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Hi everyone,  
 
I hope your 2026 is off to a flying start. My son Lennon and I are still coming down from our 
December climb to the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro. It's been just over a month, and I'm still 
processing the experience. Standing at 5,895 metres with my sixteen-year-old son beside me, 
watching the sun rise over Africa – both of us totally exhausted - that's a memory forged in 
commitment and effort. It reminded me why we do hard things: not for the comfort, but for what 
they give us. I encourage you to forge your own memories this year, and make them count!  
 
These ten swords in Catalogue 46 were forged the same way - through commitment, discipline, 
and an unwavering dedication to excellence. They've survived centuries because someone took 
responsibility for them. Now it's our turn. I am tremendously proud of this catalogue and the 
efforts to help make it happen by our hard-working UJ team.  Here is a summary of the swords… 
 
ujka472 - A TOMOTSUGU KATANA - An exceptionally long (81.6cm, near ubu) reference piece 
by prominent early Uda school smith Tomotsugu, embodying the transition from Kamakura tachi to 
Muromachi katana. Yamato discipline meets Sôshû influence in a blade that combines itame, mokume, 
and classic masame-hada with bright suguha and impactful hataraki. The Edo period koshirae features 
a stunning Muromachi Ko-Kinkô wave tsuba with crab fuchi-kashira and lobster menuki.   
 
ujka473 – A KUNISHIGE KATANA - Rare and dated blade by Mishina smith Jôshû Kunishige, 
forged during the tense months between pacification and rebellion under Tokugawa Iemitsu's iron 
rule. Clear Shizu influence with dynamic gunome-midare, kinsuji, and togari. Late Edo handachi 
koshirae with exquisite nagashi-nuri saya echoing wood grain patterns. Once owned by Dr. Katsumi 
Toriumi, confiscated by U.S. Forces November 1945.  And now it’s journey continues, amazing! 
 
ujka468 – A MORIHIRO TAMESHIGIRI KATANA - Weighty, powerful, extra sharp katana 
attributed to Chiyôzuru Morihiro from late Nanbokuchô period in beautiful Echizen province. Rich 
dark jigane with abundant chikei, bright suguha mixed with ko-midare, saw-tooth ashi, sunagashi. 
Kinzogan-mei confirms tameshigiri test severing through armpit - kotô tested blades exceptionally 
rare, so claim this one quickly. Handsome koshirae with striped senden-nuri saya, tsuba depicting 
heroic Minamoto Yorimasa, splendid Munetoshi fuchi-kashira. Planning for Tanobe-sensei sayagaki. 
 
ujka505 – A CHÛ-AOE KATANA - Museum-quality Tokubetsu Jûyô awarded December 1976 at 
only the 5th session. Elite group of ten ô-suriage mumei Aoe achieving TJ on merit alone. NBTHK 
November 2025 study sword - nearly all identified correctly. Wide mihaba, magnificent ô-kissaki, 
refined chirimen-hada with iconic sumihada, precise suguha with saka-gunome. Every Aoe 
characteristic in textbook execution. The definitive 14th-century Nanbokuchô Aoe.  This is nihontô. 
 
ujdi012 – A KANESHIGE TAMESHIGIRI DAISHÔ - Exceptionally rare katana and wakizashi 
crafted by Kazusa no Suke Kaneshige, both tameshigiri tested severing two bodies, results gold-inlaid 
by Yamano Kanjurô Hisahide just fifteen months apart. Signature Kotetsu-like approach: tight itame 
with bright ji-nie, thick nioiguchi, wavy gunome-midare gleaming like fresh snow. Mismatched 
koshirae available, or consider building a top quality authentic daishô with Unique Japan that will 
launch this daishô into the nihontô heavens. Either way, Tanobe-sensei sayagaki will be arranged. 
 
