nakago, where
the nakago (tang) has been shortened but
the signature remains intact,

A sword was normally shortened purely for
practical reasons, primarily to accommodate
for the height of a samurai so he can
unsheathe more comfortably and rapidly.

The original length of the cutting edge would
have been quite long, about /4cm, adding
the distance between the two holes to the
current nagasa of 6/.6cm.

zumi, no)

Kami)
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Minamoto)

Mori)

=

Qﬁld&%ﬂ}%“

o

=
e~
-
=,
~—

tsukuru)

(
(
(
(
: (
4] (
(
(

N

kore, o)




Confident chisel strokes, that are
legible even from an acute angle.

Morikuni had a unique and distinctive way
of rounding of rounding off the characters
of his signature. His was an artist at heart.



kiri-yasurime
(horizontal file marks)

(ura, reverse)
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the HBth year of Reiwa (2023), December 15th
One, Katana

Mei (signature)
Izumi no Kami Minamoto Morikuni kore o tsukuru

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 2-sun 3-bu (67.6cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)

The fact this katana was awarded Tokubetsu Hozon even though it has
a strong suriage nakago is a testament to the quality of the sword.
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Izumi no Kami Minamoto Morikuni kore o tsukuru
Crafted by |zumi no Kami Minamoto Morikuni

P SCEH

Jidai Kanbun goro
Around Kanbun period (1661~1673)

FERER _~SF=505F2
Haché 2-shaku 2-sun 3-bu kore ari
Blade length 6/.6 cm

TRECBEEINA & RS
Reiwa nana kinoto-midoshi Uzuki kichijitsu kore o shirusu
Written on a lucky day in the fourth month in the seventh year

of Reiwa era during the Year of the Snake (April 2025)









mokume-hada (rounded)
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There is a certain poise to this Morikuni katana.
A balanced combination of quality jihada and a
bright and consistent gunome-midare hamon.

He is rightfully ranked j6-saku, a superior swordsmith.



The jaws of life.
Sink your teeth into this delicious hamon.



Gorgeous and skilfully forged mokume-hada
(burl grain) pattern in the body.




thick/wide nioguchi

An eye-catching gunome-midare
hamon with a thick nioguchi.
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copper habaki with
rainfall file marks




Behold a charming tsuba crafted by Mogarashi Séten from
Goshi (Omi) province. This is a late Edo period openwork
depicting sages in contemplative thought.

Mogarashi Séten was a craftsman who lived in Hikone, Omi
province in the middle Edo period. Mogarashi is his Buddhist
name. He was the founder of Hikone-bori, a style of dense
carving in the tradition of Mino-bori, and many of his works are
known for motif of battle scenes and figures of Japanese and
Chinese characters,




(reverse)



Fuchi-kashira

Motit of rats,
a symbol of prosperity and good fortune,

This exquisitely detailed fuchi-kashira has been attributed
to Ishiguro Masaaki (born Sadakichi in 1813).

Working in Edo (Tokyo) under the founder of the famed
Ishiguro school, Masatsune himself, Masaaki's artistry

flourished during the Kaei era (1848-1855) when his

reputation as a master craftsman was firmly established.



fine jabara-maki braiding

Parental protection.
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Three beautiful butterflies form the menuki, resting on this wonderful katate-maki tsuka (hilt).
Three represents Japan's three-part harmony of mind, body, and spirit.
Given their transformative nature from caterpillars, the Japanese believe butterflies carry the
souls of the living and of past ancestors. They are a symbol of joy and longevity.




A kogai is a thick blunt needle that was primarily used as a hair
arranging tool by the samurai.

It is fastened into a special notch built inside the saya (scabbard)
and drawn through the bumpy' hole in the tsuba.

Certified with NTHK-NPO Kanteisho attributing the menuki to Goté Unjé
circa the middle Edo period. The theme is of horse whip and saddle.

NTHK-NPO Kanteisho certificate



Koshirae bag with kikké (tortoise shell)
pattern representing heathy & longevity.
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ITEM# UJKA465

A YOSHIKADO KATANA

SIGNED, SHINTO EARLY EDO PERIOD (KANBUN ERA: 1661~1671)

Swordsmith: Noshii Seki Zenryo-ke Echizen no Kami Yoshikado (1st gen.)
Measurements: Length: 65.8cm (ubu) Sori: 1.2cm Moto-haba: 3.0cmm Weight: 680g
Jihada: Well-forged itame-hada with sparkling ji-nie, chikei

Hamon: Beautiful nie-deki mix of 6-midare, hako-midare, choji, togariba, notare, ashi
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword Especially Worthy of Preservation)
Fujishiro rank: Jo-saku (ranked as superior swordsmith)

Sharpness: Wazamono (rated as a maker of sharp swords)

Authentication: = Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodo artist)

Included: Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description

SOLD

Shodai Yoshikado was a prominent shintd swordsmith who descended from the lineage of Zenjo
Kaneyoshi. Yoshikado's career advanced significantly when in 1672 he became an official
swordsmith of the Mito domain led by Tokugawa Mitsukuni, receiving a stipend supporting seven
people, prompting his relocation to Mito's Daimachi district. This brilliant and highly energetic
katana is a prime example from the later years of Yoshikado's storied career. The blade's vibrant
hamon in nie-deki is an 6-midare with notare elements, even hako-midare that is reminiscent of the
famed Kanewaka school. This is a swordsman's sword, just the right length to manoeuvre with
samurai fluidity. A custom koshirae is an option for this katana, however, a blade of this quality
can certainly suffice in shirasaya only - enjoy and study it under the nihonto light for hours on end.
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Saki-kasane: 49mm