ujka489 – A TADATSUNA KATANA - Superb katana by shodai Tadatsuna reflecting precise 
Awataguchi forging skills. Mesmerizing gunome-chôji-midare with impressively long kinsuji and 
brushed sunagashi. Elegant Edo koshirae: rich red lacquer saya, marvellous gold-laden tsuba 
attributed to armourer Myôchin Munehisa, and terrific menuki in the form of lotus flowers. Signed 
with pride by a true shintô leader of the Ôsaka-shintô tradition.  A terrific overall package to cherish.  



service@uniquejapan.com  
uniquejapan.com 

	

ujka488 – A SHIKKAKE KATANA – Admirable blade from one of five Yamato-den traditions, 
based behind Tôdai-ji temple. Retains a clean graceful silhouette with glorious shikkake-hada that 
combines mokume with straight masame in the yakiba. Bright ko-gunome with ashi, sunagashi, kinsuji, 
and tobiyaki. Gorgeous koshirae with luxurious mokume-style black and gold lacquer saya echoing 
jihada and features a signed Chôshu Tomonori lotus tsuba and powerful cloud-dragon menuki 
embodying ferocity and protection.  A sword that will look incredible in any home or office. 
 
ujka490 – A TADAKUNI KATANA - Elegant katana by Nidai Harima no Kami Tadakuni 
showcasing evolved Hizen aesthetic of the Enpô era. Signature konuka-hada with smooth ko-itame 
scattered with ji-nie shimmering like silk, subtle midare-utsuri drifting across surface. Chû-suguha 
mixed with ko-midare, thick clusters of nie. Brilliant koshirae: cloud-inspired Ichiryô fuchi-kashira, 
Jakushi dragon tsuba, and a stunning mother-of-pearl saya that catches the light like dragon scales. 
 
ujta006 - KANEFUSA TANTÔ - Rare signed and dated tantô  to December 1555 by twenty-one-
year-old superstar Fujiwara Kanefusa, later Wakasa no Kami Ujifusa, one of the great Oda Nobunaga's 
most distinguished smiths. Bold dynamic gunome-midare with huge tobiyaki islands and pointed 
Mino togari. Experimental spirit that is palpable under light. Refined understated koshirae: black 
ishime saya, gold kirimon on hamidashi tsuba and kozuka. This is young fire in formal samurai attire! 
 
ujka491 – A MUNEHIRA KATANA - Imposing shinshintô period katana by Koyama Munehira, 
father of maestro Koyama Munetsugu, that was  inspired by powerful mid-1300s Nanbokuchô blades. 
71.0cm, 930g, lethal. Gorgeous sashikomi polish showcasing gunome-chôji-midare hamon, well-forged 
itame and mokume-hada. As the sword is unsigned and in shirasaya only, it can be offered at very 
reasonable price. It’s a learning and inspiring piece to jump into the Japanese sword world with. 
 
This is a big anniversary year for Unique Japan - we launched in June 2006, twenty years ago. 
Where does the time go... I want to thank you for two decades of trust and support. Your 
enthusiasm means the world to me and the team. 
 
You'll notice even more historical research in these pages. We're dedicated to constantly 
strengthening our catalogues and advancing the standard for how Japanese swords should be 
presented and understood. It's a responsibility we take seriously. 
 
And if you find yourself travelling to Tokyo, be sure to book a private meeting with us. 
 
We look forward to serving you. 
 
Warm regards,  

    
   
 
 
 
Pablo Kuntz  
January 2026    
 

 
 
 
 
 

Nearing the Kilimanjaro summit, December 2025 
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Index of Japanese Swords 
 
ITEM#  PAGE SWORDSMITH & TYPE    CM  CERTIFICATE  ERA / PERIOD   PRICE 
ujka472     7 A TOMOTSUGU KATANA 81.6 NBTHK Hozon  Ôei (1394~1428)    SOLD 
ujka473    33 A KUNISHIGE KATANA  70.0 Tokubetsu Hozon  Keian (August 1658)  $18,000  
ujka468    60 A MORIHIRO KATANA  69.2 Tokubetsu Hozon  Nanbokuchô (1390~1394)  $25,000 
ujka505    86 A CHÛ-AOE KATANA  69.9 Tokubetsu Jûyô  Enbun~Jôji (1356~1368)    SOLD 
ujdi012   116 A KANESHIGE DAISHÔ   71/52 Tokubetsu Hozon  Kanbun (1666~1667)   SOLD 
ujka489   152 A TADATSUNA KATANA 71.2 Tokubetsu Hozon  Manji (1658~1661)   SOLD 
ujka488   178 A SHIKKAKE KATANA  64.4 Tokubetsu Hozon  Kamakura (1288~1342)  $12,000 
ujka490   204 A TADAKUNI KATANA  69.6 Tokubetsu Hozon  Enpô (1673~1681)    $11,500 
ujta066   229 A KANEFUSA TANTÔ  27.6 Tokubetsu Hozon  Kôji (December 1555)    SOLD 
ujka491   255 A MUNEHIRA KATANA  71.0 NBTHK Hozon  Bunsei (1818~1830)    SOLD 
 
 

ALL PRICES ARE IN US DOLLARS  
 

To access current and previous catalogues, please visit: 
http://new.uniquejapan.com/currently-available-swords-at-unique-japan 

 
 

 
To online visitors around the world… 
 
Welcome!  
 
I completely respect that purchasing a sword remotely 
requires trust. You're relying on photographs and 
descriptions for something deeply important. 
 
It's my promise to answer every question thoroughly. I want 
you to feel absolutely confident that the sword you choose is 
meant for your family to cherish and preserve. 
 
All swords from Unique Japan are guaranteed authentic and 
come with a 3-day worry-free inspection period upon arrival 
to your home. 
 
We acquire swords regularly and can source specific smiths 
or schools for serious collectors. Please inquire about latest 
arrivals not yet listed in the catalogue. 
 
If you're travelling to Tokyo, book a private meeting at our 
studio near JR Meguro station. Please email me for details. 
 
Domo arigato, 
Pablo 
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currently available  
japanese swords  
 
Released: January 30, 2026 to VIP Clients only 
 
The following pages contain descriptions of authentic 
and certified Japanese swords that are currently 
available, on hold or sold in catalogue 46.   
 
 
Please contact me at service@uniquejapan.com for 
further images and information into items of interest.  
  
 
All swords are offered on a ‘first serious hold request’, 
first served basis. Even if an item is listed as being “on 
hold”, register your interest as it may come available. 
 
Swords may be purchased over a number of months if 
required, please inquire for details. Descriptions and 
availability are subject to change without notice.  
 
Thank you, 
 

 
 
 
 
Pablo Kuntz 
Founder, Unique Japan 

 
service@uniquejapan.com 
+44 7954 102 277  
(mobile on ‘signal & whatsapp’ / british time) 
 
 
Photos taken for Unique Japan.   
All rights reserved. 
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item# ujka472          
     

A TOMOTSUGU KATANA   
unsigned, kotô muromachi period (ôei era: 1394~1428) 
 
Swordsmith:  Uda Tomotsugu (宇多友次) 
Measurements: Length: 81.6cm (!)   Sori: 1.7cm    Moto-haba: 2.88cm   Weight: 740g 
Jihada: Fabulous pools of itame and mokume-hada, flowing masame and dark chikei 
Hamon: Bright suguha with kinsuji,  uchinoke, sunagashi and kuichigaiba 
Certificate #1-2: NBTHK Hozon (sword and tsuba Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #3-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae and fk certified as Authentic)  
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Uda Tomotsugu was a prominent early smith of the Uda school, which relocated from Yamato 
province to Etchû in the late Kamakura to Nanbokuchô period. The school combines the disciplined 
craftsmanship of the Yamato tradition with elements of the Sôshû tradition. This exceptionally long 
katana at over 81cm is a rare reference piece that embodies the transition point from a Kamakura 
period tachi to that of a Muromachi period katana.  The jigane is a lovely mix of itame and mokume-
hada mixed with classic Yamato-den masame. The hamon is a bright suguha with impactful hataraki, 
such as sunagashi, kinsuji and crescent-moon uchinoke.  The accompanying Edo-period koshirae is 
set in a glossy black saya with gold-accented details, featuring a stunning Muromachi period Ko-
Kinkô wave-motif tsuba, crab-themed fuchi-kashira, and terrific lobster menuki.  This katana is such 
a wonderful find and will become an adored addition for any Japanese sword collector. 
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item# ujka473         currently available 
     