Moto-kasane: 6.4mm

Nakago: 15.0cm

Omosa: 680g

Kissaki: 3.01cm

Saki-haba: 197cm

Moto-haba: 3.0cm

Nagasa: 65.8cm

Sori: 1.2cm

Mekugi-ana: 1



Born Kawamura Ichiré-zaemon in Hitachi province,
first generation Yoshikado was a prominent swordsmith
who began his career during the J66 era (1652-1655).
He originated from Mino and descended from the
lineage of Zenjé Kaneyoshi. He began his
apprenticeship around 1636 and was working in Edo
by 1654, as demonstrated by a blade signature noting
"more than 19 years of training.’

Yoshikado's career advanced significantly when in
1672 he became an official swordsmith of the Mito
domain led by Tokugawa Mitsukuni, receiving a
stipend supporting seven people, which prompted his
relocation to Mito's Daimachi district. His younger
brother, also named Yoshikado (later known as
Bokuden), was also employed by the Mito fief. While
the exact date when he received the honorary title
"Echizen no Kami" remains unknown, evidence
suggests he held this title as early as 1625. Yoshikado
died in the fourth year of Jokyd era (1687).

This brilliant and highly energetic katana is a prime
example from the later years of Yoshikado's storied
career. The blade's vibrant hamon in nie-deki is an 6-
midare with notare elements, even hako-midare in
parts that is reminiscent of the famed Kanewaka
school. This is a swordsman's sword, not too long, not
too short, just right to manoeuvre with samurai fluidity.
The sword has been further polished to an
exceptionally keen edge as Yoshikado is renowned as
a wazamono (sharp sword maker). His swords require
careful handling due to their remarkable cutting ability.

A custom koshirae is an option as this sword is in
shirasaya only, and we can assist you every step of the
way. However, a blade of this quality can easily be
enjoyed as it is without koshirae,

lokugawa Mitsukuni
In office 1661~1690




Location: Seki in Mino province (resident of Seki city)
Title: Echizen no Kami (Lord of Echizen province)
Family name: Zenryé

Swordsmith: Yoshikado (first generation)

ubu-nakago (original, unaltered tang)
takanoha-yasurime (mountain-shape file marks)

= (No)
M (sho)
B4 (Seki)

2 (Zen)

B (ryo)

% (ke)

X (Echi)
1 (zen, no)

~F (Kami)
7 (Yoshi)

1 (kado)




A gorgeous signature - crisp and clean,

Only shodai signed with Zenryd-ke (2 - 5%), a proud
descendant of the Zenry® family that can be traced back

some thirteen generations to Zenjé Kaneyoshi who

worked during the Oei era (1394~1428).



(ura, reverse)

kurijiri
(chestnut shaped nakagojiri (butt end)
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 12th year of Heisei (2000), May 1lth
One, Katana

Mei (signature)
Néshi Seki Zenryé-ke Echizen no Kami Yoshikado

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 1-sun 7-bu kyd (65.8cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)
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Néshi Seki Zenryd-ke Echizen no Kami Yoshikado
Echizen no Kami Yoshikado of the Zenryd family
from Seki in Nosht (Mino) province
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Jidai J66 goro

Around J&6 period (1652~1655)

HERRETEoma s
Haché 2-shaku 1-sun 7-bu kyé kore ari
Blade length 65.8 cm
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Reiwa nana kinoto-midoshi Uzuki kichijitsu kore o shirusu
Written on a lucky day in the fourth month in the seventh year

of Reiwa era during the Year of the Snake (April 2025)
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An eclectic notare mixed
with midare fires forward.

The yakidashi (start of the hamon) 8 E
forms a mountain top that reminds
one of Fuji-san, the great Mount Fuiji.




Beautiful chéji formations that speak
to Yoshikado's earlier Bizen works.

togari (pointed peak)

Yoshikado flexing his inner Mino-den.



Well-forged dark swirls of chikei

A beautiful wavy masame-hada
(straight grain) in the shinogi-ji.



High-contrast view of the impressive channels of chikei.




An elegant notare hamon in nie-deki
(note the visible stream of nie crystals)



This fascinating katana pays an honorary
tribute to the Kaga-based Kanewaka
family in the valleys of hako-midare.

hako-midare (square-shaped)

ashi (legs)
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Shirasaya
(protective scabbard)

u

5o

DA oot X

Atz

ﬁ‘
O

VO
TS

gold-wrapped habaki
with rainfall file marks
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sharp light of the moon




Flying to Japan?

If you are travelling to Tokyo and are serious about acquiring an authentic
Japanese sword, be sure to book a private meeting with us in advance.

Many swords from Unique Japan are sold privately every year to clients around
the world. Contact service@uniquejapan.com where we ll discuss the type of
sword, age and other qualities you are seeking along with budget parameters.

Meetings are held at our studio near JR Meguro station - only minutes away
from all major hotels in downtown Tokyo.