A JÔSHÛ KUNISHIGE KATANA   
signed & dated, shintô early edo period (keian era: august 1658) 
 
Swordsmith:  Jôshû jû Fujiwara Kunishige (城州住藤原国重) 
Measurements: Length: 70.0cm (ubu)   Sori: 1.8cm    Moto-haba: 2.9cm   Weight: 680g 
Jihada: Impressive pools of mokume-hada mixed with masame and plentiful chikei 
Hamon: Eye-catching gunome-midare, with notare, sunagashi, kinsuji, togari, Mishina-bôshi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificates #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fuchi-kashira and tsuba certified as Authentic) 
Provenance:  Dr. Katsumi Toriumi surrendered the sword to US Allied Forces in 1945  
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description 
 

$18,000 (click here to watch Pablo’s video presentation of this sword on YouTube) 
 
This rare and dated katana by Mishina smith Jôshû Kunishige, was forged during the tense months 
between total pacification and a simmering rebellion during which Japan was a nation locked 
down, isolated, and completely reorganized under iron rule by Tokugawa Iemitsu. The blade shines 
with a clear Shizu influence with a dynamic gunome-midare hamon, kinsuji, togari. The koshirae is late 
Edo handachi (half tachi) style that exudes class. The exquisite nagashi-nuri saya lacquer echoes the 
blade's wood grain pattern and flowing textures while the fittings unite around sacred motifs - 
Sannô deities, dragons, arabesque designs. This very sword was once the property of Dr. Katsumi 
Toriumi, but was confiscated by U.S. Forces in November 1945. Now its incredible journey 
continues.  This is a dignified katana that will sit proudly in a lucky person's nihontô collection. 

https://youtu.be/mRZ30XF1W-0
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item# ujka468         currently available 
     

A MORIHIRO ‘TAMESHIGIRI’ KATANA   
unsigned, kotô late nambokuchô period (1390~1394) 
 
Swordsmith:  Chiyôzuru Morihiro (千代鶴守弘) 
Measurements: Length: 69.2cm    Sori: 1.4cm    Moto-haba: 3.08cm   Weight: 820g 
Jihada: Beautifully forged itame-hada and mokume-hada, dark jigane with ample chikei 
Hamon: Bright ko-gunome based on suguha, kinsuji, kaen-bôshi, sunagashi, ashi & nijuba 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificates #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fuchi-kashira and tsuba certified as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Tanzan-sensei (Tanobe Michihiro) 
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

$25,000 (click here to watch Pablo’s video presentation of this sword on YouTube) 
 
This powerful and extra sharp katana has been attributed to Chiyozuru Morihiro, a talented 
swordsmith who worked in Echizen during the late Nambokuchô period and into the Oei era of the 
Muromachi period. The blade displays a fine koshi-zori curvature and rich, dark jigane with 
abundant chikei and flows with itame and mokume-hada. Its bright hamon is based on suguha mixed 
with ko-midare, abundant ashi, sunagashi, kinsuji, and areas of nijuba. Kinzogan-mei on the nakago 
confirms this blade severed a human body through the armpit region during a tameshigiri cutting 
test. Kotô period swords with cutting tests are exceptionally rare to collect. The handsome koshirae 
features a striped senden-nuri saya and a tsuba depicting the heroic Minamoto Yorimasa, plus 
splendid fuchi-kashira of the open sea - both crafted by Munetoshi of the famed Nara school.  

https://youtu.be/LX8qeu23ZiU
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item# ujka505          
     

A CHÛ-AOE KATANA   
unsigned, nanbokuchô period (enbun-jôji eras: 1356~1368) 
 
Swordsmith:  Aoe school (青江) 
Measurements: Length: 69.9cm (ô-suriage)  Sori: 1.4cm   Moto-haba: 3.13cm Weight: 890g (!) 
Jihada: Itame mixed well with mokume, chirimen-hada, fine ji-nie, chikei, brilliant utsuri  
Hamon: Vibrant chû-suguha, ko-gunome, ko-notare, ashi, yô, saka-ashi, kinsuji, sunagashi 
Certificate: 5th NBTHK Tokubetsu Jûyô Tôken (Especially Important Sword, awarded in 1976) 
Provenance:  November 2025 NBTHK Kantei session (study sword) 
Published:  Documented in the December 2025 Token Bijutsu (No. 827) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
This is a museum-quality Chû-Aoe katana awarded Tokubetsu Jûyô in December 1976 at only the 
5th TJ session. It belongs to an elite group of just ten ô-suriage mumei Aoe blades that achieved TJ 
on merit alone, without needing provenance to make the case. In November 2025, the NBTHK 
selected it as a study sword for their monthly kantei session and nearly all participants correctly 
identified it as Aoe. The blade is remarkably healthy with wide mihaba, magnificent ô-kissaki, 
refined chirimen-hada with iconic sumihada spots, and precise suguha hamon with saka-gunome. Every 
signature Aoe characteristic present in textbook-perfect execution. The 1963 torokusho examiner 
couldn't resist noting 'Aoe' on the official paperwork - breaking protocol because the attribution 
was so obvious. If you want the definitive 14th-century Nambokuchô Aoe katana, this is it. 
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item# ujdi012          
     

A KANESHIGE ‘TAMESHIGIRI’ DAISHÔ   
signed, tested & dated (kanbun era: may 1666 & august 1667) 
 
Swordsmith:  Kazusa no Suke Fujiwara Kaneshige (上総介藤原兼重) 
Measurements (k): Length: 71.0cm (ubu)   Curvature: 1.0cm    Moto-haba: 2.94cm  Weight: 760g  
Measurements (w): Length: 52.8cm (ubu)   Curvature: 0.7cm    Moto-haba: 2.83cm  Weight: 530g  
Jihada:  Expertly forged mokume, itame, nagare-hada with shining ji-nie and plentiful chikei  
Hamon:  Beaming gunome-midare with deep nioiguchi, togari, kinsuji, sunagashi & inazuma 
Certificate #1-2: 2 x NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (both swords Especially Worthy of Preservation)  
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (a superior smith) 
Sharpness:  Ryô-wazamonô (maker of very sharp swords) 
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD (daishô koshirae in production) 
 
Here is an exceptionally rare daishô by Kazusa no Suke Kaneshige - both blades tameshigiri tested 
severing through two bodies with results recorded in gold kinzôgan by Yamano Kanjurô Hisahide 
just fifteen months apart. Born Tsuji Suke’emon, Kaneshige was active during the Kanbun era and 
ranks among the foremost swordsmiths of the early shintô period.  Both the katana and wakizashi 
showcase his signature approach, which resembles that of grandmaster Kotetsu.  The jigane shows 
tight itame-hada covered in bright ji-nie with a thick nioiguchi that form a wavy gunome-midare hamon 
- gleaming like freshly fallen snow. The swords come with mismatched koshirae that don't quite 
rise to the occasion. You have two paths: claim them as they stand, or commission Unique Japan 
to build an authentic custom daishô using museum-quality antique fittings worthy of these 
extraordinary blades. Either way, Unique Japan will arrange sayagaki from Tanobe-sensei. 
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item# ujka489          
     

A SHODAI TADATSUNA KATANA   
signed, shintô early edo period (manji era: 1658~1661) 
 