UNIQUe service@uniquejapan.com
uniquejapan.com
JapanN
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ITEM# UJKG008

A MASAMINE KOGATANA

SIGNED & DATED, GENDAITO PERIOD (SHOWA ERA: FEBRUARY 1984)

Swordsmith: Masamine (Sumitani, Living National Treasure)

Measurements: Length: 7.5cm (ubu) Sori:0cm  Moto-haba: 1.43cm Weight: 20g
Jihada: Beautiful masame-hada with chikei

Hamon: Gunome midare with midare-komi mixed with ashi

Certificate #1-2:  NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (kogatana and koshirae certified as Authentic)
Included: Shirasaya, koshirae, presentation box, fabric bags, kit, printed description

SOLD

Ryosanshi Masamine (also read Seihd) was born Sumitani Yoichird on January 24th 1921. In 1956
he established the forge Sanryiitei and was awarded Japan's highest honour of ningen-kokuho
(Living National Treasure) in 1981 becoming one of the most influential modern-day swordsmiths.
In 1975, he began research into tosu (small knives) modelled after those found in the Shosoin
Repository. In 1986, he held an exhibition of such small works, and it is believed that this
delightfully rare kogatana (small blade) was created as part of that research. With a cutting edge of
7.5cm, this miniature masterpiece has been forged in pure masame-hada with a bright gunome-midare
hamon that was polished by a mukansa polisher. This unique piece must not be confused with a
simple kozuka blade, it is wider, has a habaki and carries more artistic merit. In fact, the NTHK-
NPO informed us that the judges rate this piece as Yiishiisaku (MasterWork) level. This little
dynamo comes housed in a beautiful maki-e decorated koshirae and charming storage box.



Moto-kasane: 3./mm Nagasa: /.bcm

Sori: 00cm
Nakago: 5.0cm

Omosa: 20g Moto-haba: 143cm

Mekugi-ana: 1




Ryésanshi Masamine (also read Seihé) was born
Sumitani Yoichiré on January 24th 1921, In 1941, after
graduating from Ritsumeikan University with a degree
in mechanical engineering he began an apprenticeship
under Sakurai Masayuki - a swordsmith in the lineage
of the famous late-Edo period master Koyama
Munetsugu ([& [ LI 5% K) - and in 1956 established the
forge Sanryitei. He became mukansa in 1966 and
was awarded Japan's highest honour of ningen-
kokuhé (Living National Treasure) in 1981 and became
one of the most influential modern swordsmiths.

Masamine is best known for the elegant and
flamboyant chéji-midare hamon pattern, especially the
distinctive style known as “Sumitani chgji” inspired by
the Bizen Ichimonji school of the Kamakura period. He
also favoured classical forms and emphasised both
aesthetic beauty and functional integrity. He also
played a major role in preserving traditional sword
culture by crafting sacred treasure swords for the Ise
Grand Shrine’s ritual and ceremonial swords for the
Imperial Household.

It is noted that around 1975, he began research into
tosu (small knives) modelled after those found in the
Shosoin Repository. In 1986, he held an exhibition of
such small works, including tésu with bachiru
(engraved and dyed ivory) scabbards. It is believed
that this delightfully rare kogatana (small blade) was
created as part of that research.

With a cutting edge of 75cm, this miniature
masterpiece has been forged in pure masame-hada
(straight grain) with a bright gunome-midare hamon
that was polished by a mukansa (top-class) polisher.
This piece must not be confused with a kozuka blade, it
is wider, has a habaki, and carries more artistic merit.
In fact, the NTHK-NPO sword organization informed
us that the judges personally loved the blade and rate
this piece as Yashsaku (MasterWork) level,

This little dynamo comes housed in a beautiful maki-e
decorated koshirae and charming storage box.




YE (saku)

Family name: Sumitani
Swordsmith: Masamine (first generation)

ubu-nakago (original, unaltered tang)
keshb-yasurime (decorative file marks)



(Kinoe) H

(doshi) 4~

CEPE

Kinoe nedoshi nigatsu hi
Dated on a day in the second month of

the Year of the Rat (February 1984)




NTHK-NPO Kanteisho
Certificate of Authenticity

This kogatana was designated as Authentic
by the Non-Profit Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Sword

One, Kogatana
Mei (signature)
Masamine saku

Kinoe nedoshi nigatsu

Nagasa (length)
2-sun 5-bu (7/5cm)

Issued in 7th year of Reiwa (2025), April 20th

Nihon Token Hozon Kai
(NTHK-NPO)
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A flowing masame-hada brushes the blade.

masame-hada
(straight grain)



utsuri appears (wow)

gunome-midare



midare-komi boshi




A star is born.




sayagaki potential

Shirasaya

(protective scabbard)

gold habaki with

rainfall file marks



Kuro-ronuri
kin maki-e saya
kogatana-koshirae

CR BRI IHE)

Kogatana-koshirae
lacquered in glossy black
with gold maki-e decoration

Crafted during the
Modern period

NTHK-NPQO Kanteisho
Certificate of Authenticity
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This kogatana comes with a lacquered box that is neatly designed to store both the blade
and the koshirae. The box is decorated with maki-e artwork of a weeping willow and sakura.



Life-size when printed on A4 paper



Happy times
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Koshirae bag with floral pattern
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ITEM# UJWA173

A HANKEI WAKIZASHI

SIGNED, SHINTO EARLY EDO PERIOD (GENNA ERA: 1615~1624)

Swordsmith: Hankei (shodai, first generation)

Measurements: Length: 45.2cm (ubu) Sori: 0.6cm Moto-haba: 3.0cmm Weight: 490g
Jihada: Rich 6-hada mixed with mokume with plentiful chikei

Hamon: Gleaming suguha mixed with notare in nie-deki, with kinsuji, sunagashi and ashi

Certificate #1-2:

Certificate #3:
Certificate #4:

NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword and tsuba Especially Worthy of Preservation)
NBTHK Hozon (a fuchi-kashira Worthy of Preservation)
NTHK-NPO Yishtisaku (a sword certified as MasterWWork)

Certificate #5-7:
Fujishiro rank:
Authentication:
Included:

SOLD

Grandmaster swordsmith Hankei was born Noda Zenshiro Kiyotaka in Mikawa province. He began
his career as a gunsmith in service to Tokugawa Ieyasu. Following the death of Ieyasu in 1616,
Hankei relocated to Edo and transitioned to the art of sword making. Hankei's stylistic inspiration
was drawn from Norishige with a unique signature that evolved throughout his career, with two
primary variations: the "ro-mata" signature from his prime years (that this wakizashi features) and
the later "ru-mata" mei. This exceptional wakizashi with from his formative years is a particularly
rare and significant collector's item with a glorious custom koshirae with Mino school fittings.

NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (koshirae, menuki & kogai/kozuka certified as Authentic)
Saijo-saku (ranked as a grandmaster swordsmith)

Sayagaki by Kanzan-sensei (Dr. Saté Kanzan)

Shirasaya, custom koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description



>>

Saki-kasane: 5.0mm

Moto-kasane: 6.8mm

Omosa: 490g

Kissaki: 3./7cm

Saki-haba: 2.2¢cm

Nakago: 13.5cm

Moto-haba: 3.0cm

Nagasa: 45.2cm

Sori: 0.6cm

Mekugi-ana: 2 (one filled)



Grandmaster swordsmith Hankei was born Noda
Zenshird Kiyotaka in Mikawa province. He began his
career as a gunsmith in service to the Tokugawa family
with shogun Tokugawa leyasu having provided him with
charcoal in the amount of 1000 hyé every year.

Following the death of leyasu in 1616, Hankei relocated
to Edo (Tokyo) and transitioned to the art of sword
making. This career shift established him, alongside first
generation Yasutsugu, as one of the premier
swordsmiths of Edo and the shinté period.

While historical accounts suggest Masamune as
Hankei's stylistic inspiration, careful examination of his
surviving works indicates he more closely resembles the
style of Norishige, Masamune's star student.

Though his exact death date remains unknown, it is
believed that Hankei was active until at least the mid-
Kanei era (1635~1640). His signature style evolved
throughout his career, with two primary variations: the
"ro-mata” signature from his prime years (that this
wakizashi features) and the "ru-mata” signature from his
later working life.

Hankei holds the prestigious saijé-saku (grandmaster)
ranking, a distinction awarded to only a select few
swordsmiths of the shintd period. This exceptional ubu
nakago wakizashi with from his formative working years
is a particularly rare and significant collector's item with
beautiful Mino school fittings in an autumn theme.




Location: Edo
Family name: Noda
Swordsmith: Hankei (first generation)

ubu-nakago (original, unaltered tang)
6-sujikai-yasurime (diagonal file marks)

(kei)
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 14th year of Heisei (2002), February 14th
One, Wakizashi

Mei (signature)
Hankei

Nagasa (length)
1-shaku 4-sun 9-bu (45.2cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)

N9 147020



NTHK-NPO Yushusaku
Certificate of Authenticity

This wakizashi was designated as Yushusaku (Highly Excellent)
by the Non-Profit Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Sword

One, Wakizashi

Mei (signature)
Hankei

Nagasa (length)
1-shaku 4-sun 9-bu (45.2cm)

ssued in 26th year of Heisei (2014), July 23rd

Nihon Token Hozon Kai
(NTHK-NPO)

This sword has reached the highest level of honour at the NTHK-NPQ.

Five judges have stamped their names to the certificate.
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Musashi no kuni Hankei
Hankei from Musashi province

e /i EeY (=8l

Niji bannen saku nari
Signed with two characters, crafted in his later years

HNEBR==STIWVGBEZ
Haché 1-shaku 4-sun 9-bu kore ari
Blade length 45.2 cm

MEFN2E HAERS H #1158 (TEH)
Shéwa mizunoto-ushidoshi seika Kanzan shirusu + kad
Written by Kanzan in the mid-summer in Showa era

Year of the Ox (1973) + monogram









ashi (legs)

sunagashi (brushed)

suguha meets notare

A thick suguha-based hamon mixed with wavy
notare and long ashi and plentiful sunagashi.