Swordsmith:  Awataguchi Ômi no Kami Tadatsuna (粟田口近江守 忠綱) 
Measurements: Length: 71.2cm (ubu)   Sori: 0.9cm    Moto-haba: 2.97cm   Weight: 825g 
Jihada: Beautifully forged dense ko-itame nashiji-hada and plentiful chikei 
Hamon: Gorgeous gunome-chôji-midare, Ôsaka-yakidashi, sunagashi, ashi & kinsuji 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificates #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fuchi-kashira and tsuba certified as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Wazamonô (rated as a maker of sharp swords) 
Authentication: Sayagaki and tsunagi-gaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
Born in 1609, Shodai Tadatsuna began his career in Kyôto, before relocating to Ôsaka during the 
Keian era. Admired for his high level of craftsmanship as well as his reputation for sharpness, this 
superb katana reflects the precise forging skills of the famed Awataguchi name. A mesmerizing 
gunome-chôji-midare showcases impressively long lines of kinsuji and beautiful brushed sunagashi. 
The elegant Edo period koshirae features a rich-red lacquered saya, a marvellous gold-laden tsuba 
attributed to armourer Myôchin Munehisa and meaningful set of lotus-designed menuki. This is a 
splendid shintô period katana that was signed with great pride by a true leader of his time.  
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item# ujka488         currently available 
     

A SHIKKAKE KATANA   
unsigned, kotô late kamakura ~ nambokuchô period (1288~1342) 
 
Swordsmith:  Attributed to the Shikkake school (尻懸) 
Measurements: Length: 64.4cm (o-suriage)   Sori: 1.1cm    Moto-haba: 2.69cm   Weight: 635g 
Jihada: Textbook shikkake-hada displaying mokume-hada and flowing masame, chikei 
Hamon: Lovely ko-gunome with sunagashi, kinsuji, tobiyaki and plenty of ashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fk and tsuba certified as Authentic)  
Included:  Shirasaya, Meiji koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

$12,000 (click here to watch Pablo’s video presentation of this sword on YouTube) 
 
The Shikkake school, one of the five traditions of Yamato-den, was based in the Shikkake area behind 
Tôdai-ji temple in Nara. The school produced robust swords primarily for temple protection and 
identifiable by their skilled, distinctive workmanship. This katana is ô-suriage blade that retains a 
clean, graceful silhouette suggestive of its original long length. The jihada is a glorious example of 
shikkake-hada combining mokume-hada with clear straight-lined masame-hada in the yakiba. The 
hamon is bright ko-gunome interwoven with ashi, sunagashi, kinsuji and tobiyaki. A beautiful set of 
koshirae centres around a gorgeous saya featuring luxurious mokume-style black and gold lacquer 
work that echoes the jihada of the sword. The signed tsuba by Chôshu Tomonori is in the form of a 
lovely lotus flower and evokes a spiritual impermanence.  Powerful gold cloud-dragon menuki 
embody both ferocity and protection, qualities revered by samurai warriors throughout history.  

https://youtu.be/mucSqki7I6g
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item# ujka490         currently available 
     

A NIDAI TADAKUNI KATANA   
signed, shintô edo period (enpô era: 1673~1681) 
 
Swordsmith:  Hizen-jû Harima no Kami Fujiwara Tadakuni (肥前住播磨守藤原忠国) 
Measurements: Length: 69.6cm (ubu)   Sori: 2.0cm    Moto-haba: 2.99cm   Weight: 655g 
Jihada: Splendid konuka-hada with wonderful ji-nie and plenty of chikei 
Hamon: Brilliant chû-suguha with ko-midare, kinsuji in ko-nie deki 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fuchi-kashira and tsuba certified as Authentic)  
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Wazamonô (rated as a maker of sharp swords) 
Included:  Shirasaya, dragon koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

$11,500 (click here to watch Pablo’s video presentation of this sword on YouTube) 
 