This is the unique artistic genius of Hankei.



kinsuji (dark golden line)

sparkling nie-deki



kinsuji

6-hada (big swirls of grain pattern)




Shirasaya
(protective scabbard)

gold habaki with

rainfall file marks




Kuro-ro-nuri saya
chiisagatana-koshirae

€Yt CANSWAL Y

Chiisagatana-koshirae
Lacquered in glossy black

Crafted during the
Late Edo period
(1780~1868)

z e
> ‘
> NTHK-NPO Kanteisho >

Certificate of Authenticity o



This beautiful tsuba has been attributed to the
esteemed Mino school and dated to the early Edo
period (1600s), being of similar age to the
wakizashi itsel. The theme portrayed on the tsuba is
of autumn leaves, a specialty of the Mino school and

has been certified with NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon.
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A tsuba designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the Oth year of Heisei (1997), October 8th
One, Tsuba

Depicting autumn leaves

Mumei (unsigned)
Mino (Edo-shoki)

Angular shape with rounded-off corners, shakudé with nanako ground,
relief cut into the ground plate, gold accents,
raised rim with golden rope-style rim trimming, two hitsu-ana

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)
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NBTHK Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A fuchigashira designated as Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 29th year of Heisei (2017), December /th
One, Fuchigashira
Depicting autumn leaves

Mumei (unsigned)
Mino school

Shakudé with nanako ground, relief, gold and silver accents

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)



Fuchi-kashira
attributed to
Mino school

Autumn leaves
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Menuki (decorative grips on the hilt) carry autumn leaves theme.

These menuki are attributed to the Mino School of the Middle Edo period (1700s).
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NBTHK Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A fuchigashira designated as Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 29th year of Heisei (2017), December /th
One, Fuchigashira
Depicting autumn leaves

Mumei (unsigned)
Mino school

Shakudé with nanako ground, relief, gold and silver accents

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)



kozuka (utility knife)

The kozuka and kogai were handy tools of the Edo period samurai, both fitted into
specially made slots in the saya (scabbard). The pair display a chrysanthemum theme.

This set was crafted by Goté Etsujé from Kaga province. Goto Etsujé was born in Kyoto in
1642, the second son of Goto Teijé (the 9th head of the main Goté family). He was hired by
the Maeda family and lived in Kanazawa every other year to craft fittings for the family. He
also trained many students and devoted himself to the development of Kashi craftsmen.

kogai (hair pick)



signed kogai/kozuka set

Goto Etsujo + kaod
Goté Etsujd + monogram

NTHK-NPO Kanteisho
Certificate of Authenticity
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ITEM# UJKA362

A YASUSHIGE ‘TAMESHIGIRI' KATANA

UNSIGNED, SUE-KOTO MUROMACHI PERIOD (EIROKU ERA: 1558~1570)

Swordsmith: Shitahara Yasushige

Measurements: Length: 70.3cm (0-suriage) Sori: 1.9cm Moto-haba: 2.82cm Weight: 660g
Jihada: Stunning mokume-hada mixed with itame, nagare-hada with plentiful chikei
Hamon: Gunome midare with ko-notare, togari, kinsuji, sunagashi and ashi in nie-deki

Certificate #1: NBTHK Hozon (sword Worthy of Preservation)
Certificate #2-3: = NBTHK Kich6 and Tokubetsu Kicho6 (koshirae & sword designated as precious)
Certificate #4-5:  NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (koshirae and tsuba certified as Authentic)

Fujishiro rank: Chijo-saku (ranked as an above average swordsmith)
Sharpness: Wazamono (rated as a maker of supremely sharp swords)
Included: Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description

SOLD

This powerful katana has been attributed to wazamono-ranked Yasushige from the Shitahara school
- official smiths of the Tokugawa family from the late Muromachi period. The blade features
stunning whirlpools of mokume, itame and nagare-hada that immediately captures the eye. Beautiful
lines of kinsuji further rip through the bright gunome-midare hamon. This katana was tested by
Yamano Ka'emon no J6 Nagahisa when he was 62-years-old, severing through three stacked bodies in one
stroke. The result of the test documented in gold inlay. A terrific set of Edo-period koshirae
teaturing a Mogarashi Soten tsuba with battling samurai accompanies this highly collectible katana.




N
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Kissaki: 393cm

Saki-kasane: 4.2mm Saki-haba: 195cm

Nagasa: /0.3cm

Moto-kasane: B.7/mm

Sori: 19cm
Nakago: 189cm

Omosa: 660g

Moto-haba; 2.82cm

Mekugi-ana: 2




The Shitahara ( T i) school can trace its roots back
five hundred years to swordsmith Chikashige (J& )
who worked during the Daiei period from 1521~1528).

The school flourished with the support of the Go-Héj6
clan but after the fall of the clan, they became the
official smiths of the Tokugawa family, producing
swords and spears in the Hachioji area in Tokyo from
the late Muromachi period until the end of the Edo
period. Interestingly, they were the only school that
worked in Tokyo prior to the 1600s and enjoyed the
reputation for having produced powerful swords that
samurai warrior class could entrust with their lives.

This handsome katana has been attributed to
Yasushige (FEHEE), Chikashige's eldest son, who
received the name "Yasu" from Héj6 Ujiyasu
(ALSRECHE), the third head of Go-Hajs family,

Yasushige's prime working time was during the Eiroku

era circa 1558~15/0.

Atter taking in its graceful curvature of this fine samurai
sword, the eye gets drawn into the stunning whirlpools
of mokume and itame-hada and even nagare-hada
grain patterns - distinctive shitahara-hada - which
converge at the blade's central area. Gorgeous
chocolatey chikei abounds. Beautiful lines of kinsuji
further rip through the bright gunome-midare hamon
the full length of the blade,

Backing up the sharp-sword making wazamono
ranked reputation of Yasushige, this katana was tested
by tameshigiri guru Yamano Ka'emon no J6 Nagahisa
on December 26th, 1660 by severing through three
stacked bodies in one stroke. The result of the test
documented in gold inlay on the nakago of the sword,
even providing Nagahisa's age of 62 years at the time
of the test. lt's important to note that the majority of
swords tested by Nagahisa were performed on blades
made in the early shinté era (1600s) such as those
crafted by Yamato no Kami Yasusada, so it's relatively
rare to have a katana from the Muromachi period to
have Nagahisa-certified tameshigiri.