This elegant katana by Nidai Harima no Kami Tadakuni showcases the evolved Hizen aesthetic of 
the Enpô era. Where his father shodai Tadakuni favoured disciplined restraint, the second generation 
brought brighter animation to the tradition while maintaining the technical precision that earned 
him wazamono ranking for cutting ability and shintô jô-saku. Hizen enthusiasts will recognize the 
signature konuka-hada texture - that smooth ko-itame scattered with ji-nie that shimmers like silk, 
enhanced by a subtle midare-utsuri drifting across the surface. The hamon displays a chû-suguha 
mixed with ko-midare, and thick nie clusters. Its brilliant koshirae features a terrific cloud-inspired 
fuchi-kashira signed by Ichiryô and a Jakushi-school dragon tsuba secured within a stunning mother-
of-pearl saya that catches light like dragon scales, perfectly matching the sword's refined strength. 

https://youtu.be/xbE6y4ngB4w
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item# ujta066          
     

A KANEFUSA TANTÔ   
signed & dated, kotô late muromachi (kôji era: december 1555) 
 
Swordsmith:  Fujiwara Kanefusa (藤原兼房) 
Measurements: Length: 27.6cm   Sori: 0.4cm    Moto-haba: 2.46cm   Weight: 170g 
Jihada: Well-forged mokume-hada with icy ji-nie, shirake-utsuri and chikei 
Hamon: Splendid gunome-midare leading to hitatura, kinsuji, togari, ashi and tobiyaki 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-5: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, soroi, kozuka & tsuba certified as Authentic)  
Fujishiro rank:  Chûjô-saku (ranked as an above-average swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Fujiwara Kanefusa, later known as Wakasa no Kami Ujifusa was born in 1534 in Gifu as the third 
son of Zensai Kanefusa, and became one of the most distinguished smiths within the great Oda 
Nobunaga's inner circle, forging at Azuchi and later working in Kiyosu until his death in 1590. This 
rare tantô is signed and dated to December 1555, when Kanefusa was about twenty-one years old. 
The hamon is bold, dynamic gunome-midare with huge islands of tobiyaki along with pointed togari 
characteristic of the Mino tradition. Under the light, the experimental spirit of young Kanefusa is 
palpable.  The koshirae is refined and understated - black ishime on the saya with gold kirimon on 
the hamidashi tsuba and kozuka adding quiet authority. Young fire in a samurai's formal attire! 





















































service@uniquejapan.com  
uniquejapan.com 

	

 
 
item# ujka491          
     

A MUNEHIRA KATANA   
unsigned, shinshintô late edo period (bunsei era: 1818~1830) 
 
Swordsmith:  Koyama Munehira (固山宗平) 
Measurements: Length: 71.0cm    Sori: 1.0cm    Moto-haba: 2.93cm   Weight: 930g (!) 
Jihada: Well-forged mix of mokume and itame-hada with light midare-utsuri and chikei 
Hamon: Gorgeous sashikomi gunome-chôji-midare with tama, tobiyaki, extra-long ashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Hozon (sword Worthy of Preservation) 
Fujishiro rank:  Chûjô-saku (ranked as an above average swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
Born in Shirakawa, Mutsu province in the Kyôwa era, Koyama Munehira was active during the late 
Edo period who had two younger brothers, Munetoshi and Koyama Munetsugu,  the highly talented 
jôjô-saku swordsmith of the shinshintô period.  The shape of this imposing katana was clearly 
inspired by the powerful swords of the mid-1300s Nambokuchô period.  It measures 71.0 cm and 
weighs in at an impressive 930g.  Its lethal-looking 7.8cm kissaki draws particular attention. As the 
sword is finished in a gorgeous sashikomi polish, both the gunome-chôji-midare hamon and the well-
forged itame and mokume-ha pop out magnificently under the light. As the sword is mumei and in 
shirasaya only, this fine sword can be offered at a very reasonable price point.  This is a learning 
and inspiring piece to jump head first into the Japanese sword world with. 
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Arigato! 
 

Thank you for downloading our catalogue.  
We look forward to serving you.   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

On the final day of our safari on Tarangire National Park in Tanzania, I caught this image  
of an Abdim's Stork (also called White-bellied Stork) in full flight.  A wow moment! 

 
Please join our VIP mailing list to be  

informed of recently acquired swords.   
 

Email us at service@uniquejapan.com 
 

uniquejapan.com 

http://uniquejapan.com