A terrific set of koshirae from the late Edo period that
features a Mogarashi Séten tsuba with battling samurai
accompanies this highly collectible katana,

i ([N
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Location: Musashi province (Tokyo)
School: Shitahara

Swordsmith: Yasushige (first generation)

6-suriage-nakago (greatly shortened tang)
katte-sagari-yasurime (slanting file marks)

gakumei window

(ura, reverse)



This sword was once a much longer katana. It was
shortened during the late Muromachi to early Edo
period to a more practical katana length . The original
mei (signature) is normally lost during the shortening
process becoming an o-suriage nakago. However, in
gaku-mei ‘framed signature’ swords - after the new
nakago is formed, the mei is preserved and inlaid into
the 'new nakago. On the surface, this is rather an
honourable act, preserving the signature of the original
smith. This process, though, can be deceitful, whereby a
signature from another sword (often by a famous smith)
could be inlaid into another shortened sword. And this
is what happened here. In the past, this window frame
would have had a signature of a well-known smith
(probably from the Nambokuché period) and failed
authenticity at the NBTHK| ie the characteristics of the
sword did not match the known work of the signature
that was in the inlaid window.

Therefore, that signature was carefully removed from the
window in the recent past (not by Unique Japan), and
resubmitted to the NBTHK. It has recently achieved
NBTHK Hozon attributing the sword to Yasushige of the
Shitahara school, a strong and accurate assessment.

A window into gaku-mei




Maniji san kanoe-ne jinigatsu nijarokunichi
Mitsu-dé setsudan Yamano Ka'emon no Jé
rokujiisan sai kore o kiru Nagahisa + kad

This katana was tested by Yamano Ka'emon no Jé
Nagahisa by severing through three stacked bodies
in one stroke. Test performed on December 26th,

1660 when Nagahisa was 62 years old.

. 77 (Man)
() & 1 (i)
(tsu) ¥ — (san)
COR B¥ (kanoe)

- (ne)
(setsu) Ay i_ (J.A)
(dan) M (Yarna) I — (ni)
(no) ¥F 1 (gatsu)
<K8 % ERGIL)
(e) fi
(mon (no)) 4
(Jo) Bt
(roku) 7~
(jo) i3
(san) =
(sai) m%
(kiru) Y]
(kore)
(Naga) 7k
(hisa) ZA

(kao) AEFH .




Some areas of the gold inlay have been lost.
It may simply be natural wear and tear, or
possibly, during the Edo period someone
dug it out on purpose [read: pilfered] and
sold/exchanged it - it is pure gold after all...

Yamano Kaemon no J6 Nagahisa stated that he
was sixteen years old at his first tameshigiri on a
human being and that between the ages of twenty
and fifty he tested swords on over 6,000 bodies.
But he still lived for twenty more years and so the
figure must be revised upwards to around 10,000

This figure also speaks for the large number of
death sentences given during the early Edo period.

Source: TAMESHIGIRI - The History and Development of
Japanese Sword Testing by Markus Sesko
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SPECIMEN

NBTHK Hozon

Certificate of Designation
A sword designated as Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword
One, Katana

Mei (mumei)
Shitahara Yasushige

This sword has recently passed NBTHK Hozon and the certificate is arriving soon.

Unique Japan will scan and translate when in our possession.

**As a rule of the NBTHK, any sword made from the Muromachi period onwards (1400~)
that is unsigned, the highest level of certification will be NBTHK Hozon. In terms of quality,
had this sword been signed it would surely have been granted NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon.
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example certificate

NBTHK Hozon

Certificate of Designation
A sword designated as Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword
One, Katana

Mei (mumei)
Shitahara Yasushige

This sword has recently passed NBTHK Hozon and the certificate is arriving soon.

Unique Japan will scan and translate when in our possession.

**As a rule of the NBTHK, any sword made from the Muromachi period onwards (1400~)
that is unsigned, the highest level of certification will be NBTHK Hozon. In terms of quality,
had this sword been signed it would surely have been granted NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon.
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NTHK-NPQO Kanteisho
Certificate of Authenticity

This katana was designated as Authentic
by the Non-Profit Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Sword

One, Katana
Mumei (attributed to Shitahara Terushige)
Kinzégan Manji sannen Kanoe-ne jéinigatsu nijarokunichi
Mitsu-dé setsudan Yamano Ka'emon no Jé rokujini-sai kore o kiru

Nagahisa + kabé

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 3-sun 2-bu kore ari (7/0.3cm)

ssued in 28th year of Heisei (2016), March 22nd

Nihon Token Hozon Kai
(NTHK-NPO)









ayasugi-esque
(waves)

itame-hada i
(plank grain)

mokume-hada
(whirlpool burl grain)

nagare-hada
(running grain)

A buffet of jihada grain patterns to feast your eyes on.



f 4 A clear and consistent gunome-midare
with pointed togari and ashi (legs).

togari

ashi



Impressive lines of kinsuji and brushed sunagashi
thread through the gunome-midare hamon.

kinsuji

sunagashi
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There is a stormy aliveness to this sword that speaks
to its turbulent late Muromachi period origins.

Kaen-boshi (candlelit)



sayagaki potential

Shirasaya
(protective scabbard)

gold habaki with

copper ground
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NBTHK Kiché

Certificate of Designation

A koshirae designated as Precious
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 42nd year of Showa (1967), September 3rd

One,

Uchigatana-koshirae lacquered in black with flying flowers pattern

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)

(This is a very early NBTHK certificate issued many years
before modern NBTHK Hozon & Tokubetsu Hozon.)



flower petals flying free...



Mogarashi Séten worked in Hikone, Omi Province,
crafting fabuously detailed Mino-inspired carvings.

Famous for his autumn grass designs and dramatic
samurai battle scenes, his densely carved, richly inlaid
style became known as Omi-bori and gained
popularity even in distant Edo, modern day Tokyo.

This piece shows not only warriors in combat but also
includes a phoenix in the lower left — likely symbolizing
enduring military fortune.
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(reverse)






Shéki: The Demon Queller

Shoki (known as Zhong Kui in China) was a beloved demon-hunting deity
who rose to fame in Tang dynasty China and later became popular in Japan.
Legend says he visited the sick Emperor Xuanzong in a dream, explaining he
was a scholar who took his own life after failing imperial exams. Grateful for
proper burial by a previous emperor, ShOki vowed to battle mischievous
demons. The emperor recovered instantly and had Shéki painted just as he
appeared in the vision.

During Japan's Edo period, families hung Shéki images during Boys' Festival,
sometimes painted red to ward off smallpox. He is usually shown carrying a
sword and wearing a court official's cap. Shoki is known as “the demon
queller” for his ability to vanquish, exorcise, and even control oni (demons)
and other demons. He is so feared by oni that even his image is said to scare
them away. The demons he defeats sometimes become his servants. It is said
that he commands/controls 80,000 demons.




BN RS S
NI ARSI

-
T

el
c
3
<
]
<
~~—
c
o
=
<0
<
n




A pure shibuchi fuchi-kashira.

Shibuichi is an alloy made up of approximately 3/4 copper
and 1/4 silver. The alloy became more popular with
samurai during the second half of the Edo period when
this set of koshirae was created. Its understated elegance
is very samurai, and matches the overall aura of the
koshirae. It also takes great skill to work with shibuichi as
the material is harder and more brittle than shakudbé.




Vintage koshirae bag
(Japanese maple leaf design)
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ITEM# UJKA477

A KO-MIZUTA KUNISHIGE KATANA

SIGNED, SUE-KOTO MOMOYAMA PERIOD (TENSHO ERA: FEBRUARY 1590)

Swordsmith: Bitchit no kuni Azae-jit Otsuki Matasaburé Kunishige saku (third generation)
Measurements: Length: 68.6cm (ubu) Sori: 1.8cm  Moto-haba: 3.04cm Weight: 695¢
Jihada: Well-forged mokume-hada mixed with itame with plentiful chikei

Hamon: Gunome choji-midare mixed with with yo and long ashi

Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword and tsuba Especially Worthy of Preservation)
Certificate #2-4: = NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (koshirae, tsuba& soroi kanagu certified as Authentic)
Authentication: = Sayagaki by Kanzan-sensei (Dr. Saté Kanzan)

Included: Shirasaya, Edo tachi koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description

SOLD

The Ko-Mizuta school began when Kunishige of the Bingo Tatsufusa school moved to Bitchii around
Eisho period (1504~1521). Their work was favoured by warlords in Chiigoku, praised for their
sharpness. Since then, the school flourished throughout the shinto period and produced many
master smiths. Although a number of tanto by the Ko-Mizuta school remain, it is rare to find a
katana still in existence. This splendid katana was crafted by Sandai Kunishige and commissioned
for Nakayama Gen'ue no Jo, likely a vassal of a warlord from Bitchii province, and further dated to
February 1590 during the famed Momoyama period. A well-forged swirling mokume-hada with
exceptional falling 10 (leaves) gives this curvy blade an elegant presence. Sword is housed in a
lovely tachi koshirae with matching silver fittings and a powerful Esoteric Buddhist Fudo Myo-0 tsuba.



Kissaki: 4.0%9cm

N
N

Saki-kasane: 4.5mm Saki-haba; 211ecm

Moto-kasane: D4mm

Nagasa: 68.6cm

Sori: 1.8cm
Nakago: 17.8cm

Omosa: 695g

Moto-haba: 3.04cm

Mekugi-ana: 1




The Ko-Mizuta (H7KH) school began when
Kunishige (|EIE) of the Bingo Tatsufusa ({12 < 55)
school moved to Bitchd around Eishé period

(1504-1521).

Their work was favoured by warlords in Chigoku
region, praised for their sharpness. Since then, the
school flourished throughout the shinté period and
produced many master smiths.

Although a number of tanté by the Ko-Mizuta school
remain, it is rare to find a katana still in existence.

This fine katana was crafted by sandai (third generation
Kunishige whose real name Otsuki Sahyd, oldest son
of the second generation Kunishige. Sandai Kunishige
initially worked in Bitchti Matsuyama but later moved in
the second year of Tenshé era to Azae village.

As chiseled on the nakago, we know that this sword
was commissioned by Nakayama Gen'ue no J6. No
personal record was found of him but he must have
been a vassal of a warlord around Bitch(i province.

All told, this curvy katana by Kunishige in a fine tachi
koshirae is a rare find from the Ko-Mizuta school
crafted during the famed Momoyama period.

The Momoyama period, also known as the Azuchi-
Momoyama period, lasted from 1568 to 1600 and
marked the unification of Japan under the leadership of
Oda Nobunaga and his successor loyotomi
Hideyoshi. This era was characterised by significant
political changes, the construction of impressive
castles, and a flourishing of the arts.




Location: Azae village in Bitchii province
Family name: Otsuki

Secular name: Matasaburé

Swordsmith: Kunishige (first generation)

ubu-nakago (original, unaltered tang)
katte-sagari-yasurime (slanting file marks)

{5 (Bi)
H (tchg, no)

(Kami)

L2 (Tachibana)
5 (Yasu)

£ (u)

K (O)

A (tsuki)

N (Mata)

= (sa)

BE (buro)

(Kuni)

H (shige)

YE (saku)



Shu Nakayama Gen'ue no J6
lenshé ja hachinen nigatsu kichijitsu

Sword crafted for Nakayama Gen'ue no J6
Dated on a lucky day in the second month in the
eighteenth year of Tenshé era (February 1590)

(Ten) K
(sho) 1E

(jo) +
(hachi) J\

(nen) 4+

(ni) —
CEOP:
(kichi) &

(jitsu) H
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 4th year of Reiwa (2022), March 2nd
One, Katana

Mei (signature)
Bitch(i no kuni Azae-ji Otsuki Matasaburé Kunishige saku
Shu Nakayama Gen'ue no J6
lenshé jihachinen nigatsu kichijitsu

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 2-sun 6-bu kyd (68.6cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)
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Bitch(i no kuni Azae ji Otsuki Matasaburd Kunishige saku
Crafted by Otsuki Matasabura Kunishige, a resident of
Azae in Bitchi province

F= LA e
Shu Nakayama Gene no J6
For Nakayama Gen'e no J&

KIEFHNFZHEH

Tenshé jahachinen nigatsu kichijitsu

On alucky day in the second month in the 18th year of
Tensho era (February 1590)

FNERR SR GMA 2
Haché 2-shaku 2-sun 6-bu kyb kore ari
Blade length 68.6 cm

THECEFINH & AES
Reiwa nana kinoto-midoshi Uzuki kichijitsu kore o shirusu

Written on a lucky day in the fourth month in the seventh
year of Reiwa era during the Year of the Snake (April 2025)









long ashi (legs)

chéji midare

A striking gunome-midare hamon pattern that
starts with a thick chéji at the base of the blade,
evolving into wisps of flames and a tight ko-
gunome with plenty of y& (leaves) at the top
third monouchi area of the katana,



Momoyama elegance.




Shirasaya
(protective scabbard)
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gold nij-habaki
with file marks
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Ginmuku ishime-ji kaigu
tachi-koshirae

(EREEDR O A HE BT TH7)

lachi-koshirae
with matching silver fittings

Crafted during the
Late Edo period
(1780~1868)

NTHK-NPQO Kanteisho
Certificate of Authenticity




Tachi-o: A cord used to attach a tachi to the waist. Flat leather cords of approximately three
meters in length or braided cords with a kikké (tortoise shell) pattern are most commonly used.

The samurai would wear the koshirae by attaching it through the obitori and wrapping it around
his waist. When on display, the koshirae is tied in a beautiful tachi-musubi knot.

obitori




Fuchi-kashira
attributed to

Tachi Kanagu-shi
(Late Edo period 1780~1868)

This metal fitting on the pommel is
called sarude (monkey hand).

The name is originally derived from
the fact it looks like a monkey
holding hands. In time, sarude

began to look like actual hands.




This fine tsuba was crafted by O-oka Tadatoshi. He studied under
Ooka Masatoshi, an official craftsman of Owari Tokugawa family. It
is in @aoi-gata shape, a traditional style for tachi koshirae.

Fudo Myb6-6 is one of five great Myoo's
worshipped by Esoteric Buddhism, and
considered to be the deity that subdues

demons.

Fudo was worshipped by warriors and
they placed Fudo on their sword fittings.
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(reverse)

(reverse)

Marishiten, or Marici, meaning "Ray of Light," is a Buddhist
deity and bodhisattva associated with light and the Sun.
Marici is considered as a goddess of war.

She is also depicted in Buddhist paintings, usually riding a
galloping boar, holding a bow a spear.

Marishiten is often worshipped alongside Hachiman
Daibosatsu as the guardian deity of warriors who pray to
her for divine power to avert all kinds of misfortunes.
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(praying mantis) forms the menuki.
confront a horse-drawn carriage, epitomising "the weak challenging the strong.

There is a legend called "Axe of Mantis," in which a praying mantis raised its front legs to

A kamakiri
A favourite motif especially during the Edo period.




Koshirae bag
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ARIGATO!

THANK YOU FOR DOWNLOADING OUR CATALOGUE.
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SERVING YOU.

I have been doing a good amount of hiking with Barney recently and here we take a break
by a reservoir near Rochford in Essex. Barney is enjoying the end of my ham and cheese wrap!

PLEASE JOIN OUR VIP MAILING LIST TO BE
INFORMED OF RECENTLY ACQUIRED SWORDS.

EMAIL US AT SERVICE@QUNIQUEJAPAN.COM

UNIQUEJAPAN.COM


http://new.uniquejapan.com



